
                                                   
  
Agreement for Confidence and Supply between the 
Labour/Progressive Government and the United Future 
Parliamentary Caucus 
 
The United Future parliamentary caucus agrees to provide confidence and supply for the term 
of this Parliament, to a Labour/Progressive government with the objective of: 
 

Providing stable government over the next term of Parliament, so as to implement a 
comprehensive policy programme aimed at increasing economic growth, reducing inequality 
and improving the social and economic well-being of all New Zealanders and their families 
in a manner which is environmentally, socially and economically sustainable.  
 

Good faith and no surprises 
All parties to this agreement will operate on a good faith and no surprises basis for the term of 
this Parliament. 
 
Policy Programme 
It is agreed that the detail of the policy programme will be based on the manifestos of the 
government coalition partners and will take account of the policy priorities of the United Future 
Party. 
 
It is acknowledged that policy initiatives advanced by United Future during this Parliamentary 
term will be considered by the government and resolved according to the procedures set out in 
this agreement. 
 
In particular the government will, as immediate priorities, in consultation with the Leader of 
United Future, 

• By the end of this year develop proposals for a Commission for the Family which will 
have regard to the United Future policy platform, (attached as Appendix A), and 
relevant parts of the Labour Manifesto, including the Parenting Council initiative, with a 
view to implementation in the 2003/04 financial year. 

• Pass, by the end of this year, strong victims rights legislation, including increased 
support for victims support groups. 

• Ensure that new transport legislation is introduced and passed that includes provisions 
for alternative funding options to facilitate the accelerated development of new roading 
infrastructure. 

 
The government will not introduce legislation to change the legal status of cannabis and will 
implement a comprehensive drug strategy aimed at protecting young people and educating 
them on the dangers of drug use. 
 
Consultative arrangements 
The government will consult with United Future on a range of issues including: 

• The broad outline of the legislative programme and the priorities within it. 
• Key legislative measures. 
• Major policy issues. 
• Broad budget parameters. 

 
That consultation will occur in a timely fashion so that the views of United Future can be 
incorporated into final decision making. 
 
Formal consultation will be managed between the Prime Minister’s Office and the Office of the 
Leader of United Future, and there will be ongoing relationships between relevant portfolio 
Ministers and United Future spokespeople. 
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Regular leadership meetings (approximately monthly), will be scheduled between the   
government and United Future. 
 
Briefings 
It is agreed that relevant spokespeople within United Future will be briefed on significant issues 
which are likely to be politically sensitive before any public announcements are made. 
 
Confidentiality 
It is agreed that where briefings are provided to United Future, or where United Future is 
involved in a consultative arrangement with regard to legislation, policy or budgetary matters, all 
such discussions shall be confidential unless otherwise agreed. 
 
In the event that government papers are provided to United Future in the course of consultation 
or briefings they shall be treated as confidential and shall not be released or the information 
used for any public purpose without the express agreement of the relevant Minister. 
 
In the event that Cabinet or Cabinet committee papers are provided to United Future for the 
purposes of consultation they shall be provided to a designated person within the Office of the 
Leader who will provide a formal receipt and take responsibility for ensuring they are accorded 
the appropriate degree of confidentiality. 
 
All papers provided to United Future shall be copied to the Prime Ministers Office 
 
Collective responsibility 
Although United Future will not be bound by collective responsibility on government decisions, 
where there has been full participation in the development of a policy initiative, and that 
participation has led to an agreed position, it is expected that all parties to this agreement will 
publicly support the process and the outcome. 
 
Procedural Motions 
United Future agrees that it will support the government on procedural motions in the House 
and in Select Committees unless United Future has previously advised that such support is not 
forthcoming. 
 
The Government agrees that it will operate a no surprises policy in terms of procedural motions 
it intends to put before the House or a select committee. 
 
Select Committees 
United Future and the Government will develop an agreed position on the makeup and 
operation of select committees.  
 
Legislative Programme 
Support for particular legislative measures which do not relate to confidence or supply will be 
negotiated on a case by case basis. 
 
 
 
 
Signed in Wellington this 8th day of August 2002. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rt Hon Helen Clark      Peter Dunne 
Prime Minister      Leader of United Future 
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Appendix A 

 
United Future Policy Platform: 

A Commission for the Family, to include 
! National Centre for Research into the Family 

• To promote the status of the family and the role of parents 
• To raise public awareness of family issues 
• To ensure all policy development reflects the fundamental needs of families and 

their children. 
• To carry out research into youth suicide with an emphasis on prevention 
• To research and monitor the role of the family 
• To report annually to Parliament on the position of families in New Zealand 
• To be a filter through which all legislation is passed 

  
! Co-ordination of Government Departments 

• To monitor and report on the effects of all government polices and legislation 
upon families. 

• To improve accessibility and coherence in the early childhood sector, Plunket, 
PAFT, Public Health, Kohunga Reo, pre-school and primary schools to allow for 
early identification of learning health and social problems. 

• To review inter agency protocols for the reporting of child abuse and neglect. 
• To report on national and local levels of compliance of all agency protocols that 

impact upon the family specifically protocols with general practitioners, hospital 
medical and specialist staff, midwives, Well Child providers and the education 
sector. 

 
 
! Family Support Agency 

• To provide a family mediation service to support, promote and develop the 
provision of marriage and relationship counselling services. 

• To facilitate family support and parental education programmes. 
• To introduce a more streamlined approach for the funding of family voluntary and 

community organisations. 
• To ensure that comprehensive services appropriate to that family’s culture are 

available to their children. 
• In line with the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi, fund ‘by Maori for Maori’ 

parental education programmes. 
• To provide increased funding and intervention for at risk children 
 

 
 
 


