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1.0 Purpose

1.1 Introduction

This working paper provides a list of all Royal Commissions established in New Zealand. The McGuinness
Institute found that there is no singular platform that holds a comprehensive list of historical Royal
Commissions; this working paper aims to fill in this gap. The list included in this paper may be not

be complete. Appendix 1 includes the front page of each of the publicly available Royal Commissions
found online.

We would encourage government to establish a Royal Commissions website that contains a user-friendly list
of Royal Commissions. We suggest basing this on the Australian Government’s Royal Commissions website
or the Canadian Government’s site (Government of Canada, n.d.; Parliament of Australia, n.d.).

1.2  Background

The first Royal Commission in the UK is considered to have been established in 1085, following King
William I’s royal mandate, leading to the creation of the Domesday Book (Barlow, 2013).

Public inquiries have a long history in Commonwealth and Westminster democracies (UK, Australia,
Canada, New Zealand); however, the relevance and success of this ‘ad hoc’ mode of inquiry has been
disputed, and frequency of use has fluctuated (Prasser, n.d.). In the 19th century, the UK established over
400 royal commissions, yet there were only 37 royal inquiries established between 1945 and 2000 (Barlow,
2013). In Britain, it was said that ‘if public inquiries are to be known by their fruits, and if their proper fruits
are reforms and improvements in law and practice, there is probably not a great deal to be said for them’
Law Commission, 2007: 7). This quote was then used in the 2007 Law Commission paper that explored the
relevance and usefulness of royal inquiries as government looked to replace the Commissions of Inquiry Act
1908 (with the Inquiries Act 2013).

Royal Commissions are a flexible means of exploring a wide range of issues; this is evident in the broad range
of inquiries undertaken (see Table 1). Historically, commissions have been appointed to:

e investigate accidents where there has been a major loss of life
*  consider social policy initiatives with a big public impact
e make adjustments to the institutional structure of government

» take a sensitive or moral issue out of the political arena in order to get non-partisan, professional advice
on it and build a consensus on how to proceed (Simpson, 2012).

Figure 1 maps the frequency of the 131 royal commissions identified.
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Figure 1: Number of Royal Commissions, by decade [131]
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1.3 Legal history of Royal Commissions in New Zealand

In New Zealand, the first Commission was held in 1855 (Simpson, 2012). The Commissioners’ Powers

Act 1867 enabled ‘Members of Board or Commission appointed by the Governor in Council to examine
Witnesses on Oath’. The Commissions of Inquiry Act 1908 legislation consolidated earlier Acts. Both the
1908 Act and the new Inquiries Act 2013 are administered by the Department of Internal Affairs. However,
all new inquiries are established under the Inquiries Act 2013 (Simpson, 2012).

The purpose of the 2013 Act was to reform and modernise the law relating to inquiries, by providing for
the establishment of both public and government inquiries to inquire into matters of public importance;
recognising and providing for Royal Commissions established under the Royal prerogative; and enabling
those inquiries to be carried out effectively, efficiently, and fairly.

According to section 6 of the Inquiries Act 2013, three types of inquiry exist:

¢ Royal commissions established under the authority of the Letters Patent constituting the office of
the Governor-General, and this Act applies to Royal commissions as if they were public inquiries;

*  public inquiries, which are established in accordance with subsection (2); and
e government inquiries, which are established in accordance with subsection (3).

‘All three types of inquiry have the same powers. The main difference is their perceived status’ (Office of the
Ombudsman, 2020: 4) The 2017 Cabinet Manual sets out the distinction between the three:

¢ Royal Commissions are ‘typically reserved for the most serious matters of public importance’.

e Public inquiries are for ‘significant or wide-reaching issue that causes a high level of concern to the
public and to Ministers’.

*  Government inquiries ‘typically deal with smaller and more immediate issues where a quick and
authoritative answer is required from an independent inquirer’ (DPMC, 2017: 68).

‘Other differences relate to how they are established, and how they report back.... Public Inquiries include
Royal Commissions, which are appointed by and report to the Governor-General, and the Inquiry report is
tabled in Parliament. Government Inquiries are appointed by and report to a Minister and the intention is
that these are simpler and quicker to establish’ (Office of the Ombudsman, 2020: 4).
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2.0 Selected Commissions

Many past Royal Commissions have had major implications on public policy, with recommendations made
in the reports being implemented by Government. With hindsight, it can be seen that these Commissions
have shifted the trajectory of public policy in New Zealand.

We have selected four Royal Commissions to illustrate how independent and considered inquiry into
complex matters has been beneficial to New Zealand. The first is interesting considering our ongoing

close ties with Australia and the third (although not a Royal Commission), given recent calls for a Royal
Commission in response to the existing pandemic. The forestry and sheep-farming Royal Commissions are
interesting given many of the same issues that they explored in 1913 and 1949 respectively, are still relevant

today.

1. 1901 Report of the Royal Commission on Federation

2. 1913 Report of the Royal Commission on Forestry

3. 1919 Report of the Influenza Epidemic Commission (this was a Commission, not a Royal Commission)
4. 1949 Royal Commission to Inquire into and Report upon the Sheep-Farming Industry in New Zealand.
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2.1 Report of the Royal Commission on Federation

Since the 1860s, New Zealand had been participating in Australian colonial conferences; however, when
the six colonies of Australia began discussing federation, New Zealand was not included in the negotiations.
In 1899, when Australia decided to federate the six colonies, this sparked debate in New Zealand, with a
number of parties in favour of joining Australia. Premier Richard Seddon, who was opposed to joining the
federation, set up the Royal Commission in 1900 in order to buy time and get a sense of public opinion.
While most public submissions opposed joining with Australia, many farmers were in favour, fearing

trade barriers. In the final report, all ten commissioners unanimously opposed becoming a state of the
Commonwealth of Australia (MCH, 2016; n.d.[a]).

Table 1: Report of the Royal Commission on Federation

Title

Pages

Report presented
Timeline

Commissioners

Matters before the
Commission

Conclusion

Report of the Royal Commission on Federation, together with Minutes of
Proceedings and Evidence, and Appendices

777 pages (including minutes of proceedings, of evidence, appendices and
index)
Reference 7-24

13 May 1901

26 December 1900: Commission appointed
17 January-18 May 1901: Commission meetings held across New Zealand and
Australian cities

Albert Pitt (Chairman)
Harold Beauchamp
Charles Christopher Bowen
Thomas Wilson Leys
Charles Manley Luke

John Andrew Millar
William Russell Russell
John Roberts

Walker Scott Reid

William Jukes Steward

To assess the desirability of a federation of the Colony of New Zealand with the
Commonwealth of Australia, becoming one state.

The scope of inquiries included the effects on:
Legislative independence

Public finance

Defence

Postal and telegraphic services
Administration of justice

Imperial relations

Federal departmental administration
Agricultural, commercial and industrial interests
The social condition of the working-classes
10. The question of coloured labour

©ON®O A WD

The Commission found that it was not desirable for New Zealand to

federate with and become a state of the Commonwealth of Australia.

The Commissioners came to this conclusion with their consideration and
knowledge of New Zealand’s: soil, climate, productiveness; adaptability of the
lands for close settlement; vast natural resources; immense wealth in forest,
mine and natural scenery; energy of the people; abundant rainfall; vast water-
power; insularity; and geographical positioning of New Zealand. They found
that New Zealand could supply all that is required to support and maintain a
population within the boundaries.
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2.2  Report of the Royal Commission on Forestry

In 1913, native timber-producing trees were declining in numbers and there was a growing realisation

that the administration of forestry had not been successful in protecting native forests, as a number of
native species were threatened with extinction (McLintock, 1966; MPI, 2020a). The Royal Commission
was established to determine which indigenous forest land should be conserved (for soil protection,

water conservation and scenery) and which areas should be repurposed for settlement or sawmilling. The
Commission was also required to think about future demands for timber and state funding for private

and local body planting, and forestry education (McLintock, 1966). The outbreak of World War I delayed
any action being taken based on the recommendations; however, many of the plans were implemented
immediately after. In 1920, Sir Francis Dillon Bell acted on one of the key recommendations, establishing

a new department, the State Forest Service. The new department produced proposals for New Zealand
forest policy and in 1922, the Forests Act 1921-22 was passed (McLintock, 1966). In 2018, the government
established Te Uru Rakau with aims to develop a forest strategy that can be used ‘to sustainably expand,
manage and utilise New Zealand’s forest resources - exotic (non-native) and indigenous (native) - to benefit
our environment, our regions, and our people’ (MPI, 2020b). As New Zealand transitions into a low carbon
economy, forestry policy will become increasingly more important in aiding our reduction of emissions.

Table 2: Report of the Royal Commission on Forestry

Title New Zealand Report of the Royal Commission on Forestry together with
Minutes of Proceedings and of Evidence

Pages 179 pages (including appendices, minutes of proceedings and of evidence,
photographs and maps)
Reference 8-47

Report presented | 31 May 1913

Timeline 11 February 1913: Commission appointed
26 February 1948: Commission began

Commissioners Henry Douglas Morpeth Haszard (Commissioner of Crown Land) (Chairman)
Thomas William Adams
Samuel Isaac Clarke
Leonard Cockayne
Frank Yates Lethbridge
Charles Primrose Murdoch

Matters before the | To determine:
Commission 1. which of the existing forests should be retained for conservation
2. which of the existing forests are suitable for settlement, and which for
timber production
the best method for indigenous forest management
whether the decreasingly available white pine that was used for packing
butter exports should be regulated
New Zealand’s probable future demand for commercial timber
the types of timber that are likely to be required
how far existing state plantations will meet the demand
to what extent should the state forest operations be expanded
whether the state operations are being conducted satisfactorily, and what
changes are required
10. how the state should encourage private tree planting.

Hw

©PNo o

Background The Commission comprised growers’ representatives, wood processors and
users, and a scientist. The issues raised by the Commission were put forth by
William Ferguson Massey, Prime Minister and Minister of Lands (responsible
for forestry). The group visited native forests, exotic plantations and forest
nurseries, covering 7,000 miles (11,265 km).
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Recommendations

The Commission’s recommendations were split into two parts: (1) Indigenous
Forest and (2) Afforestation. In regard to indigenous forest, the Commission
recommended that measures be taken to permanently retain native forests
for both:

1. climatic reserves: for soil and flood protection, water conservation and
shelter.

2. scenic reserves: preserving flora and fauna or used for recreation. The
Commission claimed that three quarters of New Zealand’s species were
to be found nowhere else and therefore must be preserved. At the time,
almost all indigenous forest that was not a climatic or scenic reserve, or a
national park, would be turned into farmland if suitable.

In regard to afforestation, the Commission found that relying on New Zealand’s
native forest for timber would not be a perpetually feasible nor sustainable
option. They assumed that the growth of the population would increase
consumption, which they believed would exceed the rate at which native trees
could be regenerated. The Commission stated that carrying out afforestation
on a sound commercial basis would be highly profitable to New Zealand.

Concerning operational change, the Commission made recommendations

in regard to how the state forestry operations were being conducted. They
recommended that an economic survey of the private plantations should go
ahead promptly. The Commission suggested that a Forestry Branch (which had
existed previously) be established, under the Lands Department, which had an
advisory board of experts to advise on forest policy and operations. They made
recommendations for the state to actively encourage private tree planting.
Their suggestion for the incentive was that trees be provided from state forest
nurseries at cost price, planting be under advice from the department and the
possibility of tax relief could be considered (Goulding, 2013).
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2.3 Report of the Influenza Epidemic Commission

The 1918 influenza epidemic resulted in the deaths of up to 100 million worldwide (MOH, 2017: 4-5). The
virus was prevalent in New Zealand from October to December 1918. It is thought to have come ashore
with the arrival of the ship SS Niagara (New Zealand Parliament, 2018). The Royal Commission found that
there is ‘strong evidence’ to support this belief; however, sources since claim that this is still inconclusive
(Christchurch City Library, n.d.; MCH, n.d.[b]). With the virus coinciding with the end of World War I, the
medical workforce was heavily overwhelmed. Maori were struck particularly hard by the virus; while only
making up around 4% of the population, they accounted for over 25% of New Zealand’s more than 8,500
deaths (MCH, n.d.[c]; MOH, 2017: 4). The public demanded many answers from the government after the
epidemic was over, resulting in the establishment of a Royal Commission of Inquiry to investigate how the
government had handled it. The most significant outcome subsequent to the Commission’s report was the
Health Act 1920, which has come to be seen as a model piece of legislation. The Health Act 1956, currently
in force, followed the model of the 1920 Act (New Zealand Parliament, 2018). In light of the COVID-19
pandemic, it is timely for a Royal Commission of Inquiry into the government’s response, which is
supported by former Prime Minister Helen Clark (who has been appointed to investigate whether the World
Health Organization failed to adequately warn of the coronavirus pandemic) and the ACT Party (Murphy,
2020; Seymour, 2020).

Table 3: Report of the Commission on the Influenza Epidemic

Title New Zealand Report of the Influenza Epidemic Commission

Pages 44 pages (including the Interim Reports and the Appendix)
Reference 14-42

Report presented | 13 May 1913

Timeline 28 January 1919: Commission appointed
17 February 1919: Sittings for evidence began
11 March 1919: Commission extended
13 April 1919: Commission extended
22 April 1919: Interim Report presented
10 May 1919: Final sittings (Report draft approved)

Commissioners Sir John Edward Denniston (Chairman)
Edward Mitchelson
David McLaren

Matters before the | To inquire into the matters of the 1918 epidemic of influenza in New Zealand:
Commission 1. the causes of the introduction into New Zealand and its extension
2. the best methods of preventing or dealing with such occurrences in future
3. all matters connected with the arrival of the ships SS Niagara and SS
Makura in respect to their relation to the introduction or extension of the
epidemic
4. the responsibilities of those in the administration of the Public Health
Department and of local authorities regarding both the epidemic and
public health generally
5. the relation of local authorities to the Public Health Department in
respect to the prevention or suppression of infectious diseases, and
public health generally
6. the efficiency of the quarantine arrangements.

In addition, the Report covers analysis of:

e  post-sanitary arrangements

« general questions arising out of the evidence and information placed
before the Commission

e South African Commission

e international health supervision

» medical research

e public-health law.
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Background

Recommendations

The Commission had multiple sittings in Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch
and Dunedin, where evidence was taken. They made visits and inspections to
various parts of each city. They also inspected the quarantine stations at Mo-
tuihi Island (Auckland), Somes Island (Wellington), Quail Island (Christchurch)
and Port Chalmers (Dunedin). The Commission allowed any person interested
to submit questions to the Chairman, which could be put to any witness under
examination. Many people were formally invited to give evidence, but evi-
dence was also given by a number of private citizens voluntarily.

The Report presented various recommendations relating to the epidemic and

to public health generally:

1. Various amendments should be made to the public-health legislation.

2. The public-health law should be remodelled, consolidated, and simplified.

3. Clauses should be added to the Public Health Act making provisions
for regulating the prices of the equipment, goods, and services that are
required in combating an epidemic.

4. A Business Directory should be established in connection with the Health

Department, under the charge of an expert business administrative

officer, to be named Director of Public Health.

A Chief Sanitary Inspector for New Zealand should be appointed.

6. The powers, duties, and relations of all Public Health Officers, medical,
sanitary, and administrative, be fully and clearly defined, and this be
published for public information.

7. An educational section be attached to the Business Directory for the
distribution of knowledge and information to the public relating to
matters of public health.

8. Primary schools should give greater attention to the subjects of domestic
science, hygiene, first aid and home nursing for females. These subjects
should be made compulsory in secondary school.

9. School clinics under the charge of qualified Medical Officers should be
established to assign greater attention to the health of school-children.

10. The Commission strongly recommended that the Government should
consider subsidising organisations teaching first aid and home nursing,
and especially St John Ambulance Brigade and Association to enable it to
extend its most useful work.

11. Existing health districts should be divided into subdistricts, and Assistant
Health Officers placed in charge under the District Health Officer.

12. Local Health Departments should be formed in cities and large towns,
with contiguous boroughs and town districts, under the supervision of the
Government Health Department.

13. That health matters in other boroughs and town districts (excluding those
mentioned in (12)) should be administered by the Government Health
Department.

14. Special Advisory Committees should be appointed to report occasionally
on the health conditions of the ports and shipping of New Zealand.

15. Constant inspection should be made of the ships, wharves, and adjuncts
of the waterfronts under direction of a Medical Officer of Health.

16. Combined action should be taken by the General Government and local
authorities to institute and carry into effect schemes for the provision
of adequate housing-accommodation, and the renovation of localities at
present encumbered with buildings unsuitable for habitation.

17. The Government should take part with other Governments in establishing
an International Bureau for the collection and dissemination of
information bearing on the prevention and limitation of disease.

18. That an annual conference of representatives from all Health authorities,
Boards, and Committees be instituted as a means of public guidance.

o
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2.4 New Zealand Royal Commission to Inquire into and Report upon
the Sheep-Farming Industry in New Zealand

A proposal for an investigation into farming conditions across the country emerged in 1939, but was
abandoned with the commencement of World War II. Following the war, the government implemented a
stabilisation policy, which fixed prices for meat and wool. Farmers who farmed less productive country (such
as high-country farmers) suffered from this policy, which led to demand for a Royal Commission to inquire
into and produce a report of the sheep-farming industry (McIntyre, 2007: 160). One of the findings of the
Commission was that there was no consistent data for stakeholders to rely on (Beef+Lamb New Zealand,
2018). The Commission’s recommendation to establish a Sheep Industry Board led to the establishment of
the Beef+ Lamb New Zealand Economic Service, which as at 2020 has existed for 70 years. The Commission
recommended that factual information regarding farm production and economics be collected and
documented. In response the Beef+ Lamb NZ Economic Service created the Sheep and Beef Farm Survey,
which is New Zealand’s longest-running primary sector survey (66 years). The data collected has been found
to be of real strength and value. It gives insight into the condition and financial position of the agricultural
industry in New Zealand; it is also used to inform policy from local, regional and central government

(Beef + Lamb New Zealand, 2020).

Table 4: New Zealand Royal Commission to Inquire into and Report upon the Sheep-Farming Industry in
New Zealand

Title New Zealand Royal Commission to Inquire into and Report upon the
Sheep-Farming Industry in New Zealand

Pages 220 pages (including maps and index)
Reference 11-55

Report presented 31 March 1949

Timeline 6 August 1947: Commission appointed
25 February 1948: Commission extended
5 April 1948: Interim report presented
2 June 1948: Interim report presented
4 August 1948: Commission extended

Commissioners Ronald Hugh White (Member of the Legislative Council) (Chairman)
Richard Eddy
Linton Charrington Gardiner
Wallace Fletcher Metcalfe
Willis Alan Scaife
Harold Wilfred Youren

Matters before the To report on laws relating to or affecting the sheep-farming industry in
Commission New Zealand, including:
1. the availability of land for sheep-farming and the opportunities that exist
for the uptake of that land for such purpose
2. the condition of any land used and the possible improvement of that land,
and the condition of any land formerly used or capable of being used for
sheep-farming
3. the methods of maintaining and increasing production in the industry,
whether by better management, increased top-dressing, improved
pastures, or by other means
4. labourin the industry, in regard to availability, efficiency and utilisation;
the drift of rural population is given special reference, to investigate
the possibility of attracting labour by way of improvement to rural
communities (such as housing, social and recreational amenities).

12 WORKING PAPER 2020/10 | MCGUINNESS INSTITUTE



Background

Recommendations

The Commission comprised sheep farmers from Wellington, Waiau, Te Araroa,
Wanaka and Napier. The overall objective of the Commission was to inquire
into the economic position of the industry and the welfare of the persons
engaged with and employed in it. During the course of the commission, they
travelled 44,000 miles (70,800 km) throughout New Zealand, held 130 sittings
and received evidence from 2,069 witnesses (649 of whom gave formal
evidence).

The April interim report made recommendations on the appointment of
a technical committee on supplies and reducing the price of supplies of
fertiliser. The report also proposed a strategy for assisting high-country
farmers who were liable to suffer snow losses of magnitude.

The June interim report was centred around the previous recommendation on
reducing the price of fertiliser. The report recommended fixing the maximum
freight charge at 30 shillings per ton to cover the combined road, rail and sea
cost of transport on artificial fertilisers. The farmer would pay the full costs
of transport and would be reimbursed for any payments made exceeding 30
shillings per ton. The existing South Island free railage points could be left
undisturbed if this was found desirable.

The Commission found that while most sheep farmers were prosperous, back-
country farmers faced hardships that, in the Commission’s opinion, should be
quashed by the Government. The Commission stated that the performance
of their recommendation would allow New Zealand to fulfil their contracts
with the United Kingdom, by way of increasing meat production. The final
report included analysis on the importance, structure and problems of the
sheep-farming industry; the considerations for the future of the industry;
recommendations on administration, and farming problems; and comparisons
of different sheep-farming regions in New Zealand. The recommendations
included proposals for a Sheep Industry Board and a Marginal Lands Board.

In regard to soil conservation and river control, they recommended the
abolition of catchment boards, and the dividing of rivers controls and land
conservation.

WORKING PAPER 2020/10 | MCGUINNESS INSTITUTE
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3.0 What we found

3.1 Research results

Figure 2 sets out the matters commonly considered since 1868. Only 102 copies of the 131 reports were

available online, meaning 28 could not be found (see Figure 3) and 1 was in progress.
Of the 102 that were available, the reports were not able to be found in one common location.

Figure 2: Number of Royal Commissions, by type [131]
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3.2 Observations
Key observations include:

e There is a place for simply reporting on what people think, collecting observations and ideas, rather
than trying to develop solutions in a fast and unconsidered manner. It takes time to understand the
problem/issue before trying to define the question and then develop a solution.

e Many matters inquired into are still equally relevant today and there may be a case for reading and
maybe repeating a number of them to learn, compare, consider and build on their approach and findings
today.

e Royal Commissions should be given the necessary time and resources to collect the insights sought.
Extensions are a normal part of good practice.

» Independence is key to trust; Ministers and government officials must be seen to be independent of the
findings and the recommendations until the report is delivered.

e New Zealand has consistently failed to collate and make available to the public these key reports that
not only shaped our history, but determine our future (e.g. the Treaty settlement process).

e Other Commonwealth countries have worked hard to keep a public record of Royal Commissions and
it is now time for New Zealand to do the same.
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Appendix 1: List of Royal Commissions

1868 Prisons

A —No. 12,

REPORTS

OF THE

ROYAL COMMISSION ON PRISONS.

PRESENTED TO BOTH HOUSES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, BY COMMAND OF
IS EXCELLENCY.

WELLINGTON.

1868.
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https://www.mcguinnessinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RC-16-Prisons.pdf

1874 Ship Scimitar [deaths of immigrants from scarlet fever and measles]

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.

1874.
NEW ZEALAND.

IMMIGRATION TO NEW ZEALAND.

(LETTERS TO THE AGENT.GENERAL, TRANSMITTING REPORTS ON IMMIGRANT
SHIPS.)

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by command of His Excellency.

N.B.—Muuy of the enclosures to these letters, comsisting of detnil veports of Immigration Officers, extracts from
newspapers, &c., it has been cousidered unnecessary to print.

CONTENTS.
Page ‘ Pago
“ Allababad ™ ... e 1! “Jessie Readman® ., 15
“ Adamant” ... 13 ; “Janct Court” 63
“Apelles” ., 55!
“ Asin " .. 60 “Lady Jocelyn” w14
| “ Lauderdale” - . 29
¢ Berar " 2
“ Buckmghumshue 64 ““Merope” .. 9
i “Mongoel” . . ... 80,60
“Columbus” ... 2|
“Celestial Queen” = 6| “Olago” " 6
“ Charlotte Gladstone” 6| “ Oceun Mail 26
“ Cardlgun Castle” ... 13
“Chili ™ . 18, 26 | ““ Peter Denny ™ - 1
“ City of Dunedin® ... w20 T Punjuub” L w10
« Carnatic” ... 40
“City of Glasgow” ... 41§ “Queen of the North”,., 30
“Queen of the Age” ... 39
“Douglag” . 4
“«Dover Castle” G | “Rakaia” .., 41
“ Dunfillan™ .. . 20
“Duke of Edinburgh” ... .. 21| “8t. Leonards™ o 3
“ Dilharree” ... " 87 { “Sahsbury™ ... e 24
“ Dorette ” ... .. 42 | “ Btar of kndia” - 25
“Surat” . 26 49
«E. P. Bouverie " 7| “Eeimitar™ |
“ Golden Sea ™ v 56| “Varuma” . 61
“ Hydaspes” ... v 10| “Wild Duck” . 23
 Helen Denny ™ 16 | ¥ Wild Deer”,,, 40
“ Hovding” .. 17 | “ William Davie” 43
“Hindostan”,, 19 | “ Wennington” 62
“Woedlark ”... . 44
“Tsles of the South” ... 28,41, 60
“Invererne” ... 38 | © Zealandia.” .., 15
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1874 Boiler accident at the Kurunui Battery, Thames Gold Field [and the machinery and
boilers on the field generally]

1874.
NEW ZEALAND.

BOILER ACCIDENT AT THE KURUNUI BATTERY,
THAMES GOLD FIELD,

(ROYAL COMMISSION TO INQUIRE INTO THE, AND INTO THE MACHINERY AND BOILERS ON
THE FIELD GENERALLY).

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Excellency.

Sir,— Public Works Office, Auckland, 24th April, 1874.

We have.the honor to report that we have completed the investigations into the late
boiler explosion at the Thames Gold Field, and on the boilers and machinery there generally,
and with this we beg to hand you box containing our report, plans, schedules, and minutes of
evidence; also minute-book, and the newspapers showing that the notices of the meeting of
the Commissioners had been duly advertised.

‘We have, &c.,
CuarLes O’NziLr.
JAMES STEWART.

J. Nancarrow.
The Hon. the Minister for Public Works, Wellington.

REPORT.

To His Excellency the Right Honorable Sir JaAMES FrerauUssoN, Baronet,
Governor of New Zealand, &ec., &c.
May 17 PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

We, the Commissioners appointed by your Excellency, under Commission dated the
21st of February, 1874, to inquire into the causes of the explosion of a boiler at the Kurunut
Battery, on the Thames Gold Field, by which threc persons were killed; also to inquire into the
nature and construction of said hoiler and machinery, and the use, management, and inspection
thereof; also into the nature, construction, and state of the boilers and machines used in
mining and quartz-crushing operations on the said gold field, and the usc, management, and
inspection of such boilers and machines, —now beg respectfully to report as under :

In accordance with the terms of the Commission, your Commissioners have examined the
boiler in question, and taken the cvidence of the persons more or less directly in charge of the
same and of the machinery at the Kurunni Battery, and of most of the principal engineers and
mine managers on the gold field. We have also carefully considered the evidence taken at the
Coroner’s inquest touching the death of the three persons caused by the explosion.

The Kurunui Battery is one of those on the gold field ranking as first-class. It was the
very first to be established on the field, and about six years ago its present arrangement was
effected. It consists of 41 head of stampers, together with berdans, driven by a horizontal
condensing engine, supplied by steam, at about 30 lbs. pressure, alternately by two boilers. One
of these was made originally for the engine, was worked alone for abount three years, and is the
one which burst, and caused the death of the three men, on the morning of the 24th Janunary last.
The other, or newer boiler, was procured for the purpose of allowing alternate working and
cleaning, and doing repairs, as iy common on the first-class mines and batteries on the field. The
water used in these bo%ers is from the sea. A cistern is filled at high water of every tide, the
contents of which serves during the ebb for the double purpose of use in the battery-boxes and
for condensation in'the engine. The boilers are fed from the hot well, in the usual manner.
Both boilers are of the kind known as Cornish. The one that burst has the firing flue enlarged
at the furnace end to unusual dimensions, having been evidently intended for the combustion
of wood.

1—H. 6.
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1876 Claims to compensation by owners of tramways

H.—15.

