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‘New Zealand’s right to approximately 1.7 m[illion] square 

kilometres of extended continental shelf seabed [was] 

of the Continental Shelf’ on 12 September 2008 (MFAT, 

2010). New Zealand’s submission to the UN Commission 

was the culmination of a ‘10-year, $44 m[illion] project 

range of New Zealand government agencies’ (MFAT, 2010), 

including the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MFAT), 

Land Information New Zealand (LINZ), the National Institute 

of Water and Atmospheric Research (NIWA), and the 

Institute of Geological and Nuclear Sciences (GNS Science). 

The black lines on the map to the right show New Zealand’s 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), which extends out 200 

nautical miles from the land. Currently the New Zealand 

government earns more than $100 million per annum 

in royalties and other income from the EEZ. The red line 

indicates New Zealand’s extended continental shelf, beyond 

the EEZ. The grey lines indicate other states’ EEZs, while the 

yellow lines mark the 2004 New Zealand-Australia Maritime 

Delimitation Treaty.

The area within New Zealand’s EEZ covers 4 million square 

kilometres, while the extended continental shelf covers 

another 1.7 million square kilometres, making a total of 5.7 

million square kilometres of seabed. Since New Zealand’s 

total land area is about 270,000 square kilometres, its 

seabed covers 21 times its total land area. Put another way, 

for every New Zealander there is approximately 1.3 square 

kilometres of seabed and 0.06 square kilometres of land, 

over which we all have rights and responsibilities.
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Thoughts:

communities around the world?

New Zealand seabed
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