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Think Piece 26 
1. simplify and standardise the benefit system, 
2. introduce special demarcation zones in  
    regions of high need, 
3. revisit the role of the state as employer of 
    last resort, 
4. apply a social investment approach to  
    investment in ‘hard’ regional infrastructure, 
5. invest significantly in mental health, 
6. target the behavioural drivers of poverty,   
    and 
7. introduce asset-based assistance  
    for high-risk children. 



Three reasons why New Zealand needs 
civics and citizenship education

There are three drivers that, unless attended to, will in time, 
undermine the quality of our democracy.


1.  Loss of a common platform for public discourse

2.  Lack of knowledge and interest about how democracy works

3.  Lack of consistency on what constitutes civics and citizenship 
education (CCE)
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A framework for civics and citizenship education

Adapted	from	Gault	&	Krieble	(2016)	

•  Content refers to information about civics 
and citizenship, or “academic” knowledge; 

•  Critical thinking is the ability to critically 
assess and process news and information; 

•  Connection is the application of the above 
to problems in the world and everyday life.
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Three questions for today

1.  Is there a case for change in the way civics programmes are 
being delivered in schools and communities?

2.  If so, what needs to be different?

3.  If so, who needs to do what in order to achieve a successful 
outcome?
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Thank you!
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