1876.
NEW ZEALAND.

CLAIMS TO COMPENSATION BY OWNERS
OF TRAMWAYS,

(REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION ON).

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Ezcellency.

[r.s.] NorMANBY, Governor.

To all whom these Presents shall come, and to RICHARD JAMES STRACHAN
HarmaN, Esquire, of Christchurch, in the Province of Canterbury,
and GeoreE BissoN CooPER, Esquire, of Wellington, in the
Province of Wellington, Under Secretary-—GREETING :

‘WaEREAS it is alleged that the owners of certain tramways mentioned in the
Schedule hereto construeted certain tramway lines upon the faith of certain
Resolutions passed by the County Council of the County of Westland, which
Resolutions, amongst other things, provided that in the event of a Government
road being opened which should compete with any tramway to its detriment, such
compensation as the Counecil might deem fit should be given to the owners of the
tramway so injured: And whereas a certain Government road or roads has or
have been made, which it is alleged has or have caused a diminution in the
receipts arising from the tramways mentioned in the Schedule hereto: And
whereas the Provincial Council of the Province of Westland passed eertain
Resolutions, by which certain lands were awarded as compensation to the owners
of the said tramways, and the Superintendent was requested to give effeét to such
Resolutions as soon as the necessary powers should be obtained from the General
Government :

And whereas it is expedient that a Commission should be appointed to make
inquiry as to what compensation (if any) is rightly and equitably due to the
owners of such tramways or some of them by reason of the alleged diminution in
their receipts cansed as aforesaid, and to make inquiry into the several matters
and things herein set forth in the manner hereinafter provided :

Now, therefore, know ye that I, George Augustus Constantine, Marquis of
Normanby, the Governor of the Colony of New Zealand, having full trust in your
impartiality, ability, and integrity, in pursuance and exercise of all powers and
authorities enabling me in this behalf, and by and with the advice and consent of
the Executive Council of the said colony, do hereby appoint you the said

Ricrarp JaMEs STrRACHAN HARMAN, and

GEORGE SissoN COOPER,
to be Commissioners by all lawful ways and means, and subject to the terms of
these presents, to examine, inquire, and report on the several matters and things

hereinafter set forth, that is to say,—
1—H. 15.
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1876 New General Assembly Library

H—37.

1876.
NEW ZEALAND.

NEW GENERAL ASSEMBLY LIBRARY

(REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION APPOINTED TO DECIDE UPON A PROPER SITE FOR.)

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Hwcellency.

No. 1.
The CHateMax of the ComumrssioN to His Excellency the GoverNor.

My Lorp Marqurs,— Wellington, 12th July, 1876.

As Chairman of the Royal Commission appointed to examine and decide upon a proper site
for a new library, I have the honor to enclose our Report, and to forward herewith the plans therein
referred to.

I have, &c.,
The Most Honorable the Marquis of Normanby, J. RICHARDSON,
Governor of New Zealand, &c. Chairman of Royal Commission.

Enclosure in No. 1.

To His Excellency the Most Noble the Marquis of Noemawsy, K.C.M.G., Governor of New
Zealand, &e.
My Lorp,—

We, Commissioners appointed on the 7th day of October, 1875, by Letters Patent under the
hand of your Excellency and the Great Seal of the colony, to examine and decide upon a proper site
for a new library, and to call for and decide upon designs for the same, beg to report,—

That after mature deliberation, and having taken evidence upon the different questions, both with
regard to the site and the material of the building, we have come to the conclusion that the plans
submitted herewith are best calculated to carry out, in our opinion, the objects referred to in the
Commission ; and in that view we would suggest for your Excellency’s approval that a vote for a
sufficient amount to carry out the work should be submitted to Parliament during the present Session,
and that the building should be at once proceeded with.

The plans transmitted herewith, prepared by the Colonial Architect, will show the position
selected, and are as follows:—

I.—Basement.
II.—Ground Plan, showing the connection betwecn the new building and the Legislative
Council.
IT1.—First Floor.
IV.—Roof and Sections.
V.—South and West Elevation.
VI.—Section on Line CD.

VIIL.—Section on Line EF.

FEstimated cost, £14,000.

We cannot close our Report without again bringing under your Excellency’s notice the danger to
which the books are at present exposed, and the great loss which would be entailed upon the colony
by their destruction.

Dawiern PoriEw.
Epwarp Rrcmarpsox.
J. RICHARDSON.

G. M. WaTERHOTSE.
‘WirLiaM FITzHERBERT.

By Authority : GEORGE DIDBBURY, Government Printer, Wellington.—1876.
Prioe 3d.]
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1877 Philadelphia Centennial International Exhibition of 1876 [to secure the representation

of New Zealand]

H.—23.

1877.
NEW ZEALAND.,

PHILADELPHIA CENTENNIAL INTERNATIONAL
EXHIBITION OF 1876.

Piegented to both Houses o}‘ the General Assembly by Command of His Exzcellency.

REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION APPOINTED TO SECURE THE REPRESENTATION
OF NEW ZEALAND,

COMMISSION.

Vicroria, by the Grace of Gop, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Queen,
Defender of the Faith, and so forth.

To our Trusty and Well-beloved
The Honorable Warrer Barpock Drzant MaNTELL;
The Honorable WiLnrax GISBORNE;
‘WirniaM Horr Levix, Esquire; and
Danier McINryre, Esquire.

‘WaEREAS an International Exhibition of the Works of Art and of the Products of Agriculture and
Industry of all Nations is to be held in the City of Philadelphia, in the United States of America, in
the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-six. And whereas it has been represented to Us
that it is desirable that Commissioners should beappointed to devise and carry out the details necessary
for the transmission to Philadelphia of any articles, the produce or manufacture of Our Colony of
New Zcaland, intended for exposition at the said International Exhibition, for the due display thereat,
and for the subsequent sale or careful return to their owners: Now know ye, that We, reposing
especial trust and confidence in your knowledge, integrity, and ability, do by these presents authorize
and appoint you to be such Commissioners accordingly, of whom any three shall form a quorum, with
full power to act in these premises :

In testimony whereof, We have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent,and the Great Seal

of Our said Colony of New Zealand to be hereunto affixed.

Witness Our right trusty and entirely beloved Cousin and Councillor, George Angustus
Constantine, Marquis of Normanby, Earl of Mulgrave, Viscount Normanby, and

Baron Mulgrave of Mulgrave, all in the County of York in the Peerage of the

United Kingdom ; and Baron Mulgrave of New Ross, in the County of Wexford, in

(r.8.) the Peerage of Ireland; a Member of our Most Honorable Privy Council, Knight
Commander of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George,

Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over Our Colony of New Zealand and its
Dependencies, and Viee-Admiral of the same; and issued under the Seal of the

said Colony, at Wellington, this fifteenth d-g of July, in the year of our Lord one

thousand eight hundred and seventy-five, and in the thirty-ninth year of Our reign.

NoRMANBY,

Vicroris by the Grace of Gov, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Queen,
Defender of the Faith, and so Forth:
To our Trusty and Well-beloved
James Hreroxr, Companion of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael
and Saint George, Doctor of Medicine, a Fellow of the Royal Society of
London, Manager of the New Zealand Institute, Director of the Geolo-
gical Survey of New Zealand.

‘Wregeas by Letters Patent bearing date the fifteenth day of July, one thousand eight hundred and
seventy-five, and passed under the Seal of Our Colony of New Zealand, Reciting that an International

1.—H. 23.
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1877

Jackson’s Bay settlement [governance]

H.—28a.

1877.
) NEW ZEALAND.

JACKSON’S BAY SETTLEMENT

(PAPERS RELATING TO THE ISSUE O A ROYAL COMMISSION TO INQUIRE INTO THE).

Laid on the Table of the House and ordered to be printed, >26th October, 1877.

No. 1.

Mr. H. L. RoninsoN to the Hon. the COoLONIAL SECRETARY.

Sir,— County Council Chambers, Hokitika, 16th July, 1877.
By direction of the County Council, I have the honor to forward copy of a resolution passed
at the sitting held on the 11th instant, as follows: —

“ That, in the opinion of this Council, the proper method to set at rest the very unsatisfactory and
conflicting reports regarding the actual condition of the Jackson’s Bay Special Settlement would be
for the Government to appoint a Royal Commission to inquire into and report on same; that this
Council therefore respectfully request the Government to appoint such Commission, and would at the
same time suggest that this Council be represented in such Commission.”

The Council, I may remark, in arriving at this decision, were not led thereto by any impression
that the settlement was mismanagcd by the officer in charge of it, and had no intention of impugning
the conduct or action of any person in connection with it. But strong doubts are entertained as to
the capability of the country to support an agricultural population, on account of the extreme poorness
of the soil, and the difficulty and expcnse of clearing it; and the expediency of spending any more
public money in its support is so questioned, that the Council were of opinion that the whole subject
could best be inquired into and determined by a Commission partly composed of practical men, whose
business it weuld be to inquire into the present actual condition of the settlers, and to arrive at a well-

considered conclusion as to their future prospects at Jackson’s Bay.
I have, &ec.,
II. L. ROBINSON,

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. County Chairman.

MEMORANDUM.

REFER to Hon. Mr. Bonar for any remark he may be pleased to make on this proposal. I do not
know that it is intended to spend more public money in Jackson’s Bay, nor can I see that a Royal
Commission is necessary to tell us what is already known.

28th July, 1877. . Danier Porrewn.

Hox. Dr. PoLLEN,—

The fullest information as to the nature of the soil of the settlement, and its adaptability for
settlement, is already in possession of the Government from repeated official reports and otherwise.
Full details, showing the present and past condition and future prospects of the settlement, are
embodied in the reports from the Resident Agent and correspondence to Minister for Immigration.
There can be no possible difficulty, if the County Council desired to make a personal inspection of the
settlement, to their doing so, without the expense and trouble of a Royal Commission. A copy of the
last annual report by the Resident Agent was forwarded by me to the County Chairman, and laid on
the table of the Council

Wellington, 23rd August, 1877. JamEs A. BowNar.
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1877 Charges made by Thomas Butler, late Keeper, Nelson Lunatic Asylum

H.—34.

1877.
NEW ZEALAND.

CHARGES MADE BY THOMAS BUTLER, LATE
KEEPER, NELSON LUNATIC ASYLUM

(REPORT OF ROYATL, COMMISSION APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO, TOGETHER WITH EVIDENCE).

Report ordered to be printed 14th November, 1877.

To His ExcerieEncy rue Most NonrLE THE Marquis oF NormanNey, P.C., G.C.M.G., GovErNOR
oF NEwW ZEALAND.
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

Upon the receipt of your Excellency’s Commission, bearing date the 28th day of August last,
and in exercise of the powers which your Excellency was pleased to confer upon us thereby, we gave
notice to all parties interested, and we fixed the 6th day of September, 1877, at 11 o’clock in the fore-
noon, as the day and hour, and the Nelson Lunatic Asylum as the place, for holding our inquiry.

We have now the honor to submit the following report, upon which we have agreed after maturely
considering the evidence :

That Mr. Butler, the late Keeper of the Asylum, Dr. Boor, the Medical Officer, and Mrs. Kenny,
the Matron, attended at the time and place appointed.

That Mr. Butler expressed a wish to be represented by counsel, and a similar privilege being
thereupon claimed by the Medical Officer and the Matron, wo decided to allow all parties to be so
represented.

That we adjourned to the following day at the Resident Magistrate’s office, when Mr. Butler
attended with his solicitor, Mr. Buuny, and the Medical Officer and the Matron were present with their
solicitor, Mr. Pitt.

That we have examined fifteen witnesses, and admitted certain documentary and other proof. The
evidence taken and the exhibits are forwarded herewith.

That the inquiry lasted several days, and we have endeavoured to make it as thorough and search-
ing as possible.

That it is proved that the charge “that the Matron bad on two oceasions procured her own mis-
carriage” is destitute of truth, and there never was any reason to justify Mv. Butler in suspecting any-
thing of the sort.

‘Lhat the charge “ that the Medieal Officer and the Matron had been guilty of improper familiari-
ties "’ is a wilful and malicious falschood.

That the petitioner, Mr. Batler, had, whilst Keeper of the Asylum, on one occasion attempled
improver familiarities with the Matron, which were promptly resented.

That on another occasion, Mr. Butler, whilst Keeper of the Asylum, is proved, partly by his own
admission, to have indecently assaulted the Matron.

That the Matron thercupon threatened to report him, and only desisted on receiving an
apology and promises of future good behaviour.

That foiled, in his attempts upon the Matron, and actuated, in our opinion, by a spirit of jealousy
and revenge, and also by a desirc to get the Matron’s situation for his own grand-daughter, Mr. Butler
persecuted the Matron with vague threats of bringing disgraceful charges against her, and of dismissal,
unless she resigned.

‘That the Matron refused to resign, deelaring, ¢ She had done nothing to be ashamed of.””

That we forwarded the bottle marked A to Dr. Hector, in order that the confents might be
properly analyzed, and Mr. Skey’s evidence fully sustains Dr. Boor’s statement, and the opinion of Dr.
Bligh, that it would be found to be *“ Belladonna liniment,”” without the slightest trace of ergot.

That we do not attach the slightest importance to the question of whether ergot was being taken
by the Matron or not ; because it is proved by the medical ¢vidence that it would have no effcet under
the circumstances in bringing about what Mr. Butler charges; and that it would have been a very
suitable and proper medicine for her to have taken in her then state of health.

That as a matier of fact the Matron was not taking ergot.

That had ergot been found in the Belladonna liniment, it would simply have been evidence that
Mr. Butler or Mr. Tatton bad put it there.

That bottle A was, when first produced, at once recognized by Mr. Butler, and admitted by him to
contain part of the fluid he had removed from the Matron’s roow, and some of the sawme liquid he bad
given Taiton to analyze. Adfter, however, hearing the medical testimony, Mr. Butler expressed a wish
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1878

Employment of Females Acts [whether the Acts are effective]

1878.
NEW ZEALAND.

EMPLOYMENT OF FEMALES ACTS

(REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO THE WORKING OF THE).

Presented to both Houses of the General J.e&cmbl‘z/ "})‘1/ Command of His Ezcellency.

No. 1.
APPOINTMENT OF COMMISSION.
(r.s.) NorMANBY, Governor.

To all to whom these Presents shall come, and to Cmarpes Kwrtant, of Wellington, in the Colony of
New Zealand, Auditor-General; ALFrREp Rowrnanp CHeETHAM STrRODE, of Dunedin, in the said
colony, Esquire; the Hon. Wirtrtam HuwreEr ReywyoLnvs, of Dunedin aforesaid ; James Furron,
Esquire ; and JaMEs BENN Brapsaaw, of the same place, Esquire, greeting :

‘Wanereas it has been represented to me that it would be desirable if an inquiry were made into the
operation of an Act passed by the General Assembly of the colony in the year 1873 the short title
whereof 1s * The Employment of Females Act,”” and which said Act has also been amended by several
subsequent cnactments: And whereas it is expedient that a Commission should be appointed to make
such inquiry with, under, and subject to the powers, terms, and conditions hereinafter set forth :

Now, therefore, know ye that I, George Augustus Constantine, Marquis of Normanby, Governor
of the Colony of New Zealand, having full trust and confidence in your ability and integrity, in
pursuance and exercise of all powers and authorities enabling me in this behalf, and by and with the
advice and consent of the Executive Council of the said colony, do hereby appoint you the said

CrarrLes Kwienr,

ALrrep RowrnanNp CHETYAM STRODE,

Hon. Wirttiam HunteEr REYNOLDS,

JamMEs Fvrrow, and

Jaymes BeExy Bravsnaw,
to be Commissioners, by all lawful ways and means, and subject to these presents, to examine and
inquire into the several matters hereinafter set forth :—

First—To inquire into the operation of the hereinbefore-mentioned Act and the several amend-
ments thereof, and to what extent the said Acts or any of them have accomplished the purposes for
which they were passed;

Second—To inquire whether, in your opinion, any of the said Acts are capable of amendment,
and in what respects such amendments should be made ; and

Third—To inquire whether the said Acts or any of them ought, in your opinion, to be repealed
or cease to operate.

And I do hereby authorize and empower yvou, before you shall enter upon the subject-matter of
this inquiry, to appoint one of your number to be Chairman at meetings to be held by you under these
presents; and, in case of the illness or absence of such Chairman from any meeting, then that you may
appoint any one of your number to bo Chairman at such meeting :

And I do hereby declare that the powers and authorities hereby given to you the said Com-
missioners may be exercised by any three of you sitting and acting together :

And I do hereby further autborize and empower you the said Commissioners as aforesaid, by all
lawful ways and means, to examine and inquire into every matter and thing touching and concerning
the premises in such manner, and at such time or times and at such place or places within the Pro-
vincial District of Otago as you may appoint or determine: Provided that any such inquiry may be
adjourned by you from time to time, or from place to place, but so that no such adjournment shall be
for a longer period than ten days at any one time, nor to any place without the limits of the said
district :

And T do hereby also authorize and empower you to have before you and examine, on oath or
otherwise, as may be allowed by law, any Inspector appointed under the said Acts or any of them, and
all such other person or persons whom you shall judge capable of affording you any information
touching or concerning the said inquiry or any part thereof, then and there to produce any books,

1—H. 2.

24

WORKING PAPER 2020/10 | MCGUINNESS INSTITUTE



https://www.mcguinnessinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RC-24-Employment-of-Females-Act.pdf

1878 Petition of James Mackintosh and Son [over land]

1878.
NEW ZEALAND.

-

PETITION OF JAMES MACKINTOSH AND SON

(PAPERS RELATING TO THE ACTION TAKEN ON THE).

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Excellency.

No. 1.

PeriTroN of Jamus MacriNntosE and Sow.
To the House of Representatives of Now Zealand in Parliament assembled.
The humble petition of the undersigned showeth,—

That three years ago your petitioner and his son selected each 200 acres under the deferred-pay
ment system in the Southland Distriet. The land was unsurveyed, and nearly two years elapsed before
survey was completed, and license issued. In the meantime we had to pay the half-yearly instalments
regularly, notwithstanding we were kept out of possession of the land. Having made arrangements to
reside constantly on the land, by building a comfortable house and putting up fencing, we had deter-
mined to cultivate and put under crop about two-thirds of the allotment this season, September.

That the Board having revoked the license on the ground alleged, that the conditions of residence
were not fully complied with, your petitioners crave your honorable House to inquire into the harsh
treatment they have received at the hands of the Board, and to give such redress as may be thought
proper.

pAnd your petitioners will ever pray, &e. James MACKINTOSH,
(for Self and Son.)

No. 2.

Pusnic Perrrrons CoMmiTTEE REPORT on the PerrrroNn of Jamnms MackiNtosm and Son.

Tue petitioners complain of the action of the Southland Waste Lands Board in cancelling their
license to occupy land on deferred payments, on the ground of not having complied with the conditions.

They pray tor inquiry and redress. 'The Committee have examined James Mackintosh, one of the
petitioners, and also two members of the Waste Liunds Board, and it appears that the license in question
was cancelled becausoe the Board considered that the petitioners wero evading the condition of personal
rosidence. The petitioners ask for independent inquiry, and state that they would pay the costs if the
result of such inquiry was adverse to their interest.

I am directed to report that the Committee recommend that a Commission of impartial persons be
appointed to inquire into petitioners’ case, with power to take evidence on oath, whose decision shall
be final; and, in the event of the petitioners failing to prove to the satisfaction of the Commissioners
that they complied with the conditions of personal occupation within the meaning of subscetion 4 of
section 54 of “ The Otago Waste Lands Act, 1872, the cost of such inquiry be paid by petitioners.

TeoMAs KELLY,
26th October, 1877. ] Chairman.

No. 3.

Rovan ComMigsioNn to Charles Dudley Robert Ward, Esq., and a District Judge, and to James
Stewart Shanks, Heq., to inquire into the Petition of James Mackintosh and Son.
To all to whom these presents shall come, and to Charles Dudley Robert Ward, Esq.
and a District Court Judge, and James Stewart Shanks, Esq., Chairman of the
Southland County Council, greeting.
Warreas one James Mackintosh, of Invercargill, in the Provineial District of Otago, on behalf
of himself and his son, has presented a petition to the House of Representatives, setting forth,
amongst other things, that three years ago petitioner and his son selected each 200 acres of land,
under the deferred-payment system, in the Southland District; and that the Southland waste lands
Board have revoked tho liconse or licenses issucd to the said petitioners on the alleged ground
that the conditions of residence were mot fully complied with, and the petitioners craved the
honorable House to inquire into the harsh treatment they had received at the hands of the Board,
and to give such redress as might be thought proper:

1—C. 8.
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1879 University of New Zealand, and its relations to the secondary schools of the colony

REPORT

OF THR

ROYAL COMMISSION

APPOINTED BY HIS EXCELLENCY TOQ

INQUIRE INTO AND REPORT UPON THE OPERATIONS OF THE

UNIVERSITY OF NEW ZEALAND

AND ITS RELATIONS TO THR

SECONDARY SCHOOLS OF THE COLONY:

TOGETHER WITH

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS, MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, AND APPENDIX.

PRESENTED TO BOTH HOUSES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY BY COMMAND OF
HIS EXCELLENCY.

WELLINGTON.
BY AUTHORITY: GEORGE DIDSBURY, GOVERNMENT PRINTER.

1879.
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1879

Electoral roll of Mongonui [Mangonui] and Bay of Islands District

H.—8.

1879.
NEW ZEALAND.

ELECTORAL ROLL OF MONGONUI AND BAY OF
ISLANDS DISTRICT.

(REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSIONER APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO CERTAIN MATTERS
CONNECTED WITH.)

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His FExcellency.

To His Excellency Sir HercuLes Georer Roserr Roninson, Governor of New Zcaland.

Your ExXCELLENCY,—

In obedience to the terms of a Commission issued to me on the 11th of February last,
I have made the inquiry therein indicated and set forth. Tor reasons which it is not ncces-
sary to detail, T thought it best to open the investigation at Russell, in the Bay of Islands ; but,
after taking some evidence there, I found that, to render the inquiry exhaustive, it would be
necessary to take additional evidence at other places, which, under the terms of your Excellency’s
Commission, I was able ta do. Accordingly, in addition to Russell, T held a Court at Wha-
ngaroa, at Mongonui, at Hokianga, and lastly at Auckland. I was accompanied throughout by
Mr. Grey, a shorthand reporter, to take notes of the evidence, and by Mr. Brown, interpreter
t0 the Supreme Court at Auckland, to translate the Maori evidence. I have every reason to be
satisfied with the assistance rendered me by these gentlemen. A werbdafim report of the whole
of the evidence given by thirty-eight witnesses was accurately taken, and accompanies this
report. However unpleasant some portions of the duty may bave been to myself, I think it
will be seen that the inguiry has been conducted in an impartial and unsparing manner, and that
the report of the evidence will show that it has been searching and exhaustive.

Probably the most convenient form in which I can placc the matter before your Excellency
will be to give a brief narrative of the local political circumstances of the Mongonui and Bay
of Islands Electoral District for the last few years; then to direct attention to the salient
features of the evidence; and finally to express, in plain terms, as T am commanded to do, my
opinion on the various matters and questions on which T am directed to report.

Up to the year 1871 political feeling in the Bay of Islands was in a state which may be
described as calm and peaceful. The old Mission families, their connections and friends, rested
placidly, in the calm assurance that they had a prescriptive right to control the public feeling
and political action of the district in which they resided. Maoris, it is true, were on the
electoral roll, but this, up to the ycar 1871, was probably regarded by the dominant families
rather as a source of strength than of weakness. At the general election of 1871, however,
the serenity of the political atmosphere was rudely disturbed. For it was found that their
chosen candidate, Mr. Carleton, was to be opposed by Mr. McLeod, and, incredible as it must
have seemed to many, the latter gentleman was actually returned as the member for the district.
It is pertinent to this inquiry to remark that the result of the election was said at the time to
be mainly due to the active exertions of Mr. John Lundon, a gentleman whose name occurs
with great frequency in the evidence taken by me. In 1873, owing to the resignation of Mr.
McLeod, another election took place in the district. The candidates this time were Mr. John
Lundon and Mr. John Williams, the present member. There was a third candidate, whose
pame need not appear here, for the contest, which was close, lay between the above-named
gentlemen, Mr. Williams being elected by a small majority. It may here be remarked, by wa,
of parenthesis, that Mr. Edward Marsh Williams, the brother of the successful candidate, filled
at that time and up to a recent period the office of Registration and Returning Officer for the
Mongonui and Bay of Islands clectorate. Mr. John Lundon, the defeated candidate, does not
appear to have accepted his defeat as final. On the contrary, with the view apparently of again
contesting the seat at some future period, he seems to have determined that the electoral roll
should become more favourable to himself. Accordingly, during the registration period of 1874,
he caused many electoral claims to be filled up and made, mostly by Maoris and half-castes, who
were supposed to be adherents and supporters of his own. And, notwithstanding many dis-
couragements, efforts such as these have been persisted in and continued by Mr. Lundon up to
the present time. These continued efforts, which appear only to have beep intensified by a
second defeat, seem at an early period to have spread consternation and dismay among Mr.
Lundon’s opponents. Most of the claims preferred by Mr. Lundon’s Maori friends were made
on freehold qualification, the freehold in all cases being held in common by a number of
persons. It was therefore determined to test the validity of that qualification, with the view of
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1880 Civil service of New Zealand

1880.
NEW ZEALAND.

CIVIL SERVICE OF NEW ZEALAND

(REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION APPOINTED TO INQUIRE AND REPORI UPON THE).

Presented to both Houses of the General dssembly by Command of His Brcellency.

ROYAL COMMISSION.

Vicrowrta, by the grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, Queen,
Defender of the Faith, and so forth: -~ To our trusty and loving subjects, Sir RosErr Dovaras
of Whangarei, Baronet; Tuosras Krrny, of New Plymouth, Esquire; Cmarrnes Prarazyw, of
Featherston, Esquire ; and Arrrep SAUNDERS, of Ashburton, Esquire: all in our Colony of New
Zealand—GREETING :

WikrEAs the Governor of our said colony hath, by and with the adviee and consent of the Fxeculive

Jouncil thereof, deemed it expediont that a Commission should be forthwith issued for the purposes

and in the manner hereinafter set forth :

. Now, therefore, know yo that we, reposing great trust and confidence in yonr zeal, knowledge, and
ability, do, by these presents, constitute and appoint you the said Sir Robert Douglas, Thomas Kelly,
Charles Pharazyn, and Alfred Saunders to be our Commissioners for the purpose of inguiring into the
constitution and organization of the Civil Serviee of our said colony as such Service is al present
constituted and organized, and to consider by what mcans the cost of such Service to our said colony
may be reduced without impairing or lessening the efficiency fhereof, and whether the said Service
ought in any manner to be reorganized or reconstituted, having dne regard to such efliciency as afore-
naid.

And, for the better enabling you to carry these presents into effect, we do authorize and empower

you or any two or more of you to make and conduet any iuquiry under these presents at such place
or places in the colony as you may deem expedient, and to call before you such persons or person as
you may judge necessary, by whom you may be better informed of the matters herein submitted for
your consideration, and also to call for and examine all such recerds, books, documents, accounts,
or papers, as you shall judge likely to afford you the fullest informaiion on the subject of this our

Commission, aud to inquire of and concerning the premises by all other lawful ways and means

whatsoever. 5
And our further will and pleasure is that yéu or any two or more of you do report to us, under

vour hands and seals, with as little delay as may be consistent with a due discharge of the duties

hereby imposed upon you, your opinion on the several matters herein submitted for your consideration,
with power to certify unto us from time to lime your several proceedings in respect of any of the
matters aforesaid, if it may seem expedient for you so to do.

And we do further declare that this our Commission shall continue in full force and virtue, and
that you, our said Commissioners, or any two or more of you, shall and may from time to time proceed
in the executiont thereof, and of every matter and thing therein contained, although the same be not
continued from titne to time by adjournment.

