








In 1984 a national telephone tolls operator sparked controversy when she began greeting callers with
‘Kia ora’. When her supervisor instructed her to use only formal English greetings, there was a
nationwide debate. In the end ‘Kia ora’ became an acceptable greeting for toll operators, but the
incident highlighted the place of te reo Macri (the Maori language) in New Zealand. In 1985 this became
the subject of a Waitangi Tribunal claim which eventually led to the Maori Language Act 1987, which
made Maori an official language of New Zealand.

Sport

In 1981 the New Zealand football team embarked upon a marathon qualifying campaign for the 1982
World Cup finals in Spain. A number of the key matches took place against the viclent backdrop of the
Springbok rugby tour. In January 1982 the All Whites won a sudden-death play-off in Singapore against
China to qualify. In Spain they lost their pool matches against Scotland, the Soviet Union and Brazil, but
were not disgraced. Many felt that they had won their world cup by getting there.

The government applied considerable pressure on New Zealand athletes to support a boycott of the
1980 Moscow Olympic Games called in response to the 1979 Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. Eventually
only four New Zealand athletes attended. The Soviet bloc responded in kind four years later in Los
Angeles. Despite the politics, the Los Angeles Olympics are remembered by many Kiwis as our most
successful ever, with eight gold medals in a total tally of 11. New Zealand finished eighth on the medal
table, ahead of the likes of Australia, Great Britain and France.

The eighties were a golden era for New Zealand cricket. A controversial 1-0 home series victory over the
West Indies in 1980 was the only test series defeat for the ‘Calypso Kings’ during the decade. The
infamous underarm incident at the Melbourne Cricket Ground in 1981 was a definite low-point, but New
Zealand exacted revenge in 1985 with victory in a test series for the first time on Australian soil. New
Zealand also defeated England in a test match in England for the first time in 1983 and had a
breakthrough series victory in England three years later.

Kiwi’s withering finish in the 1983 Melbourne Cup was one of the most remarkable victories ever in the
‘great race’. Five years later Empire Rose became another popular New Zealand winner, and the first
mare to win the cup since 1965.

Winning the inaugural world cup for rugby which we co-hosted in 1987 did much to rehabilitate the game
in this country. The New Zealand netball team completed the double for New Zealand’s most popular
winter sports by winning the world title in Glasgow later that year

Consumption

Thanks to inflation the average weekly wage soared from $285 in 1984 to $529 in 1989, though in real
terms the Increase was less than 10%. By decade’s end a typical Kiwi household spent around $120 per
week on housing and $92 on food, equivalent to $215 and $165 respectively in 2018.

We loved our dairy products, consuming on average 150 litres of fresh milk and cream per year, along
with five large blocks of cheese and 16 kg of butter. ‘Meat and three veg’ remained standard fare in most
homes. Per capita we devoured around 100 kg of meat per annum, the bulk of it beef (46 kg), mutton
and lamb (30 kg). In addition we each consumed 6 kg of fish per annum (preferably deep-fried from the
local ‘chippie’). We each got through around four 10-kg sacks of potatoes and 19 kg of canned or frozen
vegetables. Apples, bananas and oranges were the most popular fruit.

Increased migration from Asia opened up new cuisines. Kiwis accustomed to the occasional Chinese
meal could now sample Japanese, Malaysian, Thai and Vietnamese food.

Coffee and tea were consumed in equal quantities (around 2 kg each). Kiwis back from their extended
‘OF’ (Overseas Experience) had enjoyed a more cosmopolitan lifestyle overseas and patronised an
emerging café culture. Coffee was becoming available in an increasing range of styles.









