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COVID-]9 information

We'll be providing guidance and support - and where necessary making changes to
our services - to help New Zealanders through COVID-l9.

This page will be updated regularly with the latest news and information.

Last updated 26 t|ay 2020

Contact tracing - creating your QR poster
Published 26 May 2020

The Ministry of Heatth has developed the NZ COVID Tracer app to hetp the pubtic tog and track which businesses and

organisations they have visited, and who they have come in contact with. Businesses need to register with Business

Connect to get their QR posters for their workplace.

Check you have what you need to create your QR poster (https://www.companiesoffice.govt.nz/covid-19/authority/) )

Law changes to help businesses through COVID-l9

,_'ublished 3 April 2o2o, updated 16 May 2020

The COVID-19 Response (Further Management Measures) Bilt, has passed into [aw, introducing a wide range of measures

to support businesses and other entities through the pandemic.

(https://www.companiesoffi ce.govt,nzlcovid-t9/ retief-measu res/)

Learn more a bout the law changes (https://www.companiesoffice.govt.nzlcovid-I9/relief-measures/) )

Business Debt Hibernation
Published 3 April 2020, updated 16 May 2020

The COVID-19 Business Debt Hibernation regime, introduced in the COVID-19 Response (Further Management Measures)

Legistation Act 2020, enabtes companies and other business entities affected by the pandemic to ptace existing debts

into hibernation for up to 7 months.
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Learn more about Business Debt Hibernation (https://www.companiesolfice.gofi.nzlcovid-19/business-debt-hibernation/) )

Safe harbour for company directors
Published 3 April2020, updated 16 lvray 2020

The introduction of a 'safe harbour'from sections 135 and 136 ofthe companies Act'1993, as outlined in the covlD-19

Response (Further Management Measures) Legistation Act 2020, provides reliefto company directors facing insolvency as

a resu[t of COVID-19

Learn about safe harbour
(https://companies-register.companlesoffice.govt.ny'help-centre/company-dlrectors/safe-harbour-for-company- )

direCtOrS,

Updates for specific registers

Charitable Trusts Register

We're accepting'remote' declarations during COVID-l9

Published 20 May 2020

ln response to the need for physical distancing during COVID-19, the Companies Office wilt, as a temporary measure,

accept statutory dectarations that meet the requ irements of the Oaths and Dectarations Act 1957 but are taken by

atternative means. Read the ful[ story-qlhc_ea!0p-aqes legister website Ei

(https:// co m pa n ies- registe r.com pa n iesoffi ce.govt. nz/ n ews-a n d -n otices /were-acce pting- rem ote- decta ratio ns-d u ring-

covid-19/)

lnsolvency relief for charitable trusts

Published 3 April 2020, updated 16 l4ay 2020

The COVID-19 Business Debt Hibernation regime, introduced in the COVID-l9 Response (Fufther Management Measures)

Legistation Act 2020, enables charltabte trusts affected by the pandemic to place existing debts into hibernation for up to
7 months.

Learn more about Business Debt Hlbernation (https://www.companlesoffice.govt.nzlcovid-]g/business-debt-hibernation/) )

Companies Register

We're accepti n g' remote' declarations d u ri n g COVI D-] 9

Pu btished 20 May 2020
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ln response to the need for physical distancing during COVID-19, the Companies Office wi[[, as a temporary measure,

accept statutory dectarations that meet the requirements ofthe Oaths and Dectarations Act 1957 but are taken by

atternative means. Read the futl story 6
(https://companies-register.companiesoffice.govt.nzlnews-and-notices/were-accepting-remote-declarations-during-

covid-tgi )

lnsolvency relief for companies

Published 3 April 2020, updated 16 May 2020

The Government has passed tegistation that makes changes to the Companies Act to hetp companies facing insolvency

due to COVID-19 to remain viabte.

Key amendments for companies in the support package inctude:

. a'business debt hibernation' period attowing companies to enter into agreements with creditors in retation to
existing debt

. a tempomry 'safe harbour' from personal liability for directors of companies facing significant liquidity problems as

a result of COVID-l9.