In testimony whereof we have caused these our letters to be made patent, and the seal of the said
colony to be hercunto affixed.

‘Witness our Trusty and Well-beloved Sir ITercules Greorge Robert Robinson, Knight Grand
Cross of our Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint Greorge, Grovernor
and Commander-in-Chief in and over our colony of New Zealand and its Dependencies,
and Vice-Admiral of the same; and issued under the Seal of our said Colony, at Wel-
lington, this tenth day of Maréh, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and eighty, and in the forty-third year of our reign.

Issued by the Governor in Council. IIerourEs RoBINSON.

! Forsrer G-orivg, )
Clerk of the Executive Council.
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1880 University of New Zealand, and its relations to the secondary schools of the colony
[continues report of 1879 by same title]

H.—1.

REPORT

OF THE

ROYAL COMMISSION

APPOINTED BY HI8 EXCELLENCY TO

INQUIRE INTO AND REPORT UPON THE OPERATIONS OF THE

UNIVERSITY OF NEW ZEALAND

SECONDARY SCHOOLS OF THE COLONY :

TOGETHER WITH

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS, MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, AND APPENDIX.

(In continuation of paper H.-1, presented Session I., 1879.)

PRESENTED TO BOTH HOUSES OF THE GENERATL ASSEMELY BY COMMAND OF
HIS EXCELLENCY.

WELLINGTON.
BY AUTHORITY : GEORGE DIDSBURY, GOVERNMENT PRINTER,

1880,
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1880 The Confiscated Lands Inquiry and Maori Prisoners’ Trials Act 1879

1880.
"NEW ZEALAND.

REPORTS

OF THE

ROYAL COMMISSION

APPOINTED BY HIS EXCELLENCY UNDER

“THE CONTISCATED LANDS INQUIRY AND MAORI
PRISONERS’ TRIALS ACT, 1879:”

TOGETIIER WITH

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS AND EVIDENCE, AND APPENDICES.

Presented 1o both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Hwcellency.

WELLINGTON.
BY AUTHORITY : GEORGE DIDSBURY, GOVERNMENT PRINTER.

1880,
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1883

The immigrant ship “Oxford” [outbreak of typhoid fever]

Do—11.-

1883.
NEW ZEALAND.

THE IMMIGRANT SHIP “OXFORD”

(REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON).

Presented to the House of Representatives by Command of Iis Dxcellency.

No. 1.

Dr. GraeraMm to the Hon. the MiNisTER for IMMIGRATION.
' Wellington, 29th August, 1883,
I have the honour to forward herewith the report of the Commission appointed to
inquire into the origin and existence of infectious and other disease on board the barque « Oxford ”
duTing her voyage from Plymouth to Port Nicholson, together with the Commission issued by His
Excellency the Governor, the evidence taken by us, Surgeon-Superintendent’s report, and

Parliamentary Paper, D.~4. -
T have the honour to request that you will be good endugh to forward these documents to His

SR,

Excellency the Governor. T have, &e.,
G, W. GraBuam, M.D., :
The Hon. the Minister for Immigration. Chairman of the Commission.
Enclosure.
CoMMISSIONERS' REPORT.
MAY 11 PLEASE YOUR EXCBLLENCY,— Wellington, 29th August, 1883.

‘We, tho Commissioners appointed to inguire into the origin and outbreak of typhoid fever
and other circumstances attending the voyage of the barque “Oxford” from England to FPort
Nicholson, having procceded to make inquiries intrusted to us, and having taken evidence, have the
honour to report that we have elicited the following facts :-—

The Commissioners regret that they have not had the advantage of seeing the detailed report
of the circumstances attending the first voyage of the ship, promised by Sir F. D. Bell, but not yet
t5 hand. (Vide Parliamentary Paper, D.~4, 1883, page 6.) In tho absence of this important
information they have felt it necessary to make some inquiries regarding the dépdt at Plymouth,
the condition of the ship when joined by the emigrants, and other matters which might throw light
on the origin of the outgreak of typhoid fever.

The Dépét—While complaints of the dirty state of the establishment and the want of such
ordinary comforts as the scverity of the weather would render essential are almost universal, it
would appear that good health prevailed amongst its intnates previous to the first voyage, and that
the cause of the disease must be sought clsewhere. The establishment, however, was faulty in
various respects : the sleeping accommodation as described by the married witnesses being absurdly
small, and the filthy condition of the bedding almost incredible ; vermin appear to have abounded;
a proper supply of bed-clothing for the existing cold weather wasnot forthcoming ; and a considerable
amount of unnecessary harshness seems to have been displayed in the management, more particularly
with regard to the women and children. A considerable amendment is stated to have occurred .
during the visit of the Agent-Geeneral, for whose inspection special preparations were said to have been
made. The Commissioners would, however, point out the cvidence of Henry Jay and others, as
ghowing the filthy state of the establishment and the bedding.

The Ship.—Suggestions have been made that hides and other offengive matters had been carried
a8 cargo on a previous voyage, but evidence and examinations of log-books clearly prove that corn
and seeds only had been taken gn the two last occasions. The vesscl herself is roomy and airy
betweon decks, and certainly givés the impression that she is well suited for the conveyance of
emigrants. It is right, however, to state that the fittings had been removed before our inspection;
in accordance with the usual practice on going into quarantine.

First Voyage.—The quality of the water carried on this occasion calls for no remarks from us,
as the certificate furnished by the Board of Trade sufficiently condemns it as unfit for use.. (Vide:
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1888 Middle Island [South Island] native land question

1888.
NEW ZEALAND.

MIDDLE ISLAND NATIVE LAND QUESTION

(REPORT ON), BY MR. COMMISSIONER MACKAY.

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His FHuwxcellency.

Mr. A, Macray to the Hon. the Narive MINISTER.
Temuka, 5th May, 1887.
I have the honour to transmit herewith my report on the Middle Island question referred
to me under Royal Commission, dated the 12th May, 1886, and beg respectfully to request that the
same may be laid before His lxcellency the Governor, to whom it is addressed.

The importance of the matter has compelled me to go to some length in dealing with it, for
the purpose of placing the whole question in an intelligible shape to enable it to be fully compre-
bended, and all the obligations, whether legally or morally binding on the Government, to bhe
fulfilled in the fullest and fairest manner.

The whole of the land purchases in the southern provinces have been dealt with in my report,
and the recommendations made in regard to the Ngaitahu and Murihiku purchases are of a twofold
character.

(@.) That blocks of land should be set apart as an endowment to provide an independent fund
for the promotion of the objects which were held out to the Natives as an inducement to part with
their land. A fund of this kind would possess manifold advantages, one of the chiel being that
the moneys accruing for the purpose would be derived from a permanent and independent source,
removed from the ever-varying influence of Parliament, or other causes which have hitherto inter-
fered with an equitable fulfilment of the claims of the southern Natives.

The following objects are some of the purposcs for which the moneys conld be expended:

1) The ercction and maintenance of schoolhouses and other buildings for gencral purposes;
(2) the feneing, improving, and drainage of land ; (3) the purchase of implements of husbandry;
(4) medical aid and medicines; (5) schoolmasters’ salaries; (6) purchase of books and other school-
requisites ; (7) contribution to local rates; (8) the purchase of food and clothing for destitute and
deerepit Natives; (9) and generally for any other purposes that would tend to promote the soeial
and moral welfare of the Natives.

(b.) That blocks of land be set apart for the use and occupation of the Natives to an extent
that would augment the quanlity owned by each man, woman, and child to fifty acres per head.

Under those heads the following guantities have been recommended in the under-mentioned
blocks, namely :—

Ngaitahu Purchase.-— (1) HEndowment purposes, 100,000 acres; (2) individual use and
occupation, in addition to the quantity already reserved, 30,700 acres: total, 130,700 acres.

Murikiky Purchase. — (1) Endowment purposes, 40,000 acres; (2) individual use and
-occupation, in addition to the quantity already reserved, 15,412 acres: total, 55,412 acres.

Being a gross total of 186,112 acres for all purposes in both blocks.

The Alkaroa purchases are included in the Ngaitahu Block.

I have not made any recommendation in respect of the Otakou Block, but have furnished full
particulars touching the acquisition of the land and the obligations pertaining to it, which will
:serve as a basis of operation for future action.

I have been unable to fully complete the whole of the duties devolving on me under the
Commaission ag regards—(1) The sclection of the land ; (2) the ascertainment of the names, &c., on
whose behalf provision of land should be made.

As regards the first mnatler, the Survey Department possesses the best facilities for this part of
the work, and I would beg to recommend that it be asked to perform the duty. With reference to
the second, the actual position of the matter as regards individual acreage cannot be finally deter-
mined until the whole of the Court-work is completed, and the records of acreage — allotted
individually—are made up for each settlement.

Under the proposition made by me touching the land to be set apart for endowment purposes,
there is nothing to prevent some of the best pastoral or agricultural land being appropriated for it,
as oxisting rights will not be interfered with, nor will the settlement of the country be impeded, as
it will still, notwithstanding the dedication to other uses, remain under the control of the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands, to be troated preciscly in the same manner ag other waste lands, the only
.difference being that the revenue aceruing would have to be paid to a scparate account.

1—G. 1.

SIR,—

32 WORKING PAPER 2020/10 | MCGUINNESS INSTITUTE


https://www.mcguinnessinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RC-32-Middle-Island-Native-Land-Question.pdf

1889 The Tauponuiatia Block

1889.
NEW ZEALAND.

THE TAUPONUIATIA BLOCK

(REPORT OF THE ROYATL, COMMISSION APPOINTHD TO INQUIRE INTO CERTAIN
MATTERS CONNECTED WITH THE HEARING OF).

Presented to both Houses o;‘ the General :/lssembly by Command of His FExcellency.

To Iis Excellency the Governon of Ngw ZpEALAnD, &c.

WE, the undersigned, appointed by a Conunission, dated the 9th day of July, 1889, under the hand
of the Governor, and sealed with the Public Scal of the Colony, to inquire into certain matters con-
nected with the hearing by the Native Tand Court of the-block of Native land called Tauponuiatia,
respectfully submit for your Excellency’s consideration the following report of our proceedings :—

We héld our sittings at Kihikihi, as being the most convenient place for all parties concerned,
and the meeting was attended by a large number of the Ngatimaniapoto Tribe, and by several of the
principal chiefs of the Ngatituwharetoa, from Taupo.

We sat on seventeen days, and examined, in all, twenbty-six witnesses, whose evidence 1is
recorded on two hundred and twenty-four pages of foolscap, which, with various exhibits, are trans-
mitted with this report.

Much of the Native evidence given on both sides has been very conflicting, and often at variance
with what had been previously sworn before the Native Land Court; and we have found it very
difficult to determine which is the most reliable. We had the records of the Native Liand Court
before us, to which access was also given to all interested parties, who freely made usc of them,
and we permitted the utmost latitude in the examination and cross-examination of witnesses, and
refused no evidence that was tendered to us. - We decided not to allow Furopeans to conduct the
cascs, making an exception, however, in Karawhira Kapu’s case, which was conducted by her
husband, Mr. Moon, and defended by Mr. W. H. (Irace, he being the person chiefly interested on
the other side. We believe that this decision gave general satisfaction to the Natives.

In summing up the evidence taken on the difierent issues remitted to us for consideration, we
have referred to such points only as, in our opinion, are material to the issue, or to such as would

lead to a clear apprehension of the case.

Issue No. 1.

The first question referred to us by the Commmission is as follows : < Whether the boundary of
the said block of land called Tauponuiatia, as delincated on the said plan, and thercon coloured red,
is the correct boundary thercof, or whether the ssid boundary is correctly delineated by the line
coloured yellow on the said plan, or whether the correct boundary would be properly defined by an
intermediate linc between the said lines coloured red and yellow.”

This is a question respecting the proper position of the boundary dividing the lands of the
Ngatimaniapoto and Neatituwharetoa (Taupo) Tribes.

Tn 1882 and 1883 many meetings of representatives of these two, and of the Whanganui,
Ngatihikairo, and Ngatiraukawa Tribes were held, at which it was ultimately resolved to fix the
outside boundary, or Rohepotae, of the King-country to include all the lands of four of the tribes,
and a large part of those of the fifth, Ngatituwharctoa ; and we were informed that Mr. Bryce, then
Native Minister, after this had been settled, agreed that, if they wished it, the block should be
surveyed and investigated as a whole.

On the 81st October, 1885, the Ngatituwharetoa sent in a claim to the Native Land Court for
the investigation of title to the land included within their Rohepotae, comprising a portion of the
original block, and all their other lands, and setting forth their boundaries ; and it was duly notified
that a Court would sit for the hearing of this claim. .

The Court accordingly comrenced its sittings on the 14th January, 1886, at Taupo, and, in
consequence of objections made out of Court by some of the Ngatimaniapoto, Te ITeuheu, on the
part of Ngatituwharetoa, agreed to withdraw their western boundary further eastward; and on the
16th January he announced in Court the altered boundary, as claimed by the Ngatituwharetoa, and
gave the names of places along the line, purt of which ran along the western slopes of the Hurakia
Range, and which names were marked and the line deawn on the map before the Court by one of

the surveyors.

1—G. 7.
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1889 Land taken for defence purposes at Point Resolution, Auckland

H.—10.

1889.
NEW ZEALAND.

LAND TAKEN FOR DEFENCE PURPOSES AF
POINT RESOLUTION, AUCKLAND

(REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO THE MATTER).

Presented to both Ilouses of the (femeral Assehﬁﬁ; by Command éf His Hzcellency.

To His IExcellency Sir William Franecis Drummond Jervois, K.C.M.G., Governor and Com-
mandcr-in-Chief in and over Her Majesty’s Colony of New Zealand, and Vice-Admiral
of the same.

May 1T PLEASE YOUR HXCELLENCY,— Auckland, 20th October, 1888.

‘We have the honour now to recport upon the matters referred to us by your Excellency’s
Commission bearing date the 27th September, 1888, in connection with the taking by the
Government for purposes of defence of certain land at Point Resolution, and with the subscquent
conveyance in fee of a portion of the land so taken to the previous lessee of the property.

The cireumstances of this transaction have been frequently stated for the purpose of revision
and inquiry, but, briefly sumnmarised, the acts complained of are the following : That the Governmens$
knowingly and deliberately took by Proclamation, under the pretence of requiring it for public pur-
poscs, an area of land largely in excess of what was so required, and that this was done in pursuance
of a private agreement made with the lessee of the property that the purt not so required should be
conveyed to her in fee; that this agreement was in direct contravention of the law relating to such
transactions, which plainly requires that any land so taken in excess shall be first offered to the
original owner, and then to adjacent owners at a valuation, and if declined by them shall be then
sold at auction ; finally, that the Government, being unable to convey the land in pursuance of
this illegal agrecment, persuaded the Licgislature to empower it to effect this object by a spccial
authority contained in an Act of Parliament. The uneasy feeling produced in the public mind by
the belicf of these facts was doubtless aggravated by the circumstance that the freeholder who had
thus been deprived of the right of pre-emption was a Board of Trustees holding the trust for the
purposcs of a public charity, and that one of the members of this Board was a near relative of the
lessce who had thus acquired the right which by law belonged to the Board.

Tt certainly is no matter for surprise if the suspicions of the public, often easily excited without
much reason, were strongly aroused on this occasion, or if rumour, always so easily set in motion,
in this case appeared to have some substantial grounds for its activity. It is indeed difficult to
see how, upon such a statement of facts, it was possible that some suspicion of jobbery and cor-
ruption could be avoided. No other view could at the time readily present itself, for it would not
be obvious to many that persons representing the Governinent of the country had displayed that
extreme degree of ineptitude which consists in going out of the way to do wrong without any
adequate motive. DBut we think that the evidence which we have taken, together with the official
papers, showing the successive steps of the transaction, which have been put into our hands, will
leave little doubt as to the naturc and motives of all that was done, however surprising the adoption
of such a course may appear.

We may begin our review with the state of things cxisting in the month of July, 1885, at
which time an action for trespass had been entered in the Supreme Court at the suit of Mrs. Kiss-
ling, the lessee of the land, against the men, or some of thom, belonging to the military forces who
were the actual trespassers. The Government, finding that it had no legal defence to this action,
because the Public Works Act of 1882 gave no power to enter upon private lands and take them
for the construction of forts and batteries, prepared an Amendment Act (““ The Public Works Act
1882 Amendment Act, 1885"") to give the necessary power and to defeat the action then pending.
In the meantime Mr. Thomas Mackay was sent to Auckland for the purpose of arriving at some
agreement with the plaintiff, or, if that were not possible, then to endeavour by negotiation-to pro-
tract the business until the new Act could be put in as a bar to further proceedings. At this time
Mrs. Kissling was occupying fnder lease an area of 4 acres 1 rood 17 perches, of which only 8 roods
17 perches had been marked off, at the instance of the Defence Deparvment, as required for the pur-
poses of a battery. Mr. Mackay, howcever, very soon formed the opinion that it would be better to
take the whole of the land occupied by Mrs. Kissling. He gives this advice, together with his
reagons, in a telegram to Mr. C. Y. O’Connor, Under-Scceretary for Public Works, on the 21st July,

1—H. 10.
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1890 Sweating Commission: Certain relations between the employers of certain kinds of

labour and the persons employed therein

H.—5.

1890.
NEW ZEALAND.

SWHEATING COMMISSTION.

(REPORT OF THE ROYAL COJMMISSION APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO CERTAIN RELATIONS
BETWEEN THE EMPLOYERS OF CERTAIN KINDS OF LABOUR AND THE PERSONS EMPLOYED

THEREIN.)

DPresented lo hoth Houses Tfithc Gieneral Assembly by Command of His Frcellency.

COMMISSION.

Victoria, BY Tt Guack or Gop, or THE UNiTEp KiNepodM oF GueEAT BRITAIN AND

Ireraxp QUueEN, DEFENDER oF THE IAI1TH, AND S0 VFORTH.
To all to whomn these presents shall comne, and to our trusty and loving
subjects, CorLix Arnvan, of Dunedin; Jorx Ruraerrorp 1Brair, of
Wellington ; Fraxcis Caerny, of Auckland ; Davip Parricx Fisunn,
of Wellington ; JaMes Furnron, of Dunedin; Freperic Joxes, of
Christchurch ; Twaomas Tuaompson, of Auckland; the XReverend
Rurnerrord Wappern, of Dunedin; and Forruwarus EveELys

WricaT, of Christchurch.

WhaEeRrEas it is deemed expedient to appoint Commissioners for the purpose of
holding inquiry into certain relations hetween the employers of certain kinds of

labour and the persons employed thevein, as hereinafter mentioned :

Now, therefore, know ye that We, reposing especial trust and confidence in
your knowledge, integrity, und ubility, do by these presents authorise and appoint
you, the said

Conix ALLAX,

Jonx RurHERrory Bralk,

Fraxcis CHERuy,

Daviy Parnick Fisug,

James Furroxw,

Frepunic Joxis,

Traoyas THOMPSON,

Rouruerrord WappeLn, and

Fonrusarrs Evernyny WrioHr,
to be Cownnissioners for the purpose of inquiring into the following matters, that
is to say :—

To inquire into the mode and terms in and on which persons are engaged or
employed in shops, in wholesale and retail trading and manufacturing business
establishinents, and in hotels and other licensed houses of public resort in our
said Colony of New Zealand, and in particular as to the 1node and terms in and
on which persons are engaged or employed in any manner in supplying or making
goods or articles for the owners or occupicrs of such shops or wholesale or retail
trading or manufacturing places of business, or otherwise, and upon the relations
generally of cmployer and employed, and the best machinery for determining
matters and questions arising between them and relating to their respective
interests.

And, for the better enabling you to carry these presents into effect, We do
hereby authorise and ciupower you to make and conduct any inquiry under these

i—H. 5.
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1891 Strikes [causes of conflict between capital and labour]

H.—16.

Sess. IT.—1891.
NEW ZEALAND,

REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION ON STRIKES.

(APPOINTED BY GOVERNMIENT OF NLEW SOUTII WALES, ON 25wa NOVEMBER, 1890.)

Laid orn the Table by the Hon. W. P. Reeves, with the leave of the House.

To His Excellency the Right Honourable Vicror Arnserr GEOrRGE, EARL OF JERSEY, a
Member of ller Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross of
the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, Governor and
Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of New South Wales and its Dependencies.

Mavy 1T PLEASE YOUR HEXCELLENCY,—

I. We, the Commissioners appointed by your predecessor, Sir Alfred Stcphen, on the 25th
November, 1890, “to investigate and report upon the causes of conflicts between capital and labour
known as strikes, and the best means of preventing or mitigating the disastrous consequences of
such occurrences; and to consider, from an economic point ol examination, the measures that have
been devised in other countries by the constitution of Boards of Conciliation or other gimilar bodies
to obviate extreme steps in trade disputes; and to consider and report upon the whole subject,”
have the honour to submit the following report :— '

II. Witnesses.—We have sat filty-one times, and examined fifty-five witnesses, some being
industrial employers, others workmen earning wages, and others not distinctively belonging to
either class. One of these witnesges wag from Victoria, one from South Australia, and one from
Queensland. Several of the local witnesses were actively engaged in the late strike, and their
evidence will be of historical value, as disclosing facts connected with that important movement,
and the views of those facts taken at the time. As each witness was examined from the stand-
point both of employers and employed, the facts and opinions form a valuable mass of conternporary
information as to the light in which the labour question is viewed, and as to the causes of that one
strike in particular. The time at our disposal has not been long enough to admit of our taking all
the evidence proffered to us, or to summon all the witnesses whom we could have examined to
advantage ; but the evidence we have taken has been suflicient to cnable us to arrive at a practical
conclusion. A préeis of the evidence of each witness has been made, which gives the substance of
this information in a narrative form, classified under a number of main and subordinate heads, and
arranged in such a manner that, by glancing at the marginal notes, the substance of the cvidence
can be seen without wading through the evidence itself. The witnesses may be roughly classified
as follows: Tmployers, 15—mamely, squatters, 4; stevedores, 4; steamship-proprietors 2, and
stcamship company manager 1; colliery-owners 2, and colliery manager 1; iuster-builder, 1.
Employed, 25—namely, miners, 3; marine officers, 2; scamoen, 2; engineers, 2; building and
carpentering, 2; tailoring, 2; typographical, 2; stewards, 2; shearing, 1; boiler-maker, 1; iron-
moulder, 1; stonemason, 1; shoemaker, 1; coal-lumper, 1; whart labourer, 1; builder’s labourer,
1. BSeventeen out of these 25 are, or have been, trades union officials. Independent, 14---namely,
politicians and lawyers combined, 3 ; journalists, 3 ; judge, 1; clergyman, 1; station manager, I ;
wharfinger, 1 ; rogistrar of friendly societies, 1; solicitor, 1; accountant, 1; manager A.M.P., 1;
bank manager, 1. Grand total, 56. A summary of the views on conciliation and arbitration held
by the various witnesses will be found in the Conciliation Appendix.

III. Importance of the Subject.—As to the importance of the question submitted to the Com-
mission to study there can bemo two opinions. It is undeniably the great social problem of the
age. HBven those who are least disposed to interfere between the contending forces, and who
would prefer to leave the strife to setile itself,” admit that the indusbtries of the colony, and therefore
its prosperity, arc scriously hampered by the disagreements between employers and employed.
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1893 Westport Colliery Reserve [railways]

1893.
NEW ZEALAND.

WESTPORT COLLIERY RESERVE

(REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION ON).

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by C’ommdnd of His Euwcellency.

To His Hxcellency the Right Honourable Davip, EArL oF Grasaow, G.C.M.G., Governor of
the Colony of New Zealand, &c.
May 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

In compliance with the terms of Your Excellency’s Commission addressed to us, and dated
the 14th day of March, 1893, by which we were appointed to inquire into and report on the several
matters therein mentioned, that is to say :—

1. To define such further portions of the Westport Colliery Reserve as are likely to be required
for railway purposes and other public purposes.

2. To inquire into the rights of lessees holding portions of such reserve.

3. To assess and report as to the letting-value of the lands now held under lease, and as to the
selling-value of such lands.

4. To report whether the lessees are entitled to, or should be granted, renewals for further
periods, and if so, for what periods, and on what terms.

5. To report upon the rights of lessees, if any, to compensation for any lands taken for railway
purposes or other public purposes.

6. To report generally upon the manner of dealing with any portions of the reserve not yet
leased and not required for railway or other public purposes.

After duly advertising, as required by the Commission, we opened the inquiry on the 26th of
May, 1893, at the Courthouse, Westport.

Prior to the opening of the inguiry, the lessees of the Colliery Reserve held several meetings and
agreed to certain statements setting forth their present grievances and requirements for relief, which
were embodied in a memorial signed by the lessees, and laid before the Commission for consideration,
with a view to dispensing with a considerable amount of evidence which would otherwise have been
offered. The presentation of this memorial, which is attached hereto, undoubtedly tended to shorten
the inquiry.

The Commission also communicated with the Railway Commissioners to ascertain their views
on the question of the probable future requirements of portions of the reserve for railway purposes.
(Correspondence attached.)

The lessees were represented by counsel—viz.: Messrs. Moynihan and Harden, who called
in support of the statements set forth in the memorial of the lessees the undermentioned witnesses,
namely :—

Thomas Bailie, J..; S. J. Riley; J. 8. Suisted, Mayor of Westport; C. E. Harden, solicitor;
John Hughes, County Chairman; R. A. Young, Engineer for Westport Coal Company; J. L.
Munson ; Thomas A. Peterkin, Railway Manager ; Hans Larsen; Jules Simon; Arthur D. Bay-
feild, and William Nahr.

The Commissioners called the following witnesses—viz.: J. J. Moynihan, Chairman of the
‘Westport Harbour Board ; C. N. Greenland, Secretary of the Harbour Board ; A. Jamieson, agent
for the Westport Coal Company; Michael Organ, and John Marshall, builder. The evidence was
taken on oath, and is attached hercto.

Upon consideration of the above-mentioned documents and evidence, and after personal inspee-
tion of the reserve and the leaseholds thereon, the Commissioners have arrived at the following
conclusions, which are respectiully submitted for your Excellency’s sanction and approval—viz. :(—

1. We are of opinion that the scctions from Nelson Street to Konnedy Street, as recommended
by the Railway Commissioners, should not be re-let until the expiration of the existing leases, which
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1893

Charges made by Mr. G. W. Ell against Mr. Bloxam, Registrar of the Supreme Court,
Christchurch, and Mr. E. C. Latter, lately Official Assignee, Christchurch

H.—18.

1893.
NEW ZEALAND.

(HARGES MADE BY MR. G. W. ELL

AGAINST MR. BLOXAM, REGISTRAR OF THE SUPREME COURT,
CHRISTCHURCH, AND MR. E. C. LATTER, LATELY
OFFICIAL ASSIGNEE, CHRISTCHURCH

{REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSIONLRS APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO THE, TOGETHER WITH
MINUTES OF EVIDENCE).

Presenied to both Fouses of the General Assembly by Command of His Haxcellency.

RTWPORT OF COMMISSIONERS UPON CHARGES MADE BY MR. G, W. ELL
Rerorr of the CommissIONERs appointed to inquire into complaints and charges made by George

Waldock Ell against the late Official Assignee in Bankruptey for the District of Canterbury

and the Registrar at Christchurch of the Supreme Court of New Zealand.

T'o His Excelleney the Right Honourable David, Earl of Glasgow, Knight Grand Cross of
the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, Governor and Com-
mander-in-Chief in and over Her Majesty’s Colony of New Zealand and its De-
pendencies, and Vice-Admiral of the same. .

