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The last two
years have
witnessed an
increase in the
creation and
implementation
of new legal

Thefo lowng is avery brlefsummary ofsocialenrerprlse legaldevelopments in 2015 2016:

2015

.lanuaryi ln Denmark, the Parllim€nt passed the "Act on Registered So. al Ent€rprises'inJune 2014. As from lanL

enterprises may be registered as such and receive an offlclalsealofapprovalas a'tegislered so.lalenterprise" I

authorities. Socialenterprises must me€t the following frve criteria ro be registered:

. Social purpose

' Significant commerclal actlvlty

' lndependenceofpublicauthorities

' lndusive and responsible governan.e
. Soc al management of profits.tll
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luly: ln Romanrat3l, the Act No.21912015 on socia enrerp.ise was adopted inluly20l5; thir strengthens and cor

prevlous legalf.amework for social ente rprises.

frameworks for
social
enterprises.

trE!!
2016

lanuary: ln France, over the summer of 2015, the government published ihe decrees necesiary for the imp €mer

law on socialdnd so lida rity eronomy accordingto whlch alllegalforms may receive the ESS Enterprise status as

{sl

ln the Autumn Slatement 2015, the UK aovernment tsnnounced further tax reliefs on social investment. lt is estir

amount ofinvestment in socidlenterprises benefiting from the socialinvestmen! tax reli€l willlncrease to !1 5 r

2411.01

October:ln G.eece, the Government sLrbmitted a bili before the parliament on the"Socialand Solida.ily Econon

developmentofitsagendeJ,inordertoexpandthes.opeofthe20lljawtoincl!demorelegalforms[8].

Novemberiln Luxenbo!rg, the par iamentadopted a new l€galfram€work for companies having a socialimpac

d'inpoct sociol-Ihe pvpase ofthe law is to formally recognize the specifi.ity oi the companies dedicating their.

suppofting p€ople in fragile situations or contributinS rothe preservation or development of specific socia I or s.

inc uding the protedion ofthe environment.lgl

De.ember: ln Latvia, the Saeima (ParLiamentof Latvia) adopted a proposalfor the SocialEntrepr€n€urship Lawl
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LaNia- Thedraft law isspecific legal framework for social
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April: ln Croa:ir.lhe gov€rnment adopred the Straregy fo. socra

enierprise is deflned as:"r brisiness activty bas€d oo prlnc,pies

lr liay, the .troduction ota
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Slovakiall2lis currentLy ln the process ofdraftlng leg sLatlon on soclalenterprlse laws Underthe recent operati,

EU 2014.20, the Mlnistry of Labour, SocialAffairs and FamiLy ofthe Slovak Republlc launched a number of calls t
enterpris€ developmenr.

ln N/ak., while ihe soclalEnterprisesAct is stillbeing discussed, awhite paper on socia enterp.ises was publlshr

a memorandum ofunderstandin8Wassgned between theeconomyand socia solidarity m nistries in F€bruary

ln rhe Nerheilands, the So.ialAnd Economic Coun.il ofthe Netherlands has been working on aiignlnS Netherlar

the rrend towards socia I entre preneu rsh p in Europe at the request oF$e N'linister of social Affairs and Employr

a llst of recommendat ons to further the growth ofthe social enterprises.

The Czech Republi.ls workingon a awregardingsocalenlerprlses.ltwllintroduceadlstinct'socialenterprise:
plan of the Governmenrs Legislauve Councilenvlsages the development ofa draft law and

further d scuss ons nlune 2017t151.

ln Estonia, the coa ition Bovernmeni has selas an objective to ass st socia ly responslble enterprises in thelrdev

establish a public secior innovation task force, whlch wo!ld be dealing wlth public seruices. public procurement

entrepreneurshiptl 61.

It s promlsingto see these deve opments since the pub cauonbyESELAofSocialEntepriseinEurope.Weho

co n ceptu al frd mework wi I lncreasingy be used by pollcymakers to develop effective law whl.h support dynam (

growth.

[1] http://socialvirkso m hed.d k/en/a bour socialeconomy-i denmarl?the-.riteria to be'labelled a so.lal'enrerpris
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[2] http://www. iap-soce nt. be/sites/defau Vfiles/Cro atia%2l-%29Vidovlcrh2ook26%208 atu rina 0. pdf
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