Learn more about Business Debt Hibernation (https://www.companiesofflce.govt.nzlcovid-l9/business-debt-hibernation, )

Learn about safe harbour
(http5://companie5-regi5ter.companie5office.9ovt.nz/help-centre/company-director5/5afe.harbour.for-company->

directors/)

Filing your annual return or financial statements

Pubtished 22 March 2020

lf you are able to fite your companyrs annuaL return or financial statements on time, we woutd encourage you to do so.

However, for the foreseeab(e future, we witt not be taking any enforcement action, or removing companies from the

_ egister, shoutd they faitto f,te on time.

Financial Service Providers Register

We're accepting'remote' declarations during COVID-l9

Published 20 lvlay 2020

ln response to the need for physical distancing during COVID-19, the Companies Ofice witl, as a temporary measure,

accept statutory dectarations that meet the requirements ofthe Oaths and Dectarations Act 1957 but are taken by

atternative means. Read the ful[ story_ANhelomp-aues_Eggister website rl
(https://companies-register.companiesoffrce.govt.nzlnews-and-notices/were-accepting-remote-declarations-during-

covid-19/)

lmplementation of the new financial advice regime has been delayed

Published 30 March 2020
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The start date for the new financia[ advice regime has been detayed from June 29, 20:10 to earty 2021. This means that the
transitionat licensing application window wilt atso be extended untit then. The existirrg regime under the Financial

Advisers Act 2008 will continue to appty untit a date is set for the new regime to commenc€. 8ejllllhclullqp-dale_on_lbe
Financial Service Providers Register website d
(https: //fsp- registe r.co m pa n iesoffice.govt. nz/ n ews-a n d- notices /ch ange-to-th e-sta rt- of-th e-n ew-fi na n ciat-advice-

regu tatory-regime /)

Filing your annual confirmation

Published 22 March 2020

lf you are able to fite your annual confirmation on time, we would encourage you to do so. However, for the foreseeabte

future, we witt not be taking any enforcement action, or deregistering financial service providers, shoutd they fait to file
on time.

lncorporated Societies Register

lnsolvency relief for incorporated societies

Published 3 April 2020, updated 16 May 2020

Ihe CoVID-19 Business Debt Hibernation regime, introduced in the CoVID-l9 Respons€ (Further Management Measures)

Legislation Act 2020, enabtes incorporated societies affected by the pandemic to placrr existing debts into hibernation for
up to 7 months.

Learn more about Business Debt Hibernation (https://www.companiesoffice.govt.nzlcovicl-19/business-debt-hibernation/) >

Holding annual general meetings

Published l ApriL 2020, updated 7 May 2020

The current situation may mean you need to change the way you hold your society's annual generat meeting (AGM). ln

some cases you may need to cancel or postpone your meeting. Read the fut[ storv on the lncorp_glaled JgC]etiCs-Begbter ^
website t7

(https:// is- registe r.co m pa n iesoffi ce.govt. nz / n ews-a nd- n otices /th e- im pact-of-covid-19r-on- in co rpo rated-societies / )

Filing your financial statements

Published 1 April 2020

lf, d ue to the chattenges presented by COVID-19, you're unable to file your fi nanciaL statements in time don't worry, we

won't be removing your incorporated society from the register. Read the fult story-gn-.!he lncorpplaleel5AEigliclRegister
website r?

(https: // is- register.com pa niesoffice.govt.nz I news-a n d- notices /th e-im pact-of-covid-19-o n -in co rporated -societies /)

I nsolvency Practitioners Register

Published 8 April 2020

COVI D-] 9 impact on lnsolvency Practitioners Regu lation leg islation
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The lnsolvency Practitioners Regutation Act 2019 and the lnsotvency Practitioners Regutation (Amendments) Act 2019 are

scheduled to come into force on 17 lune 2020, While the Government remains committed to imptementing the legistation

as soon as possibte, circumstances retated to COVID-19 may cause it to be deferred, by up to '12 months.