MAY 7T PLEASE YOUR IEXCELLENCY,——

Under the Commission issued by Your Hxcellency, dated the 10th May, 1893, we were
appointed Commissioners for the purpose of inquiring into the truth or otherwise of the complaints
and charges made by George Waldock Ell, of Christchurch, against dward Circuit Latter, lately
Official Assignee in Bankruptey for the District of Canterbury, and Andrew Roby Bloxam, Registrar
at Christchurch of the Supreme Court of New Zealand, and generally into the conduct of the said
Edward Cirenit Latter and Andrew Roby Bloxam respectively in dealing with the estate, affairs,
and accounts of the said George Waldock I1ll, referred to in a letter dated the 25th February,
1893, from the said George Waldock Ell to the Minister of Justice.

We have the honour to report that we opencd the said inquiry at Christchurch on the 17th
May, 1893, and continued it there on the 18th, 19th, 20th, 22nd, 23rd, 26th, 26th, 27th, 29th, 30th,
and 81st May, and 1st and 2nd June. .

Therc are twenty-two charges against the Registrar, and twelve againsit the late Official
Assignec, referred to in the said letter. The charges against the Registrar are,

1. ¢« That accounls were ordered to be taken by the Registrar and an accountant, Mr. Williain
Ilenry Hargreaves, in [l v. Harper and another, No. 30, and Ell ». Harper, No. 853, This is not
disputed. Orders for taking accounts are dated 27th June, 1884, and were produced at the inquiry
(exhibits Nos. 3 and 6).

2. < On the Llth day of July, 1884, the first meeting took place, and from time to time until

el

the 1st December, 1884, when the Regisirar declared the case closed.”” ™This is merely a statement

of fact which is not disputed.

3. «On the 5ih Dceember, 1884, an account was rendered to the Registrar, based upon the
cvidence contained in the Registrar’s notes by the plaintiff, G. W. Ell, showing a credit balance of
£3,177 5s. 4d.” This is also a statement of fuct which is not disputed.

4, < On the 5th December, 1884, an account or statement of ilems was rendered by Mr.
J. C. Martin for the defendants, but not based upon the evidence contained in the Registrar’s
notes.”” The account here referred to was rendered as stated, but the evidence adduced does not
bear out the latter part of the charge. :

5. <“The certified accounts were promised by the Registrar by .thce 28rd December upon
payment of fees to the Registrar, £11 5s., for forty-five hours at 5s. an hour. These fees I handed
to Mr. H. 8. Austin on the 22nd December, 1884, From the evidence placed before us we arc of
opinion that this charge has not been proved.

1—H. 13.
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1894

Fox correspondence [private letters to Premier published in the Evening Post]

H.—5.

1894.
NEW ZEALAND.

FOX CORRESPONDENCE COMMISSION.

REPORT BY THE ROYAL COMMISSIONER ON THE FFOX CORRESPONDENCE, TOGETHER WITH
MINUTES OF EVIDENCE; ALSO DECLARATION BY MR. E. T. GILLON, EDITOR OF THE
EVENING POST, WITH REFERENCE TO THE CORRESPONDENCE.

Laid on the Table of the House of Representatives by the Homn. Mr. Seddon with the leawe of
the House.

Tao Iis Hxccllency the Right Honourable David, Barl of Glaggow, Knight Grand Crosgs of
the Most Distinguished Order of Sajnt Michacl and Saint George, Governor and
Commander-in-Chief in and over Her Majesty’s Colony of New Zealand and its
Dependoncies, and Vice-Admiral of the same.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR BXCUELLENCY,——

Under the Commission. issued by your Excellency, and dated the 24th April, 1894, and
extended by a Commission dated the 4th June, 1894, I, the Commissioner duly appointed for the
purpose of inquiring into and reporting upon the circumstances attending the publication of the
contents of Colonel IFox’s letters to the Premier in the Hwvening Post newspaper of the 4th. April,
1894, have the honour to report as follows :—

The letters of Colonel Fox to the Premier, which form the subject-matter of this inquiry, were
written on the 16th March, 1894. Colonel Fox kept a rough draft of themn, and press copies
of them appear in the official letter-book of the department. The original letters were posted on
the 16th March to the Hon. the Premier at Auckland. Although there is no doubt that some of
the salient features of these letters were known to Colonel Hume, Colonel Newall, Captain Coleman,
and several other gentlemen, through Colonel TFox, the original letters, the press coples, or the
rough drafts were never seen by any of them until after the 4th April, and unless they bad seen
them prior to the 4th April it was quite impossible for any of them to have given to the Hvening
Post the information contained in its issue of the 4th April, the wording of which is, word for word
and paragraph for paragraph, almost identical with the original letters, with the exception that the
paragraphs as they appear in the Hveming Post do not appear in the same sequence as in the
original letters. Had a representative of the newspaper in question been able to oblain access to
cither of these three sources of information prior to the 4th April, the probability is that the infor-
mation so obtained would have been published immediately. It is clear that, although Mr. Hoben,
a reporter of the Huvening Post, may have ascertained from outside sources a good deal of information
concerning the contents of Colonel Fox's letters, I do not think it possible that any person con-
nocted with the Hoening Post could have obtained access to these letters, or to any copies or drafts
of them, prior to the 4th April. Colonel Fox’s evidence clearly shows that the rough drafts never left
his possession, and in his evidence he states that ¢ they were locked up from that time, and nobody
has seen my rough copies.” The official lefter-book of the office containing the press copies was
locked up every night, and was uot shown to any unauthorised person. There is also the sworn
evidence of Colonel Fox-to the effect that, in a conversation with Mr. Hoben, he (Colonel Fox) said,
T ghould be very much obliged if you would give me a direct assurance, if you can do so; that the
information has not come from my office.” Mr. Hoben replied, “ You may take my word for it
that the information has not come from the Defence Office.” Had it been possible for the informa-
tion contained in the Hvening Post of the 4th April to have been obtained from the rough drafts in
Colonel Fox’s possession, or from the press copies in the official lettcr-book of the. department, it
would have been possible for it to have becen obtained prior to the 4th April, and there would there-
fore have been no necessity for Mr. Hoben to interview Bir Patrick Buckley on the morning of the
4th April in order to obtain the required information. 1 am of opinion that the only mannor in which
the information could have becn obtained was through the medium of some porson having the
custody or control of the original lettors.

It is jmportant to note that on the morning of the date of the publication of these letters—
namely, the 4th April—the Chief Messenger’s record-book rccords the fact that at 10.10 a.m.
Messenger Mason left the Government Buildings with a lot of letters for delivery in town. Amongst
these letters was one addressed to.the Hvening Post, and one for W. H. Atack. - The letter addressed
to Mr. Atack contained information from the Registrar-General’s Department regarding agricultural
statistics. Although I have made -very diligent inquiry, I have not been able to ascertain what
information was contained in the letter addressed to the Fuvening Post, but T find that it did not

1—H. 5.
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1896 Brunner coal-mine disaster [on 26 March 1896]

C.—0.

1896.
NEW ZEALAND.

BRUNNER COAL-MINE DISASTER

(REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO, ON 26rs MARCH, 1896).

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Ezcellency.

COMMISSION APPOINTING COMMISSIONERS TO INQUIRE INTO THE COAL-
MINING DISASTER AT BRUNNERTON.

To all to whom these presents shall come, and to CuarLEs DupLEY RosErRT WaRD, Hsquire, of
Christchurch, District Court Judge ; Sir Jamrs HrcTor, of Wellington, Knight Gommander
of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George; Josera Proup,
Esquire, of Wanganul, a certificatcd Colliery-manager under the provisions of ¢ The Coal-
mines Act, 1886 " ; and THomMAs SkKELLON, of Huntly, Coal-miner—Greeting :

WaEREAS a disaster occurred at the coal-mine at Brunnerton, known as the Brunner Ming, on
the twenty-sixth day of March last, which caused the deaths of sixty-five persons working
therein: And whereas it is expedient that a Commission should be issued for the purpose of
inquiring into the cause of the said disaster, and for the other purposes hereinafter mentioned :

Now, therefore, know ye that I, David, Tarl of Glasgow, the Governor of the Colony of New
Zealand, reposing trust and confidence in your knowledge, integrity, and ability, and by the
advice and with the consent of the Exccutive Council of the said colony, do hereby constitute and
appoint you, the said

CrARLEs DUupLEY ROBERT WARD,

Sir James HEucToR,

JosErH ProuUD, and

THOMAS SEELLON,
to be Commissioners for the purpose of making inquiry into the matters hereinbefore referred to, and
into the severdl other matters mentioned in these presents, that is to say :—

1. To ascertain in what parts of the mine the disaster occurred, and the nature of the same.

2. To ascertain whether 1t was caused by an explosion; and, if so, whether by an explosion of
firedamp, or of firedamp mixed with coal-dust, or coal-dust alone,

8. To ascertain what lights were used in the different parts of the mine at the time of the dis-
aster or explosion.

4. To ascertain whether any inquiry into the cause of the disaster has taken place. Ifso, what
was the nature of such inquiry ? How was the tribunal constituted ?

5. To ascertain to what extent the provisions of «“ The Coal-mines Act, 1891, and the general
rules, the special rules, and additional rules made in accordance with the provisions of that Act
were complied with in the mine ; but more especially as regards (a) the storage and use of explo-
sives, and the nature of the explosives; (b) the lighting and ventilation of the mine; and (¢) the
means of escape in case of accident.

6. To ascertain the nature and character of the working and general management of the mine,
and whether the mine was well managed or not.

7. To determine the competency of the Inspector, and the efficiency of the inspection of the
mine.

8. To determine the competency of the manager, mine officials, and servants, and the manage-
ment and working of the mine.

9. To ascertain the number and efficiency of the stoppings, the materials of which they were
composed, and the condition they were in immediately prior to the disaster.

10. To ascertain the nature and sufficiency of the machinery and appliances used in the
working of the mine, and the condition the same were in at the time of the disaster.

11. To make suggestions for the prevention as far as possible of similar disasters, and for the
sate working of this and other mines in the future. .

12. And generally to make inquiry into any matter or thing arising ous of or connected with
the several subjects of inquiry hereinbefore mentioned, or which, in your opinion, may be of
assistance in fully ascertaining, explaining, or assisting in arriving at a fair and just conclusion in
respect to the subjects of inquiry or any of them, or any part thereof or in relation thereto.

1—C.
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1897 Charges against Inspector John Emerson

H.—34a.

Srss. I1.—1897%.
NEW ZE_ALA.ND.

CHABGES AGAINST INSPECTOR JOHN EMERSON

(REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION ON).

Presented to the House

of Representatives by Command of His Hacellency.

In the matter of ““ The Comrmissioners’ Powers Act, 1867,” and of a certain Royal Commission
issued by His Excellency the Governor in Council on the 4th day of November, 1897,
directed to Harry Eyrc-Kenny, of Wellington, Stipendiary Magistrate, authorising and
empowering the said Harry Eyre-Kenny to inquire into the truth or otherwise of certain
charges in the said Commission specified preferred against John Emerson, Inspector of Police,
and requiring the said Harry Hyre-Kenny to certify under his hand and seal his opinion
touching the said charges.

To Ilis Excellency the Right Honourable the Iarl of Ranrunrny, K.C.M.G., Governor in and

over the Colony of New Zealand.

MAayY IT PLEASE YOUR HEXOELLENOY,—

In accordance with the provisions of the said Commission, I have the honour to respectfully
furnish the following report :—
1. Owing to the length of time which clapsed between the lst and 2nd of May last, the dates

of the alleged offences imputed to Inspector Hwmerson, and the 4th of November, 1897, the date of

the said Commission, very serious difficulty has been experienced by both sides in obtaining the
evidence of their witnesses. The witnesses had become scattered all over the country, so that in
order to avoid the expense of concentrating them in one place I was instructed to sit at Auckland,
(tisborne, and Napier for the purposes of this inquiry. Jacob, the chief steward of the < Dingadee’’
(on which the alleged misconduct took place), had been transferred to the s.s. ¢“ Omapere,”” and it
took some contrivance to enable me to intercept him at Gisborne, the ¢ Omapere’s” time-table
being so uncertain owing to the number of small ports she has to visit along the coas$, and to the
vicissitudes of the weather. Again, Mrs. Boyd, the stewardess of the « Dingadee,” left the Union
Sompany’s service on the 6th May last, and was supposed to have gone to Tasmania. Sub-
sequently, however, sho was discovered in Auckland, and her testimony obtained there. A
passenger namod MeDonald, whose evidence was required, was with difficulty traced to Wai-
marama, some thirty miles from Tlastings; his ordinary place of abode being Awanui, on the Tast
Coast. These complications necessitated several adjournments. Turthermore, during my stay at
Napier, a witness named Warnock was unexpectedly discovered in Auckland, so unquestionably
important that I was compelled to revisit that city. I proceeded there at once in the ¢ Waibhora,”
arrived on Monday, the 6th Docember, 1897, sat the same day, and returned to the south by the
« Muraron,” on Tuesday, the following day. T am now quite satisfied that all the available
evidenee has been obtained, and that the investigation has been ag thorough as it was possible to
make it.

2. Charge No. I.—The first charge is as follows: ¢ That on or about the Ist day of May, 1897,
on board the steamship ¢ Dingadee,” he (Inspector Hinerson) did play eards and drink until 2 o’clock
ol the morning of Sunday, the 2nd day of the same month, when he returned to his cabin much the
worse for drink.”

1 consider that this charge is absolutely disproved. There is no evidence at all to shipport the
allegation that when Ximerson retired to his cabin on the inorning of the 2nd of May he was ‘“much
the worse for drink,” or indeed that he was evén slightly intoxicated. The only evidence that
Ermerson played cards and drank until 2 a.m. on Sunday, the 2nd May, is she testimony of Mr.
William Cooper, and that is inferential merely, for Mr. Cooper, who was lying in his eabin at the
time, candidly admits that he saw nothing, but that he heard the voice of one of the men who went
on playing at cards, as he alleges, well into Sunday morning, that this person was noisy and
garrulous, and that he subscquently identified this person to be Inspector Emerson by his voice.
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1897 Private benefit societies [employees coerced by employers to join]

H.—2.

Sess. IT.—1897.
NEW ZEALAND.

PRIVATE DBENEFIT SOCIETIES

(REPORT AND DVIDDNGE O THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON).

Laid on the Table?both ITouses of the General Assembly by com7;z-anri7f His FEazcellency
the Governor.

COMMISSION.

To all to whom these presents shall come, and to the Honourable
Wirniam Jukes STEwarDp, of Waimate, Member of the House of
Representatives, Groree Fisnrr, Esquire, of Wellington, Member
of the House of Representatives, and Iipwarp Trremar, Hsquire,
of Wellington, Sccretary of the Department of Labour : Greeting.

WHEREAS in many cases employers have established or assisted in establishing
societies which offer to their employés benefits beyond their ordinary wages,
and to the funds whereof the employés contribute : And whereas such societies
(hereinafter called ‘¢ private benefit societies’) are in many cases unregistered
under any Act relating to the registration of friendly or other societies: And
whereas it has been alleged that in many cases employés are coerced by their
employers into joining private benefit societies, and have other grievances in
connection therewith: And whereas in partloular it was so alleged by one Henry
MecLachlan, of Auckland, in a petition presented by him to the Honourable the
Speaker and members of the Housc of Representatives, in or about the month
of July, 1896 : And whereas, on the 8th day of October, 1896, the Public Pcti-
tions Committee of the said House, when reporting on the said petition, recom-
mended that, as the matters contained therein were of an important nature, the
petition should be referred to the Government for favourable consideration :

Now know ye that, in pursuance and exercige of all powers and authorities
me enabling in this behalt and acting by and with the advice and consent of the
LExecutive Oouncll of the Lolony of New Zealand, I, James Prendergast, Knight,
the Administrator of the Government of the said colony, do hereby appoint you,

Wirtriam JUKES STEWARD,
Grorce Fisaer, and
Epwarp TREGEAR,

to be Commissioners for the purpose of inquiring into the matters set forth in
the said petition, and also generally into the working of private benefit societics,
the relations existing between employers and their ¢ employés in connection with
such socictieg, and the expediency or otherwise of bringing such societies under
legislative control.

And for the better enabling you to carry these presents into effect you are
hereby authorised and empowered to make and conduct any inquiry hereunder
at such places in the colony as you deem expedient, and also to call before you,

i—H. 2.
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1898

Kauri-gum industry [conditions and status of employees]

H.—12.

1898.
NEW ZEALAND.

KAURI-GUM INDUSTRY

(REPORT AND EVIDENCE OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON).

v

Laid on the Table of both Houses of the Genermr'lwAssembly by command of His Hxcellency
the Governor.

COMMISSION.

To all to whom these presents shall come, and to Enwarp TrRucEar,
Isquire, of Wellington, Secretary of the Department of Labour
and Chief Inspector of Factories, and GerHARD JonN MUELLER,
Hsquire, of Auckland, Chief Surveyor and Comumissioner of Crown
Liands : Greeting.

‘WaereAs representations have been made from time to time to the Government
of the colony as to the conditions and status of persons engaged in the industry
of procuring and getting kauri-gum in the Provinecial District of Auckland, and
as to the mode of selling and disposing such gum, and also as to the cxistence
and nature of contract labour alleged to be employed or imported in the said
industry, together with its effect in regard to other labour employed or engaged
therein ; and that the lands of the Crown are impoverished without adequate
royalties being paid therefor or commensurate collateral benefit being received
by the colony ; and that those engaged in the industry are not fairly treated in
the sale of the gum produced, in that conditions are imposed which are
detrimental to their well-being :

Now know ye that, in pursuance and exercise of all powers and authorities
me enabling in this behalf, and acting by and with the advice and consent of the
Executive Council of the Colony of New Zealand, I, Uchter John Mark, Earl of
Ranfurly, Governor of the said colony, do hereby appoint you, the said

HEpwarp TreeEAR and
GERHARD JouN MUELLER,

to be Commissioners for the purpose of inquiring into the matters hereinbefore
set forth, and also, in particular,—

1. To report on the condition of the gum trade, industrially and com-
mercially :

2. To report on the condition of those engaged and occupied in digging the
gum, and the remuneration received by them, and, as to sale,
whether there is freedom of contract or not :

3. To ascertain if there has been a large influx of labourers from outside the
colony to the gum-diggings, and, if so, whether the same are free
labourers or under contract :

1—H. 12.
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1898 Police Force of New Zealand
H.—2.
1898.
NEW ZEALAND.
POLICE FORCE OF NEW ZFEALAND
(REPORT AND RVIDENCE OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE).
Laid on the Tabie of both Houses of the General A:ssembly berommomd of His VExcelle'rwy.
CONTIENTS.

i Page
COMMISSION . .. . oL .. .. .. i, i
REDORT .. . . .. . . . . iti-xlii
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS . .. . S .. xlifi-xxix
INDLX TO MINUTES OF RVIDHENCE .. .. .. .. Ixsxi-lxxxiv
MINUTES OF WVIDENCE .. . .. . . .. 1-1150
CORRWSPONDENCE . . T .. .. .. 1151-1154
EXTIIIBILS .. .. . .. .. .. 1155-1192
MAP SHOWING BOUNDARIES OF POLICE DISTRICTS OF THE COLONY.

WELLINGTON.
BY AUTHORITY: JOHN MACKAY, GOVERNMENT PRINTER.
1898.
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1900 Stoke Industrial School, Nelson [orphanage for boys, treatment of inmates]

E.—38s.

1900.
NEW ZEALAND,

STOKE INDUSTRIAL SCHOOIL, NELSON

(REPORT QOF ROYAL COMMISSION ON, TOGETHER WITH CORRESFPONDENCE,
EVIDENCE, AND APPENDIX).

Luid wpon the Table by Command of His Emcellencg/.

SR, Wellington, 28th August, 1900.
We have the honour to hand you herewith, for presentation to His Excellency the
Governor, our report on St, Mary’s Industrial School at Stoke, together with the evidence
and au appendix, '
We have pleasure in expressing our satisfaction with the manner in which Mr. Pope,
of the Bducation Department (who acted as our secretary), performed his duties.
The commissions (20th July and 6th August) with which we were honoured are returned
herewith.
We have, &c.,
R. Busn,
H. 8. WarpELL,
The Right Hon. the Premier, Wellington. Commissioners.

REPORT.

To His Excellency the Right Honourable Uchter John Mark, Earl of Ranfurly,
Kuight Commander of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and
Saint George, Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over Her Majesty’s
Colony of New Zealand and its dependencies, and Vice-Admiral of the
same.
May 1T PLEASE YOUR EXcBLLENCY,—

‘We, the Commissioncrs appointed by your Excellency’s commissions of the 20th
day of July and the 6th day of August, 1900, to inquire into and report on the manage-
ment of the Industrial School for Boys at Stoke, and the treatment of the inmates therein
within the last five years, and into any matter or thing which nmiight be preferred in writing
or otherwise brought before us in any way relating to or arising out of the premisses, have
now the honour to submit to your Excellency this our report.

" In pursuance of the objects of our commission we proceeded to Nelson, visited the
school at Stoke, and, after due notification to all persons concerned, and publication of your
Excellency’s commission of the 20th July, sat at the Supreme Court Building at Nelson on
the 25th day of that month, to receive any complaints that might be preferred against the
management of the school, aud hear any evidence produced in respect of them. The sup-
plementary commission was published on the 10th of August, after previous notification,
and further evidence taken subsequently.

The school at Stoke, known locally as ¢ The Orphanage,”” is a branch of the Roman
Catholic institution established in Nelson by the Rev. Father Garin in 1874, and which was
subsequently recognised by “ The Industrial Schools Act, 1882, as a private school under
that Act, by the name of “ St. Mary’s Industrial School, Nelson.”” The approval of the
Rev. W. J. Mahoney, as Manager, was gazetted in 1884, and he continues to hold that
position.

1—E. 3s.
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1901 Federation [with Australia]
REPORT
OF THE
B Y ) AR
ROYAT, COMMISSION
FEDERATION,
TOGETHER WITH
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS AND EVIDENCE. AND APPENDICES.
Presuuted to both Houses o/; trhe Gena.'.r-a-é ;rﬂssie;'rrLberbyi Corr;n;,a;zd of His Ixcellency.
NEW ZEALAND.
BY AUTHORITY : JOHN MACKAY, GOVERNMENT PRINTHER.
1901,
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1901

Ships “G. M. Tucker” and “Monowai” [alleged delays in inspection]

H.—42.

1901.
NEW ZEALAND.

SHIPS " G. M. TUCKER” AND “ MONOWAIL”

(REPORT OF COMMISSION ON ALLKEGED DELAYS IN INSPECTION OF).

Laid on the Table of the House of Representatives by Command of His Hxoellency.

RerorTt of Rovarn Commissron on the ArneEeED DELAYS in the INsPEOTION-—as roquired by
“The Public Health Act, 1900 "—of the Sailing-vessel *“ G. M. Tucker”’ and the Steam-
ship *“ MoNowaL”

Sir,— Woellington, 27th September, 1901.

I have the honour to forward herewith, for transmission to His Excelleney the Governor,
my report on the matters mentioned in the annexed Commission, together with the notes of
evidence taken in the inquiry.* I have, &ec.,

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Wellington. W. R. HaseLDEN, S.M.

To His Excellency the Earl of Ranfurly, K.C.M.G., Governor of New Ziealand.
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR BEXCELLENCY,—

In pursuance of the authority and power given to me by your Exeellency’s Commission, dated
the 9th day of September, 1901, hereto annexed, I duly made inquiry into the matters and things
mentioned herein, and have the honour to report as follows :—

IN THE MATTER OF THE BARQUE *‘ G. M. TUoKER.””

The following facts were proved :—

Dr. Jamcs is Port Health Officer at Wellington, N.Z. He has acted in such capacity for
some years, and at the time when the events dealt with happened was paid a yearly salary of
£250, and during the past year has examined 124 vessels under the laws relating to public health.

The “G. M. Tucker,” a sailing barque, of 478 tons, arrived from Newcastle, New South
Wales (an infected port), on the 23rd July, 1901, and dropped anchor in the harbour at 11.15 a.m.
on that day. The said vessel was long overdue, having been twelve weeks coming from New-
castle, New South Wales, and no time could be fixed beforchand for her arrival.

Dr. James made all rcasonable arrangements for being apprised as early as possible of the
arrival of vessels.

The first intimation given to him of the arrival of the ¢ G. M, Tucker ”” was at 11.30 a.m. on
the 23rd July. He at once sent for the launch ¢ Xllen Ballance” and went on board the
“ (. M. Tucker,” arriving there within an hour of the vessel dropping anchor, and made the
nceessary examination. No blame is attributable to Dr. James in the matter.

The statement in the public Press, produced at the inguiry, alleging a delay of two hours, and
impliedly censuring the Port Health Officer, was not justified by the facts. The master of the
“ G. M. Tucker ”’ was in fault in not flying the visiting flag; and, in consequence, a reporter who
had gone on board shortly before Dr. James arrived escaped punishment for his breach of the
Health Act, section 118,

s

In TR MATTER OF THE S.8. ¢ MoNowarn’’
Admitted Facts.

The admitted facts herein are as follows :—

The Union Company’s s.s. ¢ Monowai’ arrived at Wellington at 11.45 on the night of the
31st July, 1901. The vessel came from Sydney, New South Wales (an infected port), with a total
of 178 souls on board (about forty saloon passengers, sixty steerage, and the rest of the total
number members of the crew). She had a general cargo, partly fruit, and some of her passengers
and cargo were for other ports than Wellington.

The Port Health Officer, Dr. Jamecs, boarded the <* Monowai’ at 7.45 a.m. on the lst August.
Not more than five minutes were spent in preparation, and then the examination of the passengers
and crew began. The examination took place in the smoking-room on deck, and 172 persons
underwent examination in twenty-five minutes.

* Report only ordored to be printed.
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1901 Staffs of schools and salaries of public school teachers

E.—14.

1901.
NEW ZEALAND.

STAFFS OF SCHOOLS AND SALARIES OF PUBLIC
SCHOOL TEACHERS

(REPORT OF THE ROYAL OOMMISSIOY ON THE).

Laid upon the Table of both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Euxcellency.

COMMISSION.

To Michael Gilfedder, of Invercargill, Alexander Wilson Hogg, of
Magterton, Frank Yates Lethbridge, of Bull’'s, and Thomas
Mackenszie, of Dunedin, members of the House of Representatives ;
Samuel Tiuke, of Auckland, a member of the Hducation Board of
the District of Auckland; Thomas Shailer Weston, of Christ-
church, Chairman of the Education Board of the District of North
Canterbury ; Henry Hill, of Napier, and John Smith, of Blenheim,
Inspectors of Schools; and William Davidson, of Mornington, and

Ralph Duncan Stewart, of Auckland, schoolmasters : Greeting.
‘Waereas 1t is expedient that a Commission should be appointed to consider
the best method of establishing a uniform scale of staff and salaries to be in
force throughout the Colony of New Zealand, under which the number of
teachers employed in public schools maintained under ¢ The HEducation Act,
1877, having an equal number_of children in average daily attendance, shall, as
far as possible, be the same, and the teachers holding similar positions to one

another shall, other things being equal, be paid equal salaries:

Now, therefore, I, Uchter John Mark, Earl of Ranfurly, the Governor of
the Colony of New Zealand, in pursuance and exercise of all powers and
authorities enabling me in this behalf, and by and with the advice and

" consent of the Executive Council of the said colony, do hereby appoint you,

the said
MicaaEnL (GILFEDDER,
AvexanpEr Winson Hoesa,
Frank Yares LETHBRIDGE,
Tuomas MACKENZIE,
Savusr Lukn,
TrOMAS SHAILER WESTON,
Hexry Hirr,
Joun SwirH,
‘Witniam Davivson, and
Rarrr DuNcaAN STEWART,

to be a Commission to inquire and report as to the principles upon which such
uniform scale as aforesaid should be based, taking into consideration the total
amount payable by the Government of the colony for such purposes as are

48
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1901 New Zealand Midland Railway

REPORT

OF THE

ROYAT. COMMISSTION

ON THE

NEW ZEALAND MIDLAND RATLWAY,

TOGETHER WITH
MINUTES OF PROCEKDINGS AND EVIDENCE., AND APPENDICHES.

Laid wpon the Table of both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Hwxcellency.

NEW ZEALAND.
BY AUTHORITY: JOHN MACKAY, GOVERNMENT PRINTER.

1901.
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1901 Coal-mines of New Zealand

C.—4.

1901.
NEW ZEALAND.

COAL-MINES OF NEW ZEALAND

(REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION APPOINTED TO INQUIRE AND REPORT ON THE WORKING OF).

Presented to both Houses of the Gencral Assembly by Command of His Hzcellency.

COMMISSION.

To all to whom these presents shall come, and to William Reeve Haselden, Esq., Stipendiary
Magistrate, of Wellington ; Joseph Proud, Esq., a certificated mine-manager, of
Wanganui; and John Lomas, Hsq., of Christchurch, an Inspector under ¢ The
Factories Act, 1894 " ; Greeting.
WHeREAS in a report adopted by the Goldfields and Mines Committee of the ITouse of Repre-
sentatives on the third day of October, one thousand nine hundred, upon the petition of Thomas
Corby and others, it was recommended, firstly, that a Royal Commuission be appointed for the
purpose of making full inquiries into the inspection and management of the Westport-Cardiff Coal-
mine ; and, secondly, that in the event of such a Commission being appointed the scope of its
inquiries should be extended to comprehend the inspection and management of the coal-mines of
the colony generally: And whereas the aforesaid report was referred to the Government for
consideration: And whereas it is expedient to give effect to the recommendation in the aforesaid
report :
P Now, therefore, know ye that I, Uchter John Mark, Earl of Rantfurly, Governor of the Colony
of New Zealand, reposing trust and confidence in your knowledge, integrity, and ability, and by and
with the advice and consent of the Executive Council of the said colony, do hereby constitute and

appoint you, the said

WicniaMm REsve HASELDEN,

Josmpu ProupD, and

JorN LoMmas,

to be Commisgsioners for the purpose of making inquiry into the several matters mentioned in these
presents, that is fo say,—

(1.) Generally as to the inanagement and inspection of the Westport-Cardiff Coal-mine at
Mokihinui up to the time of the outbreak of fire in the said mine, which took
‘place on or ahout the twenty-eighth day of January, one thousand nine hundred.

(2.) Generally as to the steps taken by the occupiers of the said mine to suppress or
extinguish the said fire immediately upon the discovery thereof.

(3.) Generally as to the steps taken by the Inspector of Mines at Westport to suppress or
extinguish the fire both during the time the mine was in occupation of the Westport
Cardiff Coal Company (Limited), now in liguidation, and since the possession of
the mine was resumed by the Crown on the twenty-third day of May, one thousand
nine hundred.

(4.) Generally your opinion as to whether the means adopted by the aforesaid company
and Inspector of Mines respectively were intelligently undertaken and continued,
and were sufficient under the circumstances, with the means at the disposal of the
company and Inspector respectively, to prevent the fire spreading and ultimately to
lead to the extinguishment thereof,

(6.) That, In addition to the matters hereinbefore referred to, you report your opinion
as to the management, control, and inspection generally, in terms of “ The Coal-
mines Aet, 1891, and regulations thereunder, of the said coal-mine, and also of the
under-mentioned principal coal-ines in the colony :—

AUCKLAND DisTRICT.
Hikurangi Coal Company. Taupiri Reserve.
Ngunguru. Ralph’s Taupiri.

Taupiri Extended.
Waest Coast DisTRICT.

Mokihinui. Blackball.
Millerton. Brunner Dip.
Coalbrookdale. Brunner Rise.
Ironbridge.

1—C. 4.
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1904 The Native Land Claims Adjustment and Laws Amendment Act 1901

1904.
NEW ZEATLAND.

“THE NATIVE TAND CLAIMS ADJUSTMENT AND LAWS
AMENDMENT ACT, 1901”

(REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION APPOINTED UNDER SECTION 18 OF),

Laid on the Table of both Houses of the (Feneral dssembly by Command of His BHzcelleney.

REPORT.

To His Excellency the Governor of the Colony of New Zealand.,

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY.

We, the undersigned, being two of the Commissioners appointed by Your Excellency’s Com-
mission, bearing date the 31st January, 1902, under and by virtue of the provisions of section 18 of
“ The Native Land Claims Adjustment and Taws Amendment Act, 1901 to hear and determine
disputes respecting ownership and boundaries of the Awanui-Haparapara Block, the Maraehako Block,
the Tunapahore Block, and the subdivisions of the Kapuarangi Block known as Kapuarangi West,
Kapuarangi No. 14, Kapuarangi No. 18, and Kapuarangi No. 3, have the honour to report as follows :—

1. We held sittings at Opotiki from the 16th April to the 17th June, 1902, and from the 20th May
to the 12th August, 1903, to hear the evidence and arguments of the parties claiming interests in the
several blocks.

. 2. We have had before us the records of the proceedings in the Native Land Court and Native
Appellate Court with reference to the title to these blocks, and also with reference to the title to the
adjacent blocks known ag Mangatu, Takaputahi, Puketauhinu, Whitikau, and some others.

AwaNul HAPARAPARA.

3. This block of land, containing 1,887 acres, is situate in the Araparera Survey District, and is
delineated in the plan numbered 6484.

4. The claimants to this block were—(a) Whanau a Rongomai, Whanau a Hinekakaho, Whanau a
Unukawa, Whanau a Pupuni, Whanau a Mahutahuta, Whanau a Rutaia (represented by Timutimu
Tawhai, who claimed the whole block by right of ancestry, oceupation, and mana, the ancestors being
Takapukapakapa, Takioterangi, and Matekitatahi); (b) Whanau a Te Ehutu and Whanau a Hine-
tekahu (represented by Raureti Mokonui a Rangi, who claimed the whole block by right of ancestry,
occupation, conquest, and mana, the ancestors being Tukaki and Te Rangihori); (¢) a portion of the
Whanau a Hinetekahu Hapu (represented by Ngara Hare) set up a separate claim, although their right
to a share was admitted by Raureti Mokonuiarangi.

5. The following witnesses were called and examined on oath: For the Whanau a Rongomai and
the associated hapus, Tamati Ru, Eru Monita, Paora Ngamoki; for the Whanan a Te Ehutu and Whanau
a Hinetekahu, Hairama Haweti, Makarita te Hau; for Ngara Hare’s section of the Whanau a Hine-
tekahu, Hotene Tuaiwa. At the request of the Commissioners Te Hata Hokopaura (alias Moutara)
attended and gave evidence.

6. The case for the Whanau a Rongomai and the associated hapus was that this land formed part
of a gift made to Apanui, who subsequently presented it to his brother Takapukapakapa, with whom

1—G. 7.
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1904 Te Akau Block

1904.
NEW ZEALAND.

TE AKAU BLOCK

(REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON).

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Excellency.

COMMISSION.

RANFURLY, Governor.

To Henry Alred Home Monro, Esquire, of Parnell, and to James Mackay, Esquire, of
Paeroa, both in the Provincial District of Auckland : Greeting.
WHEREAS petitions have been presented to Parliament by Honana Maioha and Tuaiwa Ngatipare,
complaining of the decision of the Native Appellate Court, given in the year one thousand eight
hundred and ninety-four, in respect of the block of land known as Te Akau, situated in the
Provincial Distriet of Auckland :

And whereas the Native Affairs Committee of the House of Representatives has reported that
such Committee recommends that the whole question relating to Te Akau Block should be referred
to the Government for inquiry :

And whereas it is expedient that a Commission should be appointed to make inquiry as recom-
mended by the Committee aforesaid :

Now know ye that I, Uchter John Mark, Earl of Ranfurly, the Governor of the Colony of New
Zealand, in exercige of the power conferred upon me by ¢ The Commissioners Act, 1903,” and of
all other powers and authorities enabling me in this behalf, and acting by and with the advice and
consent of the Executive Council of the said colony, do hereby appoint you, the said Henry Alfred
Home Monro and James Mackay, to be a Commission for the purpose of investigating the matters
referred to in the said petitious in connection with the said block of land known as Tc¢ Akau.

And I do hereby re?uire you, using all diligence, to report to me, under your hands and seals,
your opinion resulting from the said inquiry in respect of the several matters and things investi-
gated by you under or by virtue of these presents, not later than the thirtieth day of June next
ensuing.

Agd, lastly, I hereby declare that this Commission is issued under and subjeet to the provisions
of ¢ The Commissioners Act, 1903.”

Given under the hand of His Excellency the Right Honourable Uchter John Mark, Earl
of Ranfurly ; Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael
and Saint George; Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over His Majesty's

(n.s.) Colony of New Zealand and its Dependencies ; and issued under the Seal of the said
Colony, at the Government House, at Wellington, this first day of February, in the
year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and four.

J. CARROLL,

Approved in Council.
ALEX. WILLIS,
Clerk of the Executive Council.

Gop save THE King!

1—G. 1.
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1905 The Maori Land Claims Adjustment and Laws Amendment Act 1904

1905.
NEW ZEALAND.

“THE MAORI LAND CLAIMS ADJUSTMENT AND LAWS
AMENDMENT ACT, 1904

(REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION APPOINTED UNDER BECTION 11 OF).

Laid an the Table of both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Excellency.

COMMISSION.

Pruxnker, Governor.

To all to whom these presents shall come, and to George Boutflower Davy, of Wellington,
Esquire, David Scannell, of Auckland, Esquire, and Apirana Turupa Ngata, of Gis-
borne, Esquire.

Wasreas it is provided by section eleven of *“ The Muori Tand Claims Adjustment and Laws
Amendment Act, 1904, that it shall be lawful for the Governor by Order in Couneil to appoint
one or more Royal Comrnissions to investigate the claims and allegations set out in the petitions
referred Lo i the Second Schedule to the said Aet, and to make such recormnendations as appear
to aceord with the equities of each case: And whereas it is expedient that a Commission should
be appointed as aforesaid:

Now, therefore, know ye that 1, William TLee, Baron Plunket, the Governor of the Colony of
New Zealand, in pursuance and exercise of the power and authority conferred upon me by the
said Act, and of all other powers and authorities enabling we in this behalf, and acting by and
with the consent and advice of the Executive Council of the said eolony, do hereby appoint you
the said

Groree BourrLOWER Davy,

DAVID SCANNELT, AND

ApiraNA TUrUPA NGATA,
to be a Commission to investigute the claims and allegations set out in the petitions referred to
in the Second Schedule to the said Act, and sct out in the Schedule hereto, and to make such
recommendations as appear to accord with the equities of each case.

And for the better enabling you to carry these presents into effect you are hercby authorised
and empowered to make and conduct any inquiry hereunder at such place or places in the said
colony as you may deem expedient, and to call before you aund examine on oath or otherwise, as
may be allowed by law, such person or persons as you may think capable of affording you informa-
tion in the premises; and you are hereby empowered to call for and examine all such hoolks,
documents, papers, maps, plans, accounts, or records as you shall judge likely to afford you
information on the subjcet of this Commission, and to inquire of any person concerning the
premises by all other lawful ways and means whatsoever.

And, using all diligence, you arc required to transmit to me, under your hands and seals,
your opinions and recommendations resulting from such investigations and inquiries not later
than the thirtieth day of June, one thousand nine hundred and five, or such cxtended date as
may be appointed in that behalf.

And it is hereby declared that this Commission shall continue in full force and virtue although
the inquiry be not regularly eontinued from time to time by adjournment; and that you and
any two of you shall and may from time *o time procecd to the execution thereof and of every
power, maiter, or thing herein contained.

1—G. 1.
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1905 Crown Lands [land tenure, land-settlement, and other matters affecting the Crown
Lands of the Colony]

1905. »
"NEW ZEALAND. . B

REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON LAND.TENURE, LANDSETTLEMENT, AND o'mmn
MATTERS AFFECTING THE CROWN TANDS-OF THE COLONY: TOGETHER WITH mu’ms
..QF TVIDENCE. .

Presented M_M#-Houus of the General Assambly by Cammand of His Ea:callem:y
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1905 Police Force of New Zealand [receipt of stolen goods]

Li.—16m.

1905.
. NEW ZEALAND.

POLICE FORCE OF NEW ZEALAND

(REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE).

Lawd on the Table of both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of Hiz Exzcellency.

COMMISSION.

PLUNKET, Governor.

To Helyar Wedderburn Bishop, of Christchurch, Esquire, a Stipéndiary Magistrate, and to
Joseph Willium Poynton, of Wellington, Esquire, Public Trustee: Greeting.

WHERRAS certain members of the Police Force stationed in the City of Dunedin have recently
been convicted of receiving stolen goods; and whereas it is expedient that a Commission should
be appointed to make inquiry as hereinafter mentioned:

Now, therefore, I, William Lee, Baron Plunket, the Governor of the Colony of New Zea-
land, in exercise and pursuance of the powers and authority conferred upon me by ‘“ The Commis-
sioners Act, 1903,”” and of every other power and authority enabling me in that behalf, and
acting by and with the advice and consent of the Executive Council of the said colony, do hereby
appoint you, the said

HerLyar WepDpERBURN BisHop and
Josepn WiLLiam PoYNTON,
to be a Commission for the purpose of making inquiry into the following matters and things,
namely :—
: (1.} As to the circumstances of the eurolment in the Police Force of Thomas Moses (one
of the persons convicted as aforesaid), and as to the failure of the Police Depart-
meut {0 ascertain that prior to such envolment he had been convicted of an offence.

(2.) As to the causes which led to the offences committed by certain members of the Police
TForce in Dunedin as aforesaid remaining undetected, and whether any laxity
of administration contribufed to such non-detection.

(3.) And, generally, as to the system of control and supervision exercised by Inspectors,
Sub-Inspectors, and sergeants of the Police Force, and whether proper control
and supervision has been exercised in Dunedin.

And for the better enabling you, the said Commission, to carry these presents into effect, you
are hereby authorised and empowered to mmake and conduet any inquiry under these presents in
the City of Dunedin aforesaid, and at such other place or places as you may deem expedient, with
power to adjourn from time to time and from place to place as you may think fit, and to call
before you and examine on oath or otherwise as may be allowed by law such person or persons as
you may think capable of affording you information in the premises; and you are also hereby
empowered to call for and examine all such books, documents, and papers as you may deem neces-
sary for the purposes of this inquiry, and generally to inquire of and concerning the premises by
all lawful ways and means whatsoever.

And using all diligence you are required to transmit to me, under your hands and seals,
vour report and recommendations in respect of the several matters and things inquired into by
vou not later that the thirty-first day of August, one thousand nine hundred and five, or such
extended date as may be appointed in that behalf.

And it is hereby declared that these presents shall be in full force and virtue, although the
inquiry be not regularly continued from time to time or from place to place by adjournment:

And. lastly, it is hereby further declared that these presents are issued under and subject to
the provisions of - The Commissioners Act, 1903.”’

(tiven under the hand of His Excellency the Right Honourable Williamn Lee, Baron

Plunket, Knight Commander of the Royal Victorian Order, Governor and Com-
(1..5.)  mander-in-Chief in and over His Majesty’s Colony of New Zealand and its Depen-
dencies ; and issued under the seal of the said colony, at the Government House, at
Wellington, this first day of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hun-
dred and five.
Jar. McGGowax,
Tn Executive Council.
ALex. Winnis,
Clerk of the Executive Council
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1905 Porirua, Otaki, Waikato, Kaikokirikiri and Motueka School Trusts

1905.
NEW ZEALAND.

PORIRUA, OTAKI, WAIKATO, KAIKOKIRIKIRI,
AND MOTUEKA SCHOOL TRUSTS

(REPORT AND EVIDENCE OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE).

Presented to both Howuses of the General Assembly by Command of His Exeellency.
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1906 Usury on loans to Maoris

G.—1.

Session I1.
1906.
NEW ZEALAND.

USURY ON LOANS TO MAORIS

(REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO THE ALLEGED); TOGETHER WITH
MINUTES AND RVIDENCE.

Return to an Order of the House of Representatives dated the 17th October, 1906.

Ordered, ‘‘ That there be laid before this House a return showing the evidence upon which Commissioner
Smith based his report in connection with the alleged usury on loans to Maoris at Hawera.''—(Mr. MasoR.)

REPORT.

To His Excellency the Governor.
May 1v pruaskE Youk EXCELLENCY,—

Tn pursuance and exercise of the powers in that behalf conferred on me by Your Excel-
lency’s Commission dated the 6th day of August, 1906, whereby, after rcciting that allegations
have been lately made from time to time respecting the practices of cvertain persons lending moneys
at cxorbitant rates of interest Lo aboriginal Natives of New Zealand interested in Native reserves
" vested in and administered by ihe Public Trustee of New Zealand under °° The West Coast Settle-
ment Reserves Act, 1892,”” in anticipation of the rents payable thereunder, whereby the said Natives
are impoverished, and are prevented from paying for the necessaries of life required by them, and
otherwise degraded, Your Iixcellency was pleased to appoint me to be a Commissioner for the pur-
pose of making inquiry into the following matters and things, namely: —

(1.) Whether the allegations that moneys are lent to such Natives at usurious rates of

interest are true;

(2.) Whether the Natives are thereby impoverished and prevented from improving their
condition ;

(3.) What should be done by legislation or otherwise in order to prevent a continuance
of the alleged evil, if it should be found on inquiry that such cvil cxists and that
such prevention is desirable in the interests of the Natives affected thereby,—

I have the honour to report as follows :

1. T opened the inquiry directed by the said Commission at Hawera on Thursday, the 23rd
day of August, 1906, and continued the same from day to day until Thursday, the 30th day of
August, 1906.

1—G. 1.
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1906 West Coast Settlement Reserves [complaints against the Public Trustee]

G.—2

Sesson 11.
1906.
NEW-ZEALAND.

WEST COAST SETTLEMENT RESERVES
(REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION ON COMPLAINTS AGAINST THE PUBLIC TRUSTEE IN
. CONNECTION WITH ADMINISTRATION OF THE).

Laid upon the Table by Command of His Excellency.

To His Excellency the Governor.

May IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—

In pursuance and exercise of the powers conferred on me by Your Excellency’s Commis-
siou dated the 6th day of August, 1906, whereby, after reciting that Kuini Wi Rangipupu and Heni
te Rau, aboriginal Natives of New Zealand, have petitioned the Parliament of New Zealand for
relief, alleging that they have suffered in consequence of certain acts of the Public Trustee in his

- administration of the lands included in Crown grants numbered 3952 and 5238, the lands described

therein being reserves vested in the Public Trustce under “ The West Coast Settlement Reserves
Act, 1892,” and the petitioners having life interests in the rents derived therefrom, Your Excellency
was pleased to appoint me to be a Commissioner for the purpose of making inquiry into the follow-
ing matters and things, namely,—

(1.) Whether the Public Trustee has charged the said Kuini Wi Rangipupu a greater
amount by way of commission than is allowed by law;

(2.) Whether the Public Trustce in dealing with the interests of the said Kuini Wi Rangi-
pupu in Crown Grant No. 3952, or in any other lands in which she has interests,
bas done, or omitted to do, any act or thing which would justify any complaint by
the said Kuini Wi Rangipupu against the Public Trustee ;

(3.) Whether tho said Heni te Rau has any cause of complaint against the Public Trustee
in connection with his actions in relation to her interests in’' Crown Grant No. 5238 ;

(4.) Whether the Natives interested in the West Coast Settlement Reserves should be
relieved from payment of land-tax where their individual interests in small reserves
are of less value than the exemption sllowed by the Land and Income Assessment
Acts,—

I have the honour to report as follows :—

1. I opened the inquiry directed by the said Commission at Hawera, on Thursday, the 23rd
day of August, 1906, and continued the same at intervals until Saturday, the 1st day of Scptember,
1906.

2. Mrs. R. 8. Thompson (Kuini Wi Rangipupn) and Mrs. Jane Brown (Heni te Rau) appeared
to conduct their respective cases, and Mr. T. W. Fisher appeared as agent for the Public Trustee.

3. No witnesses were called other than the parties interested.

4. As a result of the inquiry, I am of opinion that the first, second, and third questions must
be answered in the negative.

5. Mrs. Brown admitted that she had no complaint to make against either the Public Trustee
or his agent, Mr. Fisher. The gist of her grievance lay in the fact that the provisions of ¢ The
West Coast Settlement Reserves Act, 1892,” placed her interests under the control of the Public
Trustee, while she considered herself competent to manage her own affairs. Mrs. Brown acquired
her interest in the land described in the Crown Grant No. 5238 not as original grantee, but as
successor to a deceased grantee, and it would nof, in my opinion, be advisable to make anv
personal distinction in favour of a successor, however competent he or she may be, so long as the

. West Coast SBettlement Reserves remain vested in the Public Trustee.

6. Mrs, Thompson also acquired her interest in the land deseribed in Crown Grant No. 8952
by succession to a deceased grantee, and thus, so far as her objection fo being placed under the
control of the Publiec Trustee is concerned, the inexpediency of making personal distinctions
applies also to her case.

7. 1 can find no evidence that the Public Trustecc has charged more by way of commission
than allowed by law, or that he has done or omitted to do anything that would justify a complaint
againgt him.
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1906 Te Aute and Wanganui School Trusts [land ceded to the Crown]

Session IL.
1906.
NEW —ZEALAND.

TE AUTE AND WANGANUI SCHOOL TRUSTS

(REPORT AND EVIDENCE OF TilE RQYAL QOMMISSION ON THE).

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Eacellency.

COMMISSION.

Prungnr, Governor.

Charles Cargill Ketile, of Auckland, Esquire, District Judge; Alexander Wilson Hogg, of Master-
ton, Esquire, a member of the House of Representatives; Huntly John Harry Eliott, of Hutt,
Esquire; Robert lee, of Hutt, Hsquire; and Apirana Turupa Ngata, of Port Aivanui,
Esquire, a member of the House of Representatives: Greeting. ’

Whunruas by the Crown grants mentioned in the schedule hereto certain lands were granted to the
persons therein named in trust for the use and towurds the maintenance of the schools therein
referred to: And whereas the lands were ceded to the Crown by the Native nwners thereof so as to
provide for a school to be maintained at Te Aute, in the district of Ahuriri, for the benefit of the
aboriginal inhabitants of New Zecaland, and for a school to be maintained in the distriet of Ahuriri
aforesaid for the education of children of British subjects of both races in New Zealand: And
whereas doubt has arisen as to whether the lands and the revenues derived therefrom have been
so administered as to fulfil in the besé manner the trusts thereof: And whereas it is alleged that
the lands have not been let by public tender or otherwise to the best advantage: And whereas
it seems expedient in maintaining a school or schools as aforésaid that adequate provision
should be made for the manual and technical education of children of both races in New Zealand,
and cspecially of Maori children: And whereas it is alleged that the provision hitherto made
in that behalf is not adequate: And whereas it may be nccessary in the next session of Par-
liament to provide for legislation concerning the trusts and matters aforesaid: And whereas it
is expedient that a Commission should be appointed to inquire into the present position of the
trusts and trust estates created by the respective Crown grants mentioned in the schedule hereto
and into the necessity or expediency of the proposed legislation with respect thereof :

Now, therefore, I, William Lee, Baron Plunket, the Governor of the Colony of New Zealand,
in exercise of the powers conferred by ‘‘ The Commissioners Act, 1903,”” and of every other power
and authority enabling me in this behalf, and acting by and with the advice and consent of the
Executive Council of the said ecolony, do hereby constitute and appoint you, the said

CuarLes Carcivrn KrTTLE,
ArLexanpEr Winsen Hoaga,
Huxtiy Jomw Harry ErlorT,
Rosenrt LFE, and

Aprmnana Turopa NQATjA,

—G@G. 5.
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1907

Fires on wool-ships

H.—29.

1907.
NEW ZEALAND.

FIRES ON WOOL-SHIPS

(REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION TO INQUIRE INTO); TOGETHER WITH MINUTES OF PRO-
CEEDINGS AND EVIDENCE, AND EXHIBITS.

Presented to both Houses of Parliament by Command of Ilis Excellency.

COMMISSION.

PLUNKET, Governor.

To all to whom these presents shall come, and to Alexander McArthur, of Welling-
ton, Stipendiary Magistrate, Harold Sewallis Blackburne, of Wellington,
Nautical Adviser to the Marine Department, and Walter George Foster,
General Manager of the Assets Realisation Board, Wellington.

WrEREAS it is provided by section 2 of ““ The Commissioners Act, 1903, that the
Governor in Council may appoint any person or persons to be a Commission to inquire
into and report, amongst other things, upon any guestion arising out of the adminis-
tration of the Government, or the working of any existing law :

And whereas it is expedient to appoint a Commission to inquire into and report
upon the cause of fires on ships whose cargo is wholly or partly composed of wool,
flax, tow, or other combustible material, and as to what such Commission considers
necessary to insure the shipment of such cargo and its conveyance from New Zea-
land to its destination in such a condition that it will not be liable to fire from spon-
taneous combustion or any other cause, and also as to the necessity or expediency
of amending the existing law with respect thereto :

Now, therefore, I, William Lee, Baron Plunket, the Governor of the Colony of
New Zealand, in exercise of the powers conferred by ** The Commissioners Act, 1903,”
and of every other power and authority enabling me in this behalf, and acting by and
with the advice of the Executive Council of the said colony, do hereby appoint you,
the said
ALEXANDER MCARTHUR,

HaroLp SEWALLIS BLACKBURNE, and
WALTER GEORGE FOSTER,

to be a Commission by all lawful ways and means to examine and inquire into every
matter or thing touching the premises in such manner and at such times as you deem
expedient.

And for the better enabling you to carry these presents into effect you are hereby
authorised and empowered to make and conduct any inquiry under these presents
at such place or places as you may deem expedient.
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1907 Native lands and native-land tenure

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.

DUPLICATE

Wai 1200, A60

[P

RANGAHAUA WHANUI NATIONAL THEME K

MAORI LAND COUNCILS
AND MAORI LAND BOARDS:
A HISTORICAL OVERVIEW, 1900 TO 1952

! DONALD M LOVERIDGE

DECEMBER 1996

FIrsT RELEASE

WAITANGI TRIBUNAL
RANGAHAUA WHANUI SERIES
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1907

Nightcaps coal-mine disaster [on 21 June 1907]

C.—138.

1907.
NEW ZEALAND.

NIGHTCAPS COAL-MINE DISASTER

(REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO THE) ON THE 21str JUNE, 1907.

Laid on the Table of both Houses of the General Assembly by Leave.

COMMIBSSION.

PLUNKET, Governor.

To all to whom these presents shall come, and to William Reeve Haselden,
Esquire, of Wellington, District Judge; Huntly John Harry Eliott,
Esquire, of Hutt; Ilenry Andrew Gordon, Ksquire, of Auckland,
Mining Engineer; and Alexander Forbes, Esquire, of Kaitangata,
Secretary to the Otago Coal-miners’ Union of Workers: Greeting.

WHEREAS a disaster occurred at the coal-mine at Nightcaps, known as the
Nighteaps Colliery, the property of the Nightcaps Coal Company (Limited),
on the twenty-first day of June last, which caused the deaths of three persons
working therein: And whereas it is expedient that a Commission should be
issued for the purpose of inquiring into the cause of the said disaster, and into
the working of the existing law in respect to the prevention of such disasters,
and for the other purposes hereinafter mentioned :

Now, therefore, know ye that I, William Lee, Baron Plunket, the Governor
of the Colony of New Zealand, reposing trust and confidence in your knowledge,
integrity, and ability, and acting by the advice and with the consent of the
Executive Council of the said colony, do hereby, in exercise of the powers
conferred on me by “ The Commissioners Act, 1903,” and of all other powers and
authorities cnabling me in this behalf, constitute and appoint you, the said

WiLLiaM REeVE HASELDEN,
HuntLy JouN Harry ErioTt,
Hexry ANDREW GORDON, and
ALEXANDER FORBES,

to be a Commission for the purpose of making inquiry irto the matters herein-
1—C. 13.
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1908 Auckland electric tramways [efficiency and working of the brakes]

H.—38.