Further announcements wit[ be made once the commencement date is confirmed. Read the fu[[ story
(https://www.compan iesoffice.gow.nzlcovid-19/retief-measures/fadditionat-changes-to-insotvency-taw)

Limited Partnerships Register

We're accepting'remote' declarations du ring COVI D-l 9

Published 20 May 2020

ln response to the need for physicat distancing during COVID-19, the Companies Ofice witt, as a temporary measure,

accept statutory declarations that meet the requirements of the Oaths and Dectarations Act 1957 but are taken by

alternative means. Read the fut[ story-g.ilne&!0pan]cs&gister website r?
(https://companies-register.companiesoffce.govt.nzlnews-and-notices/were-accepting-remote-declarations-during-

covid-19/)

-lnsolvency relief for limited partnerships

Published 3 Aptil 2o2o, updated 16 May 2020

The COVID-19 Business Debt Hibernation regime, introduced in the COVID-19 Response (Further Management Measures)

Legistation Act 2020, enabtes timited partnerships affected by the pandemic to ptace existing debts into hibernation for

up to 7 months.

Learn more about Buslness Debt Hibernation (https://www,companiesoffice.govt,nzlcovid-19/business-debt-hibernation/) )

Filing your annual confirmation

Published 22 March 2020

-f you are able to fite your annual confirmation on time, we would encourage you to do so. However, for the foreseeabte

future, we witl. not be taking any enforcement action, or removing limited partnerships from the register, shoutd they fait
to file on time-

Personal Property Securities Register

Financing statements that are about to expire

Published 26 tlarch 2020

lf you have any financing statements that are due to expire shortly and need to be renewed, ptease make su re that you

attend to this as soon as you can. Don't leave it too [ate- You can only renew or maintain a financing statement before it
expires. Read the fu[[ storv on the PPSR website. A
(https://ppsr.companiesoffice.gow.nzl news /do-you- h ave-fi n an cing-statements-abo ut-to-expire / )

Court orders are still required for certain situations

Published 26 March 2020
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To prevent the automatic acceptance of a change demand, or to restore an expired or discharged financing statement,
you must obtain a court order. The courts are continuing to oBEIe d
(https://co u rtsofnz.govt. nzl p u btications /an n ou n ceme nts /covid-19-co ronavirus /cou rt- p rotoco[s/ ), as they are an
essential service. Read the futt storv on the ppSR website. E

(https://ppsr.companiesoffice.govt.nz/news/do-you-have-financing-statements-about-to-expire/)

Retirement Villages Register

Holding meetings with residents

Published 9 April2O2O

During COVID-19 Atert Levets 2 - 4 att operators and statutory supervisors of registered retirement vittages are
recommended to fottow the practice note reteased 9 April 2020 when hotding meetinlls with residents. Read the p_raclilc
note for meetinga[PDF 162KB]
(https://www.com pa n iesoffi ce.govt. nzlassets /com pa n ies-offi ce / retirement-vitlages / retireme nt-vittages- p ractice- n ote-
ap ri[-2020-covidl9-tevel2-4.pdf )

Filing your annual return

Published 7 April 2020, updated 29 April 2020

Retirement Villages operators that have an an nual retu rn due u p to and inctud ing the month of septem ber are able to
seek regutatory retief by requesting an atteration oftheir annual return month where appropriate. Read our news articte
for futt detaits
(https: //www.com pa n iesoffi ce.govt.nz / news-a n d- n otices /a n n ua F retu rns-regu tato ry- relief-for- retire m ent-vittages).

More information
bu sin ess.govt. nz 17 (https;//www.business.govt.nzlcovid-'19) is providing comprehensive guidance and information for
New Zealand businesses impacted by COVID-19.

For everything you need to know about covlD-19 in one ptace, visit the covtD-19 website r? (https://covid19.govt.nzl)
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