1908.
NEW ZEALAND.

AUCKLAND ELECTRIC TRAMWAYS:

REPORT OF ROYAL, COMMISSION APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO THE EFFICIENCY AND WORKING
OF THE BRAKES THEREON ON THE 14w JULY, 1908.

JLaid on the Table of the House uf Representatives by Leawve.

To His Excellency the Right Honourable William Lee, Baron Plunket, Knight
Commander of the Most Distinguished Order of Baint Michael and Saint
George, Knight Commander of the Royal Victorian Order, Governor and
Commander-in-Chief in and over His Majesty’s Dominion of New Zealand
and its Dependencies.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,—
1. The Commission intrusted to us by Your Excellency directed our

attention to the following matters in connection with the brakes in use on the

rolling-stock of the Auckland clectric tramways :—

(@) Whether the brakes as at present existing on the rolling-stock
used on the said tramways are in good working-order and cffi-
clent repair; ,

(b.) Whether the systems of brakes adopted are suitable for use on
the said tramways;

(¢.) Whether the motormen employed on the said tramways have an
efficient knowledge of and are practised in the use of the said
brakes; -

(d.) Whether the said brakes are used by the said motormen generally
in a proper and efficient manner, and with due care and regard
for the public safety;

(¢.) And generally to make inquiry into any matter or thing arising
out of or connected with the several subjects of inquiry herein-
before mentioned, or which in your opinion may be of assistance
in fully ascertaining, explaining, and arriving at a fair and just
conclusion in respect to the subjects of inquiry, and into the
working of the existing law, or regarding the necessity or ex-
pediency of any new legislation in respect to tramway rolling-
stock or the use thoreof or the equipment or appliances in con-
nection therewith.

2. Having now concluded our investigations and inquiries, we -have the
honour to submit to Your Excellency our report on the several matters referred
to us.

1—H. 38,
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1909

Police Force of New Zealand

H.,—106s.

1909.
NEW ZEALAND.

POLICE FORCE OF NEW ZEALAND

(REPORT AND EVIDENCE OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE).

Presented to bath Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Excellency.

CONTENTS

Page
COMMISSION ii
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1910 Auckland City and suburban electric tramways

H.—24.

1910.
NEW ZEALAND.

AUCKLAND OCITY AND SUBURBAN
ELECTRIC TRAMWAYS,

(REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION APPOINTED T0 INQUIRE INTO THE EFFICIENCY OF THE
BRAKES, AND SUITABILITY OF THE BRAKE SYSTEMS, ADOPTED ON THE AUCKLAND CITY
AND SUBURBAN ELECTRIC TRAMWAYS.)

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Eacellency.

. REPORT.
To His Excellency the Right Honourable William TLee, Baron Plunket,
Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael
and Saint George, Knight Commander of the Royal Victorian Order,
Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over His Majesty’s Dominion
of New Zealand and its Dependencies.

May 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY—

By the Commission intrusted to us by Your Excellency we were directed, —

(a.) To ascertain whether, having regard to the grades of the Auckland City
and suburban electric tramways, to the speeds at which cars travelled
thereon, to the congested street traffic, to the safety of the public, and
also to the provisions of clause 48, Part I, of the Second Schedule of
the Tramways Act, 1908, the systems of brakes already adopted, or any
of them, are suitable, efficient, and sufficient for use on the said tram-
ways :

(b.) If, in our opinion, the said brakes were not suitable and sufficient, to state
what other form of brake we would recommend, having regard to all
the circumstances and conditions under which the said tramways are
operated, for adoption on the said tramways :

(c.) To gencrally make imnquiry into any matter or thing arising out of or con-
nected with the subjects of inquiry hereinbefore mentioned, and into
the working of the existing law, or regarding the necessity or expediency
of any new legislation in respect thereof.

Our attention was also directed to the fact that the Auckland Tramway Company

had, by the consent of the Minister of Public Works, installed for experimental pur-
poses on. two of its cars a pneumatic wheel-brake.

The great diversity of practice, the widely differing opinions held by iramway
authorities, and the admitted difficulty of obtaining u single satisfactory solution
of this complicated problem, rendered it evident to us that a full and searching
investigation must precede the report which we have now the honour to make,

1-—H. 24,
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1911 Kaiapoi Reserve [land]

G,—8,

1911.
NEW ZEALAND,

KATAPOI RESHKRVE

(REPORT AND EVIDENCE OF ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE).

Vresented to hoth Houses of the General Assembly by Command of Mis Ercellency.

IsuiNgTON, Governor.
To wll to whom these prosents shall come, and to Walter Edward Rawson. Esquire, Judge of the
Native Land Court of New Zealand : Greeting.

Wnerkas the block of land, containing two thousand six hundred and forty acres. situated in the
Provincial District of Canterbury, and known as the Kaiapoi Reserve, was in and after the year eighteen
hundred and sixty-two, pursuant to the Acts in that behalf enabling, apportioned and granted to the
aboriginal Natives entitled thereto :  And whereas the Crown grants issued to such aboriginal Natives
provided, infer alia. that no disposition of the land included in the grant by way of sale, mortgage,
lease, or otherwise should be made without the consent in writing indorsed thereon of the Governor
or of some person duly appointed by him or otherwise duly authorized by law in that behalf: And
whereas the Native owners under such grants and their successors in title have at various times since
the issue of such Crown grants as aforesaid made dispositions by will of the land so granted as afore-
said without such consent being indorsed thercon :  And whereas the Supreme Court has decided that
such dispositions by will are prohibited by the terms of the grants aforesaid, and are invalid in law :
and by reason of such decision the validity of the titles of persons now in possession of such lands has
been questioned, and actions have heen commenced in the Supreme Court in regpect thereof ; And
whereas it is cxpedient to appoint a Commission under the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1908, to
inguire into and report upon the circumstances connected with the dispositions by will of any such
land and the expediency of validating all or any of such dispositions, and in the meantime to stay
all actions and procceedings now commenced or threatened in respect thereof :

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by the Commissions of Inquiry Act,
1908, and of all other powers and authoritics enabling me in that behalf, I, John Poynder Dickson-
Poynder, Baron Islington, the Governor of the Dominion of New Zealand, acting by and with the
advice and consent of the Executive Council of the said Dominion, do hereby appoint you. the said

WaLrTer Epwarp Rawson,

to be o Commission o inquire into and report upon the ciroumstances connected with the disposi-
tions by will of any of the lands hercinbefore described and subsequent dealings therewith, and the
expediency of validating all or any of such wills and 2ll or any of the dispositions made thereby ;
and you are heveby enjoined to make such suggestions and recommendations as you may consider
desirable or necessary with respect to the foregoing muatters, and generally with respect o the
necessity of legislation in the premises.

And for the better enabling you, the said Commission, to carry these presents into effeet, you
are hereby euthorized »nd empowered to make and conduct uny inguiry under these presents at such
times and places in Now Zealand as you deem expedient, with power to adjourn from time to time

l—-Gr. 5.
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1912 Mines [health and safety of miners]

Session 1.
1912
NEW ZEALAND.

[

ROYAL COMMISSION ON MINES

(REPORT ON THE).

Presented to both Hlouses of the General Assembly by Command of His Bacellency.

COMMISSION.

IsLingTON, Governor.
To all to whom these presents shall come, and to Neil Dundonald Cochrane,
Esq., of Dunedin, Mining Engineer; John Dowgray, Esq., of Granity,
Miner; James Sim Evans, Esq., of Nclson, Warden and Stipendiary
Magistrate; George Fletcher, Esq of Gramty, Mine-manager; Her-
bert Scott Molineaux, Esqg., of Barewood, Mine- -manager; William
Edward Parry, Esq., of Waihi, Miner; and Frank Reed, Esq., of
Wellington, Inspecting Engineer of Mines.
WHEREAS it is deemed expedient to appoint a Commission to inquire into and
report on the conditions relating to the health and safety of the miners of New
Zealand and the administration of the laws relating to mining and coal-mines,
and to make recommendations for any amendment of these laws which may be
considered necessary for the better protection of the health and safety of persons
working in mines :

Now, therefore, I, John Poynder Dickson-Poynder, Baron Islington, the
Governor of the Dominion of New Zealand, in exercise of the powers conferred
by the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1908, and of all other powers and authoritics
enabling me in that behalf, and acting by and with the advice and consent of
the Executive Council of the said Dominion, do hereby constitute and appoint
you the said
NEeiL DunpoNaLD COCHRANE,
JouN DowcGray,
JaMes SiM EvVANS,
GrorGE FLETCHER,
HERBERT ScoTT MOLINEAUX,

‘WiLLiam EpwarD Parry, and

Frank RreD

to be a Commission to make inquiry into the matters hereinbefore referred to,
and for that purpose to inquire and report generally as to-—

1—C. 4.
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1912

Cost of living in New Zealand [review on extent of increase]

H.—18.

Session L1
1912.
NEW ZEALAND

COST OF LIVING IN NEW ZEALAND

(REPORT AND EVIDENCE OF TIIE ROYAL COMMISSION ON).

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of Ilis Excellency.

CONTENTS,
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1913

Forestry [whether forests should be retained for conservation or used for settlement
or timber production]

C.—12.

1913.
NEW ZEALAND.

ROYAL: COMMISSION ON FORESTRY

(REPORT OIt THE), TOGETHER WITIL MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS AND OF EVIDENCK.

Presented 1o both Houses of the General Assembly by Comwmand of His Lxcellency.
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1914 Explosives in New Zealand [care and carriage]

H.—217.

1914.
NEW ZEALAND

EXPLOSIVES IN NEW ZEALAND

(REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO THE CARE AND CARRIAGE OF)

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by (Command of His Facellency.

COMMISSION.

LivErpooL, Governor.

To all to whom these presents shall come, and to Robert West Holmes, Esquire,
Engineer-in-Chief, Public Works Department ; Lieutenant Theodore Keppel
Elmsley, R.N. ; Captain Henry Molesworth Edwards, R.E.: Greeting.

WHEREAS it is expeddent that inquiry should be made into certain matters relating
to the care and carriage of explosives in New Zealand :

Now, therefore, I, Arthur William de Brito Savile, Earl of Liverpool, the Go-
vernor of the Dominion of New Zealand, in exercise of the powers conferred by the
Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1908, and of all other powers and authorities enabling
me in this behalf, and acting by and with the advice and consent of the Executive
Council of the said Dominion, do hereby constitute and appoint you, the said

RoBeErT WEST HOLMES,
TrEopOoRE KrEPPEL HLMSLEY, and
HeENRY MoLEsworTH EDWARDS,

to be a Commission to inquire into and report as to the care and carriage of explosives
in New Zealand, and with special reference to the following matters :—

(1.) Should private magazines for the keeping or storing of explosives be
allowed, or should magazines in future be established and rain-
tained by the Government ?

(2.) What conditions should govern the approval or sclection of a site
for such a magazine ?

1—H. 27,
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1914

Huntly mining accident

C.—14.

1914.
NEW ZEALAND.

HUNTLY MINING ACCIDENT

(REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE), TOGETHER WITH MINUTES OF TVIDENCE.

Dresented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Excellency.

COMMISSION.

LIVERPOOL, Governor.
To all to whom these presents shall come, and to FREDERIOK JaAMES BUrcESss,

Bsquire, of Thames, Warden and Stipendiary Magistrate ; JouN CONNELL

Brown, Hsquire, of Westport, Mine-manager; and JoHNZDOWGRAY,

Esquire, of Granity, Miner.
WaEREAS an accident occurred: at the coal-mine at Huntly, known as Ralph’s
Colliery, the property of the Taupiri Coal-mines (Limited), on the twelfth day of
September, one thousand nine hundred and fourteen, which caused the deaths
of forty-three persons working therein : And whereas it is expedient that a Com-
misgion should be issued for the purpose of inquiring into the cause of the said
accident, and into the working of the existing law in respect to the prevention of
such accidents, and for the other purposes hereinafter mentioned :

Now, therefore, know ye that I, Arthur William de Brito Savile, Earl of Liver-
pool, the Governor of the Dominion of New Zecaland, reposing trust and confidence
in your knowledge, integrity, and ability, and acting by and with the advice and
consent of the Executive Council of the said Dominion, do hereby, in excrcise of
the powers conferred on me by the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1908, and of all

other powers and authorities enabling me in this behalf, constitute and appoint’

you the said
FreEvERICK JaMEs BURGESS,

Joun ConNeELr Brown, and
Joun Dowaeray

to be a Commission for the purpose of making inquiry into the matters hereinbefore

referred to, and into the several other matters mentioned in these presents, that is

to say,—

v (1.) To ascertain in what part or parts of the mine the accident ocourred,
and the nature of the same.

" (2.) To ascertain how the accident was caused.

(8.) To ascertain what lights were used in the different parts of the mine
at the time of the accident.

(4.) To ascertain to what extent the provisions of the Coal-mines Act, 1908,
and the general rules, the special rules, and additional rules made
in accordance with the provisions of that Act, were complied with
in the mins, but more especially as regards—

(a.) Ventilation and lighting ;

(b.) The examination of the mine ;

(c.) The character of the explosives used ;

(d.) The withdrawal of workmen in case of danger; and
{e.) The means of escape in case of accident.

(8.) To agcertain the nature and character of the working and general
management of the mine, and whether the mine was well and safely
managed.

1—C. 14.
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1914 Hauraki mining district and Te Aroha township [administration and disposal of Crown
land, forests, and timber and also land-tenures in Te Aroha township]

C.—3.

1914. .
NEW ZEALAND,

HAURAKI MINING DISTRICT AND TE AROHA TOWNSHIP:

REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO THE ADMINISTRATION AND
DISPOSAL. OF CROWN LAND, FORESTS, AND TIMBER I[N HAURAKI MINING DISTRICT; ALSO
LAND - TENURES IN TE AROHA TOWNSHIP: WITH MINORITY REPORT.

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of fis Excellency.

)

COMMISSTION.

T.iverroorn, Governor.

To all to whom these presents shall come, and to John Strauchon, Esq.,
1.8.0., of Wellington, Surveyor; Major "~ Daniel Henderson Lusk, of
Auckland, Farmer; and Albert Bruce, Ksq., of Thames, Secretary of the

- Thames Harbour Board : Greeting.

: WHEREAS it is desirable to ascertain in what manner the land, forests, and timber

belonging to the Crown situated within the Hauraki Mining District, in the Auckland

Land Distriet, should be dealt with, and whether the existing legislation and

regulations dealing with the disposal of the land and timber are in the best interests

of the State, and, if not, how far existing methods of administration and disposal
can ‘be amended without detriment to mining intevests : ; -

And whereas it is also desirable to ascertain whether the existing tenures under
the Mining Act, 1908, under which land is at present held in Te Aroha Township
are in the best interests of settlement, and whether it is desirable that holders of
land under such tenures should be allowed to acquire the freehold of their holdings,
and, if so, under what conditions :

Now know ye that, in exercise of the powers conferred by the Commigsions
of Inquiry Act, 1908, and of all other powers and authorities enabling me in this
behalf, I, Arthur William de Brito Savile, Harl of Liverpool, Goyernor of the
Dominion of New Zealand, acting by and with the advice and consent of the
Execntive Council thereof, do hereby appoint you, the said

JoHN STRAUCHON,
DaxieL HexpeErsoN LuUsk, and
’ ALBERT BRUCE,

to be a Commission for the purposes of inquiring by all lawful means into

the question of administration and disposal of the said land and timber, and for

that purpose to inspect such portions, if any, of the land and forests belonging to

the Crown situated within the Hauraki Mining District and Te Aroha Township
as you may deem desirable, and to report—

(1.) Whether the past administration of timber arcas under the provisions

of the Mining Act and the regulations thereunder have been in the

best interests of the State.
1—C. 3. )
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1914

Mining districts in Nelson, Marlborough, and Westland [administration and disposal

of the land, forests and timber belonging to the Crown]

1914.
NEW ZEALAND.

MINING DISTRICTS IN NELSON, MARLBOROUGH,
AND WESTLAND

(REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO THE ADMINISTRATION AND
DISPOSAL OF THE LAND, FORESTS, AND TIMBER BELONGING TO THE CROWN SITUATED

WITHIN THE).

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Eacellency.

COMMISSION.

Laverroor, Governor.

To all to whom these presents shall come, and to John Strauchon, Fsq., 1.8.0.
of Wellington, Surveyor; Major Daniel Henderson Lusk, of Auckland,
Farmer; and John Allman Marchant, Esq., of Ruatapu, Sawmill-manager:
Greeting.

WHERREAS it is desirable to ascertain in what manner the land, forests, and timber
belonging to the Crown situated within mining districts in the Nelson and Westland
Land Districts should be dealt with, and whether the existing legislation and regu-
lations dealing with the disposal of the land and timber are in the best interests of
the State, and, if not, how far existing mothods of administration and disposal be
amended without detriment to mining interest :

Now know ye that, in exercise of the powers conferred by the Commission of
Inquiry Act, 1908, and of all other powers and authorities enabling me in this behalf,
I, Arthur William de Brito Savile, Earl of Liverpool, Governor of the Dominion of
New Zealand, acting by and with the advice and consent of the Executive Council
thereof, do hereby appoint you, the said

JorN STrRAUCHON,
Danrer HeENpeErsoN Lusk, and
JouN ArLMan MARCHANT

to be a Commission for the purpose of inquiring by all lawful means into the question
of administration and disposal of the said land and timber, and for that purpose to
inspect such portions, if any, of the land and forests belonging to the Crown situated
within mining districts in the Nelson and Westland Land Districts as you may
deem desirable, and to report—

(1.) Whether the past administration of timber areas under the provisions
of the Mining Act and the regulations thereunder has been in the
best interests of the State.

(2.) Whether the existing control of the same by the Mining Wardens
should be abolished, and whether the Land Board of the district
should alone deal with all applications for the sale of timber.

(3.) Whether it is desirable to continue the existing classification of timber
arveas as (a) Warden’s timber areas, and () Land Board’s timber

areas,
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1915 Regulation of Trade and Commerce Act 1914

H.—34.

1915.
NEW ZEALAND.

REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION APPOINTED
UNDER THE REGULATION OF TRADE AND
COMMERCE ACT, 1914,

Presented. to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of lis Bacellency.

COMMISSION.

Commission to inquire into and report upon certain Matters under the
Regulation of Trade and Commerce Act, 1914.

Liverroor, Governor.

To all to whom these presents shall come, and to the Honourable Thomas
Walter Stringer, K.C., Judge of the Court of Arbitration; the
Honourable John Barr, Membcr of the Legislative Council; James
Bege, Esquire, of Mosgicl, Farmer; George Joseph Garland, Esquire,
of Auckland, Accouniant and Agent; William Milne, Esquire, of
Oamaru, Farmer; and George Wilson, Esquire, of Wellington, Mer-
chant : Greeting.

WHEREAS by section thirty-four of the Regulation of Trade and Commerce Act,
1914, it is provided that at any time while Tis Majesty is at war with any
foreign Prince or State the Governor may appoint any person or persons to
be a Commission to inquire into and rcport upon any or all of the matters
thercin set out: And whereas it is expedient that a Commission should be
appointed for the purposes hereinafter set forth :

Now, therefore, I, Arthur William de Brito Savile, Farl of Liverpool,
the Governor of the Dominion of New Zealand, in exercise of the powers con-
ferred by the Regulation of Trade and Commerce Act, 1914, and the Commis-
sions of Inquiry Act, 1908, and of all other powers and authorities enabling
me in this behalf, and acting by and with the advice and consent of the Execu-
tive Council of the said Dominion, do hereby appoint and constitute you the
said

THOMAS WALTER STRINGER,
JouN DBARR,

James BErca,

GEORGE JOSEPH (GARLAND,
WILLIAM MILNE, and
GEORGE WILSON

to be a Commission to inquire into and report to me upon the following

matters :—

(¢.) The state of the prices in New Zealand of wheat, flour, bread,
oatmeal, beef, mutton, and any other articles whatever of food
or drink, on the first day of August, one thousand nine hun-

dred and fourteen, and at any time thereafter.

1—H. 34.
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1918 Defence Department expenditure

H.—19c¢.

ROYAIL, COMMISSION

ON

DEFENCE DEPARTMENT EXPENDITURE, 1918,

MEMORANDUM BY THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE ON THE REPORT.

cc

1. THE report of the Commission ‘‘ that in all essentials the Administration has
succeeded 7 will, T am sure, be received with satisfaction throughout New Zealand.

2. The Government appreciates very much the suggestions and recommenda-
tions set out in the report. These will be given every consideration, and where not
already in operation will be adopted, if found economical and applicable in
principle.

3. (a@.) The suggestion to abolish the office of the Adjutant-General and
appoint an Officer in Charge of Administration would not do
away with the duties or work of the Adjutant-General’s Branch.

(b.) To transfer certain of the Adjutant-General’s duties to the (General
Stafl would be in conflict with agreements which have been come
to at various Imperial Conferences and which aim at securing
uniformity throughout the Empire in regard to methods and
equipment.

4. In regard to nomenclature, the designations are in accordance with the
Imperial arrangements to standardize all matters naval and military. Imperial
Army Orders for April, 1918, indicate this. .

5. The questions dealt with in paragraphs 3 and 4 will, however, be placed
before the Imperial Army Council for advice.

6. In regard to the battalion system, early experience led to the adoption of the
present reinforcement system as the best suited to meet local conditions .of
recruiting, administration, &c. Moreover, it is deemed to be the most economical
under the many varying conditions to which our reinforcements are subject.
This matter is, however, being further considered, and those who advocated the
battalion system will be invited to compare details of their contention with details
of the present system, which has placed the New Zealand Korces abroad in the
proud position they occupy to-day.

7. A conference of District Commanders and other officers will meet without
delay to consider how the suggestions in the report can be applied to secure greater
efficiency and economy.

¥

Wellington, N.Z., 25th July, 1918, Minister of Defence.
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1922 Rotorua—Taupo railway

1922,
NEW ZEALAND.

ROTORUA-TAUPO RAILWAY

(REPORT OF ROYATL COMMISSION UPON A REQUEST IFOR CONSTRUCTION AND WORKING OF).

of His Kacellency.

Presepted to both Houses of the General Assembly by Commeand,

COMMISSTION.

CONSTRUCTION OF A RATLWAY BETWIEEN ROTORUA AND TAUPO.

JELLICOK, Governor-General.

To all to whom these presents shall come, and to ITegBERT BUuxTon, lsquire,
of Wellington ; Greora T'Homas Mourray, Esquire, of Wellington ; Lason
Maclnrosn Hrnis, Isquive, of Wellington ; Jonn bDovuvcrnas RircHiw,
Esquire, of Wellington ; and to Huew Munro, lisquire, of Auckland :
Greeting.

WHREREAS request has been made to the Government that a Government railway
should be constructed and worked between Rotorua and Taupo (or the vicinity
thercol) connecting with  the present Government rallway at Rotorua: And
whereas the Government is desirous of obtaining the fullest available information
on the matters hereinafter mentioned, the better to enable it to consider and
decide regarding such request :

Now, therefore, I, John Rushworth, Viscount Jellicoe, Governor-General of
the Dominion of New Zealand, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by the
Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1908, and of all other powers and authorities enabling
me in this behalf, and acting by and with the advice and consent of the Iixecutive
Council of the said Dominion, do hereby constitute and appoint you, the said

ITerBERT BUXTON,
Grorer THOMAS MURRAY,
[L.eoN MaclnTose HLLis,
Joux Dovceras Rircair, and
Hvuen Munro,
to be a Commission to inquire into and report upon the following matters :—

(1.) The extent of the traffic which may reasonably be expected to be
conveyed over a raillway between Rotorua and Taupo ov the
vicinity thereof (connecting with the present Government railway
at Rotorua) if such first-mentioned ratlway be constructed.

(2.) The probability of such raflway (if constructed) returning suflicient
revenue from the working thereol to meet the expenditure incurred
in and by such working, together with interest on the cost of the
construction of such rallway, assuming such interest to be charged
on such cost at the rate of four per centum per annum.

(8.) The extent of the country which would be served by such a railway
(if constructed), and the suitability of such country for purposes
of settlement.

(4.) The route (gencrally) which shonld be adopted for the construction
of such a railway (if such construction should be decided upon).

(5.) Generally upon such matters as arve in your opinion relevant to the
question as to whether it is desirable and warranted in and by
the public interest that a railway should be constructed between
Rotorua and Taupo as aforesaid.

And, with the like advice and consent, 1 do further appoint you, the said

HERBERT BUXTON,

to be the Chairman ol the sald Commission. .
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1924 Land and income taxation in New Zealand

B.—5.

1924.
NEW ZEALAND. !

LAND AND INCOME TAXATION

(REPORT OF THE ROYAT, COMMISSION APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO THE SUBJECT OF) IN NEW
ZREALAND.,

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Excellency.

COMMISSION
TO INQUIRE INTO AND REPORT UPON LAND AND INCOME TAX.

JELLICOE, (Governor-General.

To all to whom these presents shall come, and to the IHonourable WiLLiam
AvLexanNDER SiM, a Judge of the Supreme Court of New Zealand ; James
Beeg, Esquire, of Dunedin, Retired Farmer; WiLLiam Durrus Hunt,
Esquire, of Wellington, Company-director ; (GEORGE SHIRTCLIFFE, lisquire,
of Wellington, Company-director ; and THoMAs SHAILER WESTON, Iisquire,
of Wellington, Barrister and Solicitor :  Greeting.
WHEREAS it is expedient that inquiry should be made into the present system of
land and income taxation in New Zealand in all its aspects, including the scope,
rates, and incidence of the several taxes; allowances and reliefs; assessment,
appeal, and collection; and prevention of evasion; and that a Commission of
Inquiry should report what alterations of the law are necessary or desirable, and
what effect any such alterations would have on rates of tax if it were necessary to
maintain the total yield of land-tax and of income-tax respectively :

Now, therefore, 1, John Rushworth, Viscount Jellicoe, Governor-General of
the Dominion of New Zealand, in exercise of the powers conferred by the Com-
missions of Inquiry Act, 1908, and all other powers and authorities whatsoever
enabling me in this behalf, and acting by and with the advice and consent of the
Executive Council of the said Dominion, do hereby constitute and appoint you,
the said

WILLIAM ALEXANDER SIM,
James Braa,

WiLriam Durrus Hunw,
GEORGE SHIRTCLIFFE, and
TaoMAs SHAILER WESTON

to be a Commission to investigate and report upon all the aforesaid matters.
And, with the like advice and consent, I do further appoint you, the said

WILLIAM ALEXANDER SIM,

to be Chairman of the said Commission.
And, for the better enabling you, the said Commission, to carry these presents
into effect, you are hereby authorized and empowered to make and conduct any

1—B. 5.
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1925 Sale of the Poverty Bay Farmers’ Meat Company (Limited) to Messrs Vestey Bros
(Limited) and other matters

H.—30.

1925,
NEW ZEALAND.

ROYAIL: COMMISSION

IN CONNECTION WITH THNK INQUIRY INTO THE SALE OF THE
POVERTY BAY FARMERS MEAT COMPANY (LIMITED) TO MESSRS.
VESTEY BROS. (LIMITED) AND OTHER MATTERS.

Laid on she Table of the House of Representatives by Leave.

COMMISSTION.

CrarLrs Frreusson, Governor-General.
To all to whom these presents shall come, and to JoEN ALExanDER, Hsquire,
of Auckland, Barrister; GERALD FrrzeErALD, Esquire, of Wellington,
Civil Engineer; ArLexanpErR MaciNTosH, Hsquire, of Waellington,
(Gentleman : Greeting.
WHEREAS it is cxpedient that inqguiry should be made in respect of the matters
hereinafter defined : _

Now, therefore, I, Sir Charles KFergusson, Baronet, (Yovernor-General of the
Dominion of New Zealand, in exercise of the powers conferred by the Commissions
of Inquiry Act, 1908, and of all other powers and authorities enabling me in this
behalf, and acting by and with the advice and consent of the Hxecutive Council
of the said Dominion, do hereby appoint you, the said

JOoHN ALEXANDER,
(GERALD FITZGERALD, and
ALEXANDER MACINTOSH

to inquire into and report upon the following questions arising out of (1) the
administration of the Government, and (2) the working of the existing laws relating
to slaughtering, meat-export control, and commercial trusts, that is to say—

1. The circumstances under which the Minister of Agriculture and the Meat
Control Board respectively abstained from taking action to prevent a
sale by the National Bank of New Zealand (imortgagees) to Vestey Bros.
(Limited) of certain freezing-works and other properties of the Poverty
Bay Farmers’ Meat Company (Limited), including in such circumstances
(enter alia)—
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1925

University education in New Zealand

1925.
NEW ZEALAND

REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION

UNIVERSITY EDUCATION IN NEW ZEALAND.

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Leawve.

WELLINGTON.

BY AUTHORITY: W. A. G. SKINNER, GOVERNMENT PRINTER.

1925.
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1926 Rural credits [providing farmers with further financial assistance]

1926.
NEW ZEALAND.

REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION

ON

RURAL CREDITS.

WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND.
BY AUTHORITY: W. A, G. SKINNER, GOVERNMENT PRINTER.

1926.
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1927 Dobson Colliery disaster [coal mine]

1927.
NEW ZEAITAND.

DOBSON COLLIERY DISASTER

(REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION ON).

Laid on the Table of the House of Representatives by Leave.

COMMISSION.

COMMISSION TO INQUTRE INTO AND REPORT UPON COLLIERY DISASTER AT DOBSON,

Crmarnues Frercusson, Governor-General.

To all to whom these presents shall come, and to Epwarp Pace, Lsquire,
of Wellington, Stipendiary Magistrate; Joun Warson, Isquire, of
Huntly, Mine-manager ; and WirLriam BaLpeErsTonk, Esquire, of Black-
ball, Miner : Greeting.

WHEREAS an explosion occurred on the third day of December, one thousand nine
bundred and twenty-six, at the coal-mine at Dobson known as the Dobson Mine,
the property of the Grey Valley Colleries, Limited, which caused the death of ninc
persons working therein : And whereas it is expedient that a Commission should
be issued for the purpose of inquiring into the cause of the said explosion, and into
the working of the existing law in respect to the prevention of such explosions, and
for the other purposes hereinafter mentioned : )

Now, therefore, know ye that I, General Sir Charles Fergusson, Baronet,
Governor-General of the Dominion of New Zealand, reposing trust and confidence
in your knewledge, integrity, and ability, and acting by and with the advice and
consent of the Executive Council of the said Dominion, do hereby, in exercise of
the powers conferred on me by the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1908, and of all
other powers and authorities enabling me in this behalf, constitute and appoint
you, the said

Epwarp Pacr,
Joun Warson, and
WiLLiam BALDERSTONE

to be a Commission for the purpose of making inquiry into the matters herein-
before referred to, and into the several other matters mentioned in these presents,
that 1s to say,—
(1) To inquire in what part or parts of the mine the explosion first
started, and the nature of the same.
(2) To inquire how the explosion wasg initiated.
(3) To inquire to what cxtent the provisions of the Coal-mincs Act, 1925,
were complied with in the mine, and more especially as regards
(¢) The examination of the mine; () ventilation; (e) lighting ;
(d) the character of explosives used, the preparation of shots, and
the method of firing shots; (e} prevention and treatment of
inflammable dust; (f) use of electricity underground.
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1927

Harbour Board matters at Napier

1927.
NEW ZEALAND.

H.—15a.

REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION

APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO AND REPORT UPON

HARBOUR BOARD MATTERS

AT NAPIER.

WELLINGTON.

BY AUTHORITY: W. A, G. SKINNER, GOVERNMENT PRINTER.

1927.

82
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1927 Water supplies for the metropolitan area and the city of Auckland

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.

GEQOGRAPHY

SLAKING THE BIG THIRST

Auckland is a thirsty city. It has always been that way. Whether water is required for

washing the car, watering the garden, taking a shower or just a making a cuppa, Auckland’s

demand seems insatiable.
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PHOTOGRAPHED BY WATERCARE SERVICE

THE ENTIRE PLAN came under intense criticism from the moment the public
became aware of it—as all public-watersupply projects tend to do. A royal
commission was empanelled in 1927 and a comprehensive reappraisal
conducted with the aid of overseas consultants. However, the strategy was
vindicated in its entirety and the local engineers were deemed to have got it

right.
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Amajor strength of the plan lay in its flexibility. In 1902 both engineers and
politicians recognised that different parts of the metropolitan area would
develop at different rates and that from time to time the development of the
water supply would need to be tweaked to cater for population explosions in
particular areas. The first such increase in population occurred in the west;
subsequent growth took place in the east and south.
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1928 Administration of Western Samoa [complaints]

A.—48.

1928,
NEW ZEALAND.

WESTHERN SAMOA

(REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION CONCERNING THE ADMINISTRATI()N OF).

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Euxcellency.

COMMISSTION.

CuArLES FERGUsSSON, Governor-General.

To all to whom these presents shall come, and to the Ionourable Sir CHARLES
Perrin SkerrETT, K.C.M.G., K.C., Chief Justice of New Zecaland, and
CHARLEs EpwarD MacCorMick, a Judge of the Native Land Court of
New Zealand: Greeting.

Wuereas His Majesty, for and on behalf of the Government of the Dominion of
New Zealand, accepted the Mandate of the League of Nations in respect of the
Territory of Western Samoa, and undertook to exercise it on hehalf of the League
of Nations in the terms of the Mandate, a copy whereof is set forth in the
First Schedule to the Samoa Act, 1921 : v

And whereas complaints have been made to the Government of New Zealand
and to the Parliament of New Zealand concerning the administration of Western
Samoa, and objections to the administrative methods adopted in the course of
government under the Mandate, certain of such complaints and objections being
set forth in papers printed and presented to Parliament as parliamentary paper A.—4B,
192%, and in a petition presented to Parliament during its present session :

And whereas Major-General Sir George Spafford Richardson, K.B.E,, C.B., CM.G.,
the present Administrator of Western Samoa, has requested an impartial inquiry
into, and of, the matter of such complaints and objections :

Now, therefore, I, Charles Fergusson, Governor-General of the Dominion of New
Zealand, in exercise of the powers conferred by the Commissions of Inquiry Act,
1908, and of all other powers and authorities enabling me in this behalf, and acting
by and with the advice of the Executive Council of that Dominion, do lereby
constitute and appoint you

The Honourable Sir CHARLES PrERrRIN SkerRETT and
CaaRLES EDWARD MacCoRMICK

to be a Commission to inquire into and report upon the following questions :—

1. Whether, having regard to the duties undertaken by the Government of
New Zealand under the said Mandate, there 1s just or reasonable
cause for such complaints or objections.

2. Whether the Administrator or the officials of the Administration have
in any manner exceeded their duty in the exercise of the authority
entrusted to them respectively, or have failed to exercise their
respective functions honestly and justly.

i—A. 4B.
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1928 Confiscated native lands and other grievances [by Maori]

Go—1.

1928.
NEW ZEALAND.

CONFISCATED NATIVE LANDS AND
OTHER GRIEVANCES.

ROYAL COMMISSION TO [NQUIRE INTO CONFISCATIONS OF NATIVE LANDS AND OTHER
GRIEVANCES ALLEGED BY NATIVES (REPORT OF).

Latid oi the Table of the Howse of Fepresentalives by Comnnd.

COMMISSION

TO INQUIRE INTO AND REPORT AS TO GRIEVANCES ALLEGED BY MAORIS.

CHarLis FeragussoN, (Governor-General.

To all to whom these presents shall come, and to the Honourable Stz WiLLiam
ALnexaNper Swm, Kt., of Dunedin, and to the Honourable VERNON
Hursrrt Rerp, M.L.C., of Pathal, Bay of Islands, and to WiLuram Coorer,
Esquire, of Gisborne, Native Associate : (reeting !

Warreas under the powers conferred by the New Zealand Settlements Act, 1863,
the New Zealand Scttlements Act Amendment, 1864, the New Zealand Settlements
Amendment and Continuance Act, 1865, and the New Zcaland Settlements Acts
Amendment Act, 1866 (hercinafter collectively referred to as ““ the said Acts ™),
Proclamations and Orders in Council were frouu time to time made pursuant to
which lands therebefore held by Natives became Crown lands freed and discharged
from the title, interest, or claim of such Natives by rcason of the fact that such
Natives or some of them had been engaged in rebellion against Her then Majesty's
authority, the purpose of the said Acts being (as recited in the said New Zealand
Settlements Act, 1863) that it was necessary that adequate provision should be made
for the permanent protection and security of the well-disposed inhabitants of both
races, for the prevention of future insurrection or rebellion, and for the establish-
ment and maintenance of Her Majesty’s authority and of law and order throughout
the colony, the best and most eflectual means of attaining those ends being the
introduction of a suflicient number of settlers able to protect themselves and preserve
the peace of the country :

And whereas provision was made by the said Acts for compensation to he
granted to all such persons as had any title, interest, or claim to any land taken
under the said Acts; cxcluding from any such compensation the classes of persons
defined in scction five of the New Zealand Scttlements Act, 1883 ; such compensa-
tion being ascertained in the manner provided by the said Acts by the awards of
Compensation Courts or by the Government, and being granted either in money,
or in scrip, or hy grant of land:

1.—G. 7.
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1929

Waikato-Maniapoto Native Land Court District [leases of native lands]

G—-7

1929.
NEW ZEALAND. )

WATKATO-MANTAPOTO NATIVE LAND COURT
DISTRICT

(REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION TG INQUIRE INTO MATTERS RELATING TO
LREASES OF NATIVE TLANDS IN).

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Excellency.

COMMISSION

TO INQUIRE TNTO MATTERS RELATING TO LEASES OF NATIVE LANDS IN THE
WAIKATO-MANTAPOTO NATIVE TLAND COURT DISTRICT.

CuarLES FrRGUssoN, Governor-General.

To all to whom these presents shall come and to Caarres Epwarp MacCoRMICK,
Esquire, of Auckland, Judge of the Native Land Court, and WALLACE
Fuercner Mwrcanrks, Esquire, of Mount Eden, Auckland, Sheep-farmer,
and GrorrrEy WEesTwooD RIcuArDs, Bsquire, of Otorohanga, Farmer :
Gireetings.

WaeRrEAs for the purpose of affording information to the General Assembly of New
Zealand as to the present state of the law affecting the alienation and disposition
of interests in Native land, and for the other objects and purposes hereinafter
mentioned, it is expedient that a Commission should be issued to make the inquiry
and suggestions bereinafter particularly referred to :

Now, therefore, know ye that I, General Sir Charles Fergusson, Baronet,

tovernor-(General of the Dominion of New Zealand, in exercise of the powers
“conferred by the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1908, and of all other powers and
authorities enabling me in this behalf, reposing trust and confidence in your know-
ledge, ability, and integrity, and acting by and with the advice and consent of the
Executive Council of the said Dominion, do hereby constitute and appoint you,
the said
CHARLES IEDWARD MacCoORMICK,
WarrLace FLETCHER MrTCALFE, and
JEOFFREY WESTWO0OD RICHARDS,
to be a Commission under the said Act for the purpose of making inquiry into and
suggestions upon the following matters, that is to say, -
(1) The operation of the existing laws relating to leases of Native lands,
whether vested in a Maori Land Board or not, within the Waikato-
Maniapoto Native Land Court District.
(2) The terms and conditions of such leases as they affect the lessors and
lessees respectively.

1—G. 7.
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1930 Waitemata Harbour transit facilities [building a bridge across the Waitemata Harbour]

H.-—35

1930.
NEW ZEAILAND.

WAITEMATA HARBOUR TRANSIT FACILITIES

(REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO).

Presented to both Iouses o/ the General Aseemblj by (’ommaml of His Excellency.

COMMTISSTION.

Appointing a Commission to inquire nto and report on the Waitemata Harbour
Tramsit Facilities.

FERGUSSON, (Governor-(General.

To all to whom these presents shall come, and to FrREDERICK WIiLLIAM FURKERT,
Esquire, of Wellingtonr, the Engineer-in-Chief and Under-Secretary of the
Public Works Department ; James MarcHBANKS, Esquire, of Wellington.
Eogineer to the Wellington Harbour Board ; and Corrn McDowarp, Esquire,
of Dunedin, Master Mariner, a member of the Otago Harbour Board :
Greeting.
WHEREAS it is expedient that inquiry should be made into the Waitemata Harbour
transit facilities, and into such questions arising thereout as are hereinafter more
particularly set forth :

Now, therefore, I, General Sir Charles Fergusson, Baronet, Governor-General
of the Dominion of New Zealand, in pursuance and exercise of the powers con-
ferred upon me by the Commissions of Ingquiry Act, 1908, and of all other powers
and authorities enabling me in this behalf, and acting by ‘and with the advice and
consent of the Executive Council of the said Dominion, do hereby constitute and
appoint you, the said

Frenrrick Winntam FurkerT,
James MARCHBANKS, and
Corn McDoxNaLD,

to be a Commission to inquire into and report upon the following matters :—

1. The present Waitemata Harbour transit facilities.

2. The present and future harbour transit requirements.

3. The means by which such requirements may best be provided, and in

particular the following matters :—

(1) The necessity or otherwise for the building of a bridge across the Waite-
mata Harbour.

In considering this question the Commission shall take into consideration the
adequacy, efhuency, and suitability of the existing harbour transit facilities, in
view of the population, capital valne of the North Shore boroughs and ad]acent

1-—H. 35.
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1930 Special land-tax [on any cases of hardship arising from the Land and Income Tax

Amendment Act 1929]

1930.
ZFEALAND.

N1

=

SPIHCIAT, TLAND-TAX

(REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION APPOINTED PURSUANT 10O SECTION THREE O THH
LAND AND INCOME TAX AMENDMENT ACT, 1829, TO INQUIRE AND REPORT AS TO ANY
CASES OF HARDSHIP ARISING FROM THE IMPOSITION OTF).

Presented lo bolh Houses of the General dAssembly by Command of His Faxcellency.

COMMISSION

TO INQUIRE INTO CASTES OF IIARDSHIP ARISING FTROM TIIE IMPOSITION
OF SPECIAL LAND-TAX.

JHARLES FrRCUSSON, Governor-General.

To all to whom these presents shall come, and to Winriam GLENDINNING
RrppELL, HEsquire, of Wellington, Gentleman ; DoNaLD GEORGE CLARK,
Esquire, of Wellington, Gentleman; and ALRERT EpwarD FowLER,
Esquire, of Wellington, Gentleman : (reeting.

WHxHEREAS by section 3 of the Land and Income Tax Amendment Act, 1929, it is
cnacted that the Governor-General in Council may appoint a Commission under
the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1908, to inguire and report as to any cases of
hardship that may arise from the imposition of special land-tax in accordance with
section 2 of the Land and Income Tax Amendment Act, 1929 :

And whereas it is cxpedient that such a Commission should be appointed
forthwith :

Now, thereflore, 1, General Sir Charles Fergusson, Baronet, (Governor-Cieneral
of the Dominion of New Zealand, in pursuance and exercise of the powers and
authorities conferred upon me by the Land and Income Tax Amendment Act,
1929, and by the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1908, and of all other powers and
authorities enabling me in this behalf, and acting by and with the advice and
consent of the Exccutive Council of the said Dominion, do hereby appoint you,
the said

WirLiaM GLENDINNING RrppeLn,
Doxarp GroreE CLARK, and
Arsert Epwarn FowLer

to be a Commission to inquire and report as to any cases of hardship that may
arise from the imposition of special land-tax in accordance with section 2 of the
Land and Income Tax Amendment Act, 1929.

And with the like advice and consent I do further appoint you the said

. WiLtiam GLENDINNING RIDDRLL

to be Chairman of the said Commission.
1—B. 11.

88 WORKING PAPER 2020/10 | MCGUINNESS INSTITUTE


https://www.mcguinnessinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RC-88-Special-Land-Tax.pdf

1939 Orakei lands [grievances alleged by Maori with regard to certain lands at Orakei, in
the city of Auckland]

1939.
NEW ZEALAND.

ORAKEI LANDS.

REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO AND REPORT AS TO
GRIEVANCES ALLEGED BY MAORIS WITH REGARD TO CERTAIN LANDS AT ORAKEI,
IN THE CITY OF AUCKLAND.

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly by Command.

ROYAL COMMISSION

TO INQUITRE AND REPORT AS TO GRIEVANCES ALLEGED BY MAORIS
WITH REGARD TO CERTAIN LANDS AT ORAKEI, IN THE CITY OF
AUCKLAND.

GrorGE THE SIXTH, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, Ireland, and the Brilish
Dominions beyond the Seas, King, Defender of the Faith, Emperor of India :
To our trusty and loving subject: The Honourable Roserr KENNEDY, a
Judge of the Supreme Court of New Zealand : Greeting.

‘WHEREAS petitions have been presented to Parliament by certain Maoris resident
at Orakei in the City of Auckland and elsewhere praying for the return to the
Maoris of the subdivisions of Orakei No. 1 Reserve Block which have been purchased
by the Crown from the Native owners and for the return to the Maoris of Lots 1, 2,
and 3 on Plan No. 1330p, deposited in the office of the Chief Surveyor at Auckland,
which said lots were purchased by the Crown from the General Trust Board of the
Diocese of Auckland : ‘ '

And whereas the claims and allegations made by the petitioners in the said
petitions were referred to the Native Land Court for inquiry and report pursuant
to the provisions of section 50 of the Native Land Amendment and Native Land
Claims Adjustment Act, 1928 :

And whereas the report and recommendation of the Native Land Court and
of the Chief Judge thereof under the said section 50 were in due course laid before
Parliament as in the said scction provided but for divers reasons no action thereon
was taken to grant the prayers of the said petitions :

And whereas the Government has decided that it cannot, on the facts as at
resent appearing, grant the prayers of the said petitions, but has decided to cause
urther inquiry to be made into the matters referred to in the said potitions as
hereinafter provided :

Now, therefore, we, taking into consideration your impartiality, integrity, and
ability, do hereby constitute and appoint you the said

Roserr KENNEDY
to be a Commission to inquire into and report upon the following matters :—

1. Whether the Crown by its purchase of individual interests in the land known
as Orakei No. 1 Reserve Block, being the whole of the land comprised and deseribed

1—G. 6.
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1940 Glen Afton collieries [coal mine]

194.0.
NIEW ZIGALAND.

GLEN AFTON COLLIERIES ROYAL COMMISSION

(REPORT O)).

Presenled Lo both Iouses of the General Assembly by Command of His Iwxcellency.

Royal Commassion lo Inguire inlo and Report upon Colliery Accident al Glen A flon.

Grorcr R Sixrn by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, Treland, and the British
Dominions beyond the Secas, King. Defender of the Faith, KEmperor of India :

To our Trusty and Loving Subjects STaNLiey LogaN Parkrson, Kasquire, of Hamilton,
Stipendiary Magistrate ; Jonn ConnNernn BrownN, M.B. K., of Westport, retired
Mine-manager ; JouN Dowaray, Hsquire, of Granity, vetived Colliery Official ;
Trromas Orro Bisuwor, Hsquire, of Wellington, Secrctary ; ANcus MclLiagan,
Ksquire, of Greymouth, Secretary @ GREETINGS.

“ HICREAS on the 24th day of September, 1939, at the conl-mine at (ilen Afton
known as the Glen Afton Mine, the property of Glen Afton Collicries, Limited,
there oceurred an accident as a result of which eleven persons lost their lives: And
whercas it is expedient that a Commission should be issued for the purpose of inquiring
into the cause of the said aceident and into the working of the existing law in respect
to the prevention of such aceidents and for the other purposes hereinafter mentioned :
Now, therefore, we, reposing trust and conlidence in your knowledge, integrity,
and ability do hereby constitute and appoint you the said

Stanley Logan Paterson.,
John Connell Brown.
John Dowgray,

Thomas Otto Bishop, and
Angus Mclagan

to be a Commission {o inguire into and rveport upon the matters hereinbefore reflerred
to and into the several other matters mentioned in these presents, that is to say,-

1. To inquire into the cause of the underground fire which was found to have
occurred in the said mine on the 24th day of September, 1939,

2. To inquire to what extent, the provisions of the Coal-mines Act, 1925, and
the regulations made thercunder were complied with in the mine and more especially
as regards

(@) The examination of the mine :

() Ventilation :

(¢) Eleetrie wiring and equipment.

3. To inquire into the nature and character of the working and gencral manage-
ment of the mine and whether the mine was well and safely managed.

4. To inquire into the efficiency of the inspection of the mine by all or any
persons who are responsible for sach inspection.

- €13,
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1941 Kaye’s mine [colliery accident at Ten-Mile Creek, near Greymouth]

1941,
NIEW ZIGALAND.

KAYE'S MINE ROYAL COMMISSION

(REPORT OR).

ROYAL COMMISSION
TO INQUIRE INTO AND REPORT UPON COLLIERY ACCLDENT AT TEN-
MILE CRERK, NEAR GRIEYMOUTL.

Presented 10 both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Excellency.

WELLINGTON, N.Z.
BY AUTHORITY: E. V. PAUL, GOVERNMENT PRINTKR

1941.
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1946 Licensing [manufacture, importation and supply of intoxicating liquors]

‘H—38

1946
NEW ZEALAND

REPORT3OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION
ON LICENSING

Laid on the Table of the House of Representatives by Command
of His Excellency

Royal Commmassion to Inquire into and Report upon Licensing Malters
wm New Zealand

G BORGE THE SixTH by the Grace of (God, of Gireat Britain, Ireland, and

the British Dominions beyond the Seas, King, Defender of the Faith :

To our Trusty and Well-beloved the Honourable Mr. Justice David

Stanley Smith, of Wellington, a Judge of the Supreme Court ;

Percy Taylor Coyle, of Wellington, Secretary ; George William

Hutchison, of Auckland, Public Accountant ; Thomas Jordan,

of Masterton, Barrister and Solicitor ; KEdmund Colin Nigel

Robinson, of Morrinsville, Farmer ; James Patrick Ruth, of

Dunedin, Civil Servant ; the Reverend John Thomson Macky,

of Lower Hutt, Minister of Religion; Percy Malthus, of

Hampden, Farmer ; and the Honourable Mr. Frederick George

Young, Member of the Legislative Council, of Auckland,
Secretary : Greeting. .

WHEREAS we have deemed it expedient that a Commission should issue

to inquire into the working of the laws relating to the manufacture and

importation, sale and supply of intoxicating liquors, and into the social

92
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1946 Acquisition and disposal of surplus assets by the War Assets Realization Board

[governance and accountability]

. H—27a
1946
NEW ZEALAND

REPORT OF THE ROYAL
COMMISSION

TO INQUIRE INTO AND REPORT UPON CERTAIN MATTERS ARISING OUT OF THE
ACQUISITION AND DISPOSAL OF SURPLUS ASSETS BY THE WAR ASSETS

REALIZATION BOARD

Laid on the Table of the House of Representatives by Command of His Frcellency

- Royal Commyssion to Inquire into and Report wpon certain Matters arising
out of the Acquisition and Disposal of Surplus Assets by the War
Assets Realization Board

(GEORGE THE SIXTH by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, Lreland,
and the British Dominions beyond the Seas. King, Defender of
the Faith :

To Our Trusty and Well-beloved James Rankin Bartholomew,
Esquire, C.M.G., LL.B., of Dunedin : Grecting.

WHEREAS it has been alleged that the acquisition and disposal of certain
assets—mnamely, the motor-vehicles made available to the War Assets
Realization Board constituted under the War Assets Realization Board
Regulations 1945 by a declaration by the United States Joint Purchasing
Board dated the 24th day of October, 1945—has not been carried out
by the War Assets Realization Board carefully, diligently, in a business-
like and efficient manner, and with faithfulness to the interests of the
State : And whereas We have deemed it expedient that a Commission
should issue to inquire into the circumstances of such acquisition and
disposal :

Now know ye that We, reposing trust and confidence in your
impartiality, integrity, and ability, do hereby nominate, constitute,
and appoint you, the said

James Rankin Bartholomew

to be a Commission to inquire into the proceedings of the War Assets
Realization Board in relation to the acquisition and disposal of the
said assets, and into the question whether the members and officers
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1946 Trans-harbour facilities in the Auckland metropolitan area and the approaches

thereto [railway and roading]

1948
NEW ZEALAND

REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION

TG INQUIRE INTO AND REPORT UPON TRANS-HARBOUR FACILITIES IN THE
AUCKLAND METROPOLITAN AREA AND THE APPROACHES THERETO

Laid wpon the Table of the House of Representatives by Command of His Excellency the
Governor-General

Royal Comamission to Inquire into and Report Upon Trans-horbour
Facilities in the Auckland Metropolitan Area and the Approaches
Thereto N

GEORGE THE SIXTH by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, Ireland,
and the British Dominions beyond the Seas, King, Defender of
the Faith : '

To our Trusty and Well-beloved the Honourable Sir Francis Vernon
Frazer, of Wellington, Knight Bachelor, M.A., LL.B. ; William
Richard Beaver, Hsquire, B.C.E., A.M.Inst.E. (Aust.), of New
South Wales, Engineer ; and Roland Harry Packwood, Esquire.
O.B.E., A M.Inst.C.E., District Engineer of the Public Works
Department at Auckland : Greeting.

WHEREAS we have deemed it expedient that a Commission should issue
to inquire into, examine, and report upon the matters hereafter set forth
which relate to trans-harbour facilities in the Auckland Metropolitan
Area and the approaches thereto, and report upon proposals that may
be made for the provision of further facilities in the public interest :

Now know ye that We, reposing trust and confidence in your

knowledge and ability, do hereby nominate, constitute, and appoint
vou, the said

Francis Vernon Frazer,

William Richard Beaver, and

Roland Iarry Packwood,
to be a Commission to inquire into and report upon the following
matters :—

(1) What trans-harbour facilities are necessary in the Auckland
metropolitan area and the approaches thereto to provide
adequately for future traffic requirements of all kinds, both
from within and from outside the metropolitan area,
mcluding through traffic, having regard to improvements
in the railway and roading systems in the area that are
contemiplated by the Railways Department and the roading
authorities respectively ;
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1948 Claims preferred by members of the Maori race touching certain lands known as
surplus lands of the Crown [land disputes]

1948
NEW ZEALAND

REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION TO INQUIRE INTO AND REPORT
ON CLAIMS PREFERRED BY MEMBERS OF THE MAOR! RACE
TOUCHING CERTAIN LANDS KNOWN AS SURPLUS LANDS OF
THE CROWN

Laid on the Tables of both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Excellency

Royal Coinmission to Inguire into and Report on Claims preferred by
Mewmbers of the Maori Race touching certain Lands known as Surplus
Lands of the Crown

GEORGE THE SIXTH by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, Ireland. and
the DBritish Dominions beyond the Seas, King, Defender of the
Faith.

To Our Trusty and Well-beloved Counsellor Stk MicHAEL MyERSs,
Knight Grand Cross of Our Most Distinguished Order of St.
Michael and St. George, and to Our Trusty and Well-beloved
Haxara Tanciawna Reepy, of Ruatoria, Farmer, and ALBERT
MorLLER SAMUEL, of Auckland, Retired : GREETING.

WHEREAS, prior to the assumption of British sovereignty over the
Islands of New Zealand, divers tracts or portions of land therein were
claimed to be held by divers persons other than members of the aboriginal
race (hereinafter referred to as land claimants) by virtue of purchases,
or pretended purchases, gifts, or pretended gifts, conveyances, or pre-
tended conveyances, or other titles either mediately or immediately
from one or more of the Chiefs and other members of the aboriginal tribes
mhabiting New Zealand :
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1948 Claims preferred by certain Maori claimants concerning the Mahia Block

G—>

1948
NEW ZEALAND

REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO AND
REPORT UPON CLAIMS PREFERRED BY CERTAIN MAORI CLAIMANTS
CONCERNING THE MAHIA BLOCK

Laid on the Tables rff Both Heses ()f the General Aswmb/z/ Z)?/ Coinmand of His Eecelleney

Royal Commassion lo Inguire into and Report upon Cluvms preferred by
certain Maori Clavmants concerning the Mahia Block

Grorar THR SixTH by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, Ireland,
and the British Dominions beyond the Seas. King, Defender of
the Faith :

To Our Trusty and Well-beloved Counsellor Sir Aichaecl Myers,
Knight Grand Cross of Our Most Distinguished Order of Saint
.‘vhoh@o] and Saint George, and to Our Trusty and Well-beloved
Hanara Tangiawha heedy of Ruatoria, Farmer. and Albert
Moeler Sdmue] of Auckland. Retired : « reeting.

e8 % % %

WHEREAS by a certain deed of cession bearing date the 20th day of
October, 1864, the Chiefs and people of the NO‘afrl Kahungunu lrfbe
whose names were thereto subseribed, did, for them, for their relatives
and for therr descendants to be born thereafter, in consideration of the
payment of the sum therein mentioned, sell and absolutely convey to
Her Majesty the Queen an area of land on the Mahia P eninsula, the
boundaries of the said land (hereinaflter referred to as the Mahia Block)
being desceribed in the deed aforesaid by reference to divers place-names
believed to represent natural features :

And whercas certain Maoris have claimed that they would, but for
an alleged divergence of the boundary of the said Mahia Block, as fixed
by survey, from the boundary as determined by the place-names and
natural features aforesaid, be the ownm',&, of an arca of 2 ‘/‘7() QCTCR, Or
thercabouts, mcluded within the surveyed b()umlmx of the Mahia Block,
and this claim is more particulaly set forth in Petition No. 82 of 936,
of Thrint Whaanea Christy and otherse presented to the Honse of
Representatives @
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1948 Claims preferred by certain Maori claimants concerning the Mokau (Manginangina)
Block

G—2

1948
NEW ZEALAND

REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTC AND
REPORT UPON CLAIMS PREFERRED BY CERTAIN MAOR! CLAIMANTS
CONCERNING THE MOKAU (MANGINANGINA) BLOCK

Laid on the Table of the [Touse of Representaiives by Covinand
of [Iis Faxcellency

Boyal Commission to Inguive into and Report upon Claims preferred
hy certarn Maori Claimants concerning the Mokaw (Manginangina)
Block

Grorcr TaE SixtH by the Grace of (od, of Great Britain, Ireland,
and the British Dominions bevond the Seax, Ning, Defender of
the Haith:

To Our Trusty and Well-beloved Coungellor Sz Micaarn MyeRs,
Knight Grand Cross of Our Most Distinguished Order of
Saint Michael and Saint George, and to Our Trusty and
Well-beloved Hawara Tawerawwma  Rewny, of  Ruatoria,
Farmer, and Avpurr Mowrier Sayrorn, of Auckland, Retired:
UREETING :

Whereas by a certain deed of cession bearing date the 28th day
of January, 1859, certain Chiefs and people of the Ngati-Whin
Tribe who thereunto subscribed their names, did thereby, on behalf
of themselves, their relatives and descendants, and in consideration
of the payment of the sum therein mentioned, cede to Her Majesty
the piece of their land situated at Waimate North, in the Bayv of
Islands District, and nmamed Mokau, the boundaries whereot were
set forth in the said deed and in a map thereunto attached:
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1948 Claims preferred by certain claimants concerning the Pukeroa-Oruawhata (Rotorua

township) Block

1948
NEW ZEALAND

REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO AND
REPORT UPON CLAIMS PREFERRED BY CERTAIN MAORI CLAIMANTS
CONCERNING THE PUKEROA-ORUAWHATA (ROTORUA TOWNSH!P)
BLOCK

Laid on the Tables of both Houses of the General Assembly by Cononand of
His Exceellency

Royal Conimission to Inguire wito and Report wpon Clawns preferred
by certarn  Maorr Clavmants concernang  the Piukeroa-Oruawhata
( Rotorua Township) DBlock

GrorRCE THE SIXTH by the Urace of God, of Great Britain, Ireland.
and the British Dominions bevond the Seas. Wing. Defender of
the Faith :

To Our Trusty and Well-beloved Counsellor Stk Micnaen Mygers,
Knight Grand Cross of Our Most Distinguished Order of Saint
Michael and Saint (reovge, and to Our Tul:sty and Well-beloved
Hanara Tanciawna Reepy, of Ruatoria. Farmer, and ALBErT
Morrrer SaMUrL, of Auckland, Retired : GREETING.

WHEREAS by the arrangement referred to in the preamble to the Thermal
Springs District Act 1881 Amendment Act, 1883, as having been made
on or about the 25th day of November, 1880, and as havmg, been
confirmed on or about the 20th day of November, 1881, and by the
agreement likewise therein referred to as having been made on or about
the 25th dayv of February, 1883, it was, in effect, agreed amongst other
things that certain lands adjacent to Lake Rotorua. thercafter known
as the Pukeroa-Oruawhata Block, should be vested as therein provided,
and be controlled by the Crown and officers of the Crown in the manner
and subject to the terms and conditions therein set forth :

And whereas by the Thermal Springs District Act 1881 Amendment
Act, 1883, the said arrangement and agreement were confirmed, and it
was declared that the said arrangement and agreement should be deemed
and taken to have conferred on and given to the Governor all the rights,
powers, and authorities specified or mentioned in the Thermal Springs
District Act. 1881, in respect of the lands the subject of the said
arrangement :
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1948 Gaming and racing

H—23

1948
NEW ZEALAND

Gaming and Racing

REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION

APPOINTED BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE

GOVERNOR-GENERAIL ON 22nd MARCH
19406

Presented o both [{ouses of the General Assembly by Command of
His Hxcellency

By Authority: E. V. PaurL, Government Printer, Wellington.—1948.
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1948 Ballantyne fire, Christchurch

H—47

1948
NEW ZEALAND

REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION

APPOINTED BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL ON THE 10ta DAY OF
DECEMBER, 1947, TO INQUIRE INTO AND REPORT UPON MATTERS CONCERNING
THE FIRE AT THE PREMISES OF MESSRS. J. BALLANTYNE AND CO., LTD., CITY
OF CHRISTCHURCH, ON THE 18t DAY OF NOVEMBER, 1947.

Presented to Both Houses of the General Assembly by Command of His Excellency

Royal Commission to Inquere inio and Report upon Matters concerning
the Fure at the Premises of Messrs. J. Ballantyne and Compony,
Leimated, City of Christchurch, on the 18th day of November, 1947

GEORGE THE SiXTH by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, Ireland, and
the British Dominions beyond the Seas, King. Defender of the
Faith :

To our Trusty and Well-beloved the HoxouraBLE Sir Harorp
FearaeErsTON JoHNSTON, King’s Counsel, of Wellington, a
past Judge of the Supreme Court of New Zealand ; ALEXANDER
WeLLINGTON CrosgERY, Hsquire, of Wellington, Secretary ;
ArTHUR JAMES Dickson, Esquire, BE., AM.I.¢.E., M.N.Z.1.E.,
M.R.San.I., of Auckland, City Engineer; and CHARLES
ALEXANDER WOOLLEY, Esqulre of \Velhngton Hire-brigade
Superintendent : GREETING. -

WHEREAS on the cighteenth day of November, one thousand nine
hundred and forty-seven, a disastrous fire occurred at the premises of
Messrs. J. Ballantyne and Company, Limited. situated in Colombo
and Cashel Streets, in the City of Christchurch :
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1948 Assessment of rentals under the West Coast Settlement Reserves Leases

1948
NEW ZEAILAND

REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO AND
REPORT UPON THE OPERATION OF THE LAW RELATING TO
THE ASSESSMENT OF RENTALS UNDER LEASES OF THE WEST
COAST SETTLEMENT RESERVES

Laid on the Table of the House of Representatives by Command of His Euwcellency

Royal Commnassion to Inguire wnto and Report wpon the Operation of the
Lonw reluting to the Assessiment of Rewtals under Leases of West
Coast Setilenent Reserves

Gmoran TR SIXTH by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, Treland,
and the British Dominiong beyond the Seas, King, Defender of
the Faith :

To Our Trusty and Well-beloved Counsellor Sir MicHarRL MvYrRS,
Knight Grand Cross of Our BMost DAulIlgulsLod Order of Saint
L«,’[lchael and Saint George, and to Cur Trusty and Well-beloved
Hanvara Tanwciawsaa RF*‘DV f Ruatoria, Farmer, and ALpzrT
Morruer SAMUERL, of Auc. dand, Re sred 1 GREETING.

Wuurras by the clause numbered 56 1m the Behedule to the West Coast
Settlement Rescrves Act, 1892 (hereinafter referred to as the said Act),
it 18, amongst other things, provided in respect of the renewal of a lease
of land to which the provisions of the said Schedule apply and which is
a renewal of a lease of any lands to which the said Act applies (hereinaftor
referred to as the reserves) that within the prescribed time before the
end of the term for which the lease is granted a valuation shall be made
by arbitration of the then value of the fee-simple of the lands then
included 1n the lease, and also a valuation of all substantial improve-
ments of a permanent character made by the lessee during the term
and then in existence on the land then comprised in the lease : and,
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1949 Sheep-farming industry in New Zealand

H—46A
1949

NEW ZEALAND

ROYAL COMMISSION
TO INQUIRE INTO AND REPORT UPON THL
SHEEP-FARMING INDUSTRY
IN NEW ZEALAND

{(REPORT, MARCH], 1949)

Presenied to Both Houses of the General Assembly by Comnmand of
His Excellency

By Authority: R. E. OwEN, Governmwvnt Printer, Wellington.—1840.
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1950 Claims made by certain Maoris in respect of the Wanganui River

1950
NEW ZIEATLAND

REPORT OF ROYAL COMMISSION APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO
AND REPGRT ON CLAIMS MADE BY CERTAIN MAORIS IN
RESPECT OF THE WANGANUI RIVER

Ladd on the Tables of Buih Houses of z‘he sz()ml Ass‘emb[L/ l)J Command of His BEaxcellency

Royal Commission to Inguire Into and Report Upon Claims Made by
Certain Maorits «n Respect of the Wanganur River
(+RORGE 'THE SIXTH by the Grace of (God, of Great Britain, Northern
Ireland and the British Dominions beyond the Seas, hmoﬁ Defender
of the Faith :

To Our Trusty and Well-beloved Sir HaroLp FEATHERSTON
Jomnnston, Knight, of Opoutama, one of Our Counsel learned
i the law, and sometime a Judge of Our Supreme Court of
New Zealand : GREETING :
Whereas upon proceedings taken in the Native Land Court (now
called the Maor! Land Court) for the investigation of title to the portion
of the bed of the Wanganui River between the tidal limit at Raorikia
and the confluence of the Wanganui and Whakapapa Rivers the Court,
on the twentieth day of Neptemiber, one thousand nine hundred and
thirty-nine, made a provistonal or preliminary determination that the
said po:rtlon of the bed of the Wanganui River was, at the time of the
making of the Treaty of Waitangi, land held by ‘Maoris under their
<usf0ms and usages

And whereas upon proceedings taken in the Native Appellate Court
(now called the Maori Appellate Court) by way of appeal from the pro-
visional or prelimmary determination aforesaid, the Native Appellate
(lourt, on the twentieth day of December, one thousand nine hundred
and forty-four. dismissed the appeal so brought :

And whereas upon later proceedings taken in the Supreme Court
it was, in effect, declared that by virtue of section 14 of the Coal-mines
Act Amendment Act, 1903 (now represented by scetion 206 of the Coal-
mines Act, 1925), the bed of the Wanganui River, so far as the same is
navigable, iy, and 13 deemed to have cﬂ\deb been, vested in Us :

And whereas it is contended by or on behalf of certain Maoris that
they would, but for the provisions of the said section 14 of the Coal-mines
Act Amendment Act, 1903, be the owners, according to Maori custom
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1951  Claims preferred by certain Maori claimants concerning the payment of certain
moneys by the Aotea District Maori Land Board in respect of the West Taupo Timber

Lands, Tarawera and Tataraakina Blocks, the Mohaka Block, and the Opouturi Block

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.

Pumb. 76

2805

NEW ZEALAND

THE

NEW ZEALAND GAZETTE

Publishey by Juthority

WELLINGTON,

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1949

Land Taken for a Post-office in the City of Dunedin

frus.] B. ¢. FREYBERG, Governor-General
A PROCLAMATION
URSUANT to the Public Works Act, 1928, I, Lieutenant-
General Sir Bernard Cyril Freyberg, the Governor-General
of the Dominion of New Zealand do hereby proclaim and declare
that the land described in the Schedule heveto is hereby taken for
a post-office ; and I do also declare that this Proclamation shall
take effect on and after the nineteenth day of December, one
thousand nine hundred and forty-nine,

SCHEDULE
APPROXTMATE area of the piece of land taken: 9-18 perches.
Being Lots 75 and 76, Deeds Plan 24, Township of Ferguslie, and
being the whole of the land comprised and described in
Certificate of Title, Volume 319, folio 145 (Otago Land Registry).

Situated in the City of Dunedin,

Given under the band of His Excellency the Governor-General
of the Dominion of New Zealand, and issued under the
Seal of that Dominion, this 6th day of December, 1948,

R. SEMPLE, Minister of Works.
Gon Save THE Kine !
(P.W. 20/1177.)

Land Taken for a Police-station in. Block XI, Mawheraiti Survey
District

{Ls.] B. C. FREYBERG, Governor-General
A PROCLAMATION
URSUANT to the Public Works Act, 1928, I, Lieutenant-
General Sir Bernard Cyril Freyberg, the Governor-General
of the Dominion of New Zealand, do hereby proclaim and declare
that the land described in the Schedule hereto is hereby taken for
a police-station; and I do also declare that thiz Proclamation
shall take effect on and after the nineteenth day of December,
one thousand nine hundred and forty-nine.

SCHEDULE
APPROXIMATE avea of the piece of land taken: 2 voods 39-2 perches.
Being part of Lot 1 'on D.P. 2074, being part of Section 176,
Square 122, Block XI, Mawheraiti Survey District, and being
the whole of the land comprised and deseribed in Certificate
of Title, Volume 82, folio 199 (Nelson Land Registry).

Given under the hand of His Excellency the Governor-General
of the Dominion of New Zealand, and issued under the
Seal of that Dominion, this 6th day of December, 1949,

R. SEMPLE, Minister of Works.

Gop Save tHE KING !
(P.W. 25/605.)
A

Portion of a Public Reserve Set Apart for o Main Highway Depot
in Block II, Town of Hirsifield

jr.s.] B. ¢, FREYBERG, Governor-General
A PROCLAMATION
URSUANT to the Public Works Aet, 1928, I, Lieutcnant-
General Sir Bernard Cyril Freyberg, the Governor-General
of the Dominion of New Zealand, do hereby proclaim and declare
that the portion of public reserve described in the Schedule hereto
is hereby set apart for a main highway depot ; and I do also declare
that this Proclamation shall take effect on and after the nineteenth
day of December, one thousand nine hundred and forty-nine.

SCHEDULE
APPROXIMATE area of the piece of public reserve set apart : 2 roods.
Being Sections 16 and 17.

Situated in Block II, Town of Hirstfield (Southland R.D.).
(S.0. 2188.)

In the Southland Land District ; as the same is more particu-
larly delineated on the plan marked P.W.D, 130402, deposited in
the office of the Minister of Works at Wellington, and thereon
edged red. .

Given under the hand of His Excellency the Governor-G |
of the Dominion of New Zealand, and issned under the
Seal of that Dominion, this 6th day of December, 1949,

R. SEMPLE, Minister of Works.
Gop Save THE Kivg!
(P.W. 70/20/18.)

Land Proclaimed as Road in Block XI1I, Waikouait: Survey District,
Waikouaiti County

{L.s.] B. C. FREYBERG, Governor-General
A PROCLAMATION
URSUANT to section twenty-nine of the Public Works Amend-
ment Act, 1948, I, Lieutenant-General Sir Bernard Cyril
Freyberg, the Governor-General of the Dominion of New Zealand,
do hereby proclaim as road the land described in the Schedule hereto.

SCHEDULE
APPROXIMATE area of the piece of land proclaimed as road : 1 acre
0 roeds 15-9 perches.
Being part Section 106.

Situated in Block XTI, Waikouaiti Survey District (Otago R.D.).
(S.0. 9485).

In the Otago Land District ; as the same is more particularly
delineated on the plan marked P.W.D. 120534, deposited in the
office of the Minister of Waorks at ‘Wellington, and thereon coloured
blue.

Given under the hand of His Excellency the Governor-General
. of the Dominion of New Zealand, and issued under the
Seal of that Dominion, this 6th day of December, 1948,

R. SEMPLE, Minister of Works,
Gop Save TEE Kine !

(P.W. 46/1620.)
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1951 Matters and questions relating to certain leases of Maori lands vested in Maori Land
Boards

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.

DUPLICATE

Wai 1200, A60

[P

RAaNGaAHAUA WHANUI NATIONAL THEME K

MAORI LAND COUNCILS
AND MAORI LAND BOARDS:
A HISTORICAL OVERVIEW, 1900 TO 1952

t DONALD M LOVERIDGE

DECEMBER 1996

FIRST RELEASE

WAITANGI TRIBUNAL
RANGAHAUA WHANUI SERIES
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1951 Desirability of establishing an additional meat-export slaughterhouse in Southland

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.

Producer Control in the New Zealand Meat Industry in the
1940s/1950s

DAVID HALL

Abstract

The New Zealand Meat Producers” Export Control Board, set up in the 1920s, implemented a
policy of producer control of meat processing facilities to maximise producers’ income by
restricting foreign investment in New Zealand. Meat Board members were not chosen directly
by producers but indirectly through an electoral college system. Previous authors have
suggested that that system isolated Board members from producer interests. This paper
concludes that in the period after World War II the Board, led by an intransigent chairman, had
indeed become detached from producers and its policy of producer control operated against
producer interests.

Introduction

From the 1920s, economic uncertainties for New Zealand’s dominant exports of agricultural
and pastoral products encouraged governments to set up a series of producer organisations. The
objective was to organise better exports for the benefit of the whole of New Zealand and to
provide better security of income for the primary producers themselves. Export of meat was
one of the key export sectors, and in 1921 meat producers and the government agreed that there
should be a Meat Producers Export Control Board.! This was because low overseas prices
together with increases in farming and transport costs had meant poor returns for producers. It
was felt that promotion of “public economic welfare” would be best achieved by a board of
control.? From the start the board considered that its prime objective should be to control the
whole of New Zealand’s exported meat so that it yielded the highest net return to the producer.’
To achieve that objective, the board saw itself as an advocate for meat producers, acting as a
lobby group towards the New Zealand Government and doing its best to be involved in all key
governmental discussions on issues affecting the meat industry. Bruce Curtis describes the
Meat Board’s role as “the champion of farmers.”* That role was helped by governments using
the board as an advisory body. In striving for the highest net return, the board interpreted that
it should be active also in reducing costs both within and external to New Zealand, such as
transport costs including shipping. Operations of the board and its administrative costs were
met from a levy charged on all exported meat together with profits from the World War I
commandeer of New Zealand’s meat by Britain.

The board controlled shipment of meat by acting as an agent for the producers, thereby
providing a single, strong, body for negotiating shipping rates, and the board was successful in
achieving significant reductions.’ The board played an important role in ensuring the quality
of meat for export by controlling arrangements for grading, handling, pooling, and storage of
meat as well as through inspection and hygiene control at places such as abattoirs. At first, the
board dealt only with sheep meat, but its coverage was expanded gradually to include beef,
canned and processed meat, game meat, and fish. One formal function of the board was to
control export through the issue of export licences; export without the approval of the board
was prohibited. Curtis reports that that role was included to maintain producers’ control of the
processing facilities in New Zealand.® Following the upheaval of the “commandeer” of meat
for Britain during World War I, there was an increasing threat that freezing works would be
taken over by overseas meat processing companies (Vesteys, Swift, Borthwicks), who were
well established globally through their connections with the US, British, Argentinian and

72
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1951 Parliamentary salaries and allowances

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.

THE NEW ZEALAND OFFICIAL YEAR-BOOK, 1954

Stafistics §

igital yearbook collection

THE NEW ZEALAND OFFICIAL YEAR-BOOK, 1954

Table of Contents

4 D—MAORIS

4 E—TOTAL POPULATION, INCLUDING MAORIS
4 F—MORBIDITY

5. SECTION 5—PUBLIC HEALTH, HOSPITALS, ET
5 A—PUBLIC HEALTH

5 B—HOSPITALS AND CHARITABLE INSTITUT!

5C] AL A

https://www3 stats.govt.nz/New_Zcaland_Official_Ycarbooks/1954/NZOYB_1954.html?_ga=2.32088830.1343875518.1610402330-1650151087.1610402330[12/01/21, 11:18:26 AM]
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1952 Waterfront industry in New Zealand [Act is passed in 1950]

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.

19501" Waterfront Royal Commission [No. 69

ANALYSIS

3. Chairman and Commission to
have same powers as if Chair-
man were & Judge.

4, Technical advisers.

Title. 5. Provisions as to disqualification
1. Short Title. of members of Legislative
2. Interpretation. h Council not to apply.

1950, No. 69 ~

AxN Acr to Define the Status and Powers of the Royal
Commission appointed to Inquire into and Report
upon the Waterfront Industry in New Zealand, and to
Provide for the Appointment of Technical Advisers
Thereto. [1st December, 1950

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New

Zealand in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:—

1. This Act may be cited as the Waterfront Royal
Commission Act, 1950.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—

‘“ Commission > means the Royal Commission

appointed by the Governor-General on the

twenty-first day of September, nineteen

hundred and fifty, to inquire into and report

upon the waterfront industry in New Zealand:

‘“ Court >’ means the Supreme Court of New

845

Title.

Short Title.

Interpretation.
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1952 New Zealand Government Railways

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.

THE NEW ZEALAND OFFICIAL YEAR-BOOK, 1954

Stafistics §

igital yearbook collection

THE NEW ZEALAND OFFICIAL YEAR-BOOK, 1954

Table of Contents

4 D—MAORIS

4 E—TOTAL POPULATION, INCLUDING MAORIS
4 F—MORBIDITY

5. SECTION 5—PUBLIC HEALTH, HOSPITALS, ET
5 A—PUBLIC HEALTH

5 B—HOSPITALS AND CHARITABLE INSTITUT!

5C] AL A

https://www3 stats.govt.nz/New_Zcaland_Official_Ycarbooks/1954/NZOYB_1954.html?_ga=2.32088830.1343875518.1610402330-1650151087.1610402330[12/01/21, 11:03:09 AM]
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1955 Parliamentary salaries and allowances

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.

581

1955 /147

THE PARLIAMENTARY SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES
ORDER 1955

C. W. M. NORRIE, Governor-General
ORDER IN COUNCIL
At the Government House at Wellington this 7th day of September 1955

Present:
His ExceLLENCY THE GovERNOR-GENERAL IN CouUNcIL

PursvaNT to section 27 of the Civil List Act 1950, His Excellency the
Governor-General, acting by and with the advice and consent of the
Executive Council, and in accordance with the recommendations of a
Royal Commission appointed in that behalf, as set out in the report laid
before Parliament as parliamentary paper H-50 of 1955, hereby makes
the following order.

ORDER

1. (1) This order may be cited as the Parliamentary Salaries and
Allowances Order 1955.

(2) This order shall be deemed to have come into force on the 1st
day of August 1955.

Executive

2. There shall be paid to the Prime Minister—

(a) A salary at the rate of £3,750 a year; and

(b) An allowance to provide for expenses incurred in connection with
his official and parliamentary duties at the rate of £1,500 a year.

3. There shall be paid to each Minister of the Crown holding a
portfolio or portfolios (other than the Prime Minister)—
(a) A salary at the rate of £2,500 a year; and
(b) An allowance to provide for expenses incurred in connection with
his official and parliamentary duties at the rate of £550 a year
or, in the case of the Minister of External Affairs, at the rate
of £715 a year.

4, There shall be paid to each Minister of the Crown without port-
folio—
(a) A salary at the rate of £2,000 a year; and
(b) An allowance to provide for expenses incurred in connection with
his official and parliamentary duties at the rate of £450 a year.
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1956 Monetary, banking and credit systems
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1957 D.I.C. scaffolding accident, Wellington

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1958 Parliamentary salaries and allowances

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.

690
1958/124

THE PARLIAMENTARY SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES
ORDER 1955, AMENDMENT NO. 1

COBHAM, Governor-General
ORDER IN COUNCIL
At the Government House at Wellington this 3rd day of September 1958

Present:
His ExceLLENGY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN CGOUNCIL

PURSUANT to section 27 of the Civil List Act 1950, His Excellency the
Governor-General, acting by and with the advice and consent of the
Executive Council, and in accordance with the recommendations of a
Royal Commission appointed in that behalf, as set out in the report
laid before Parliament as parliamentary paper H.50 of 1958, hereby
makes the following order.

ORDER

1. (1) This order may be cited as the Parliamentary Salaries and
Allowances Order 1955, Amendment No. 1, and shall be read together
with and deemed part of the Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances
Order 1955% (hereinafter referred to as the principal order).

(2) This order shall be deemed to have come into force on the
1st day of April 1958.

2. Subclause (2) of clause 11 of the principal order is hereby amended

by revoking paragraph (a), and substituting the following paragraphs:

“(a) In the case of the member for Onslow, while that electorate is
classified as a Wellington electorate, £325 a year:

“(aa) In the case of the member for each of the following electorates,
namely, Heretaunga, Petone, and Karori, while in each case
the electorate is classified as a Wellington electorate, £300
a year:

“(ab) In the case of a member for any other Wellington electorate,
£275 a year:”.

T. J. SHERRARD,
Clerk of the Executive Council.

*S.R. 1935/147
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Local authority finance

1959

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1959 Parliamentary salaries and allowances

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.

967

1959/163

THE PARLIAMENTARY SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES
- ORDER 1959

COBHAM, Governor-General
ORDER IN COUNCIL
At the Government House at Wellington this 21st day of October 1959

Present:
His ExcerLrLeENcYy THE GoOVERNOR-GENERAL IN CoOuUNCIL

PursuanT to section 27 of the Civil List Act 1950, His Excellency the
Governor-General, acting by and with the advice and consent of the
Executive Council, and in accordance with the recommendations of a
Royal Commission appointed in that behalf, as set out in the report laid
before Parliament as parliamentary paper H. 50 of 1959, hereby makes
the following order.

ORDER

1. (1) This order may be cited as the Parliamentary Salaries and
Allowances Order 1959.

(2) This order shall be deemed to have come into force on the 1st
day of July 1959.

EXECUTIVE

2. There shall be paid to the Prime Minister—

(a) A salary at the rate of £4,250 a year; and

(b) An allowance to provide for expenses incurred in connection with
his official and parliamentary duties at the rate of £1,500 a year.

3. There shall be paid to each Minister of the Crown holding a
portfolio or portfolios (other than the Prime Minister)—

(a) A salary at the rate of £2,800 a year; and

(b) An allowance to provide for expenses incurred in connection with
his official and parliamentary duties at the rate of £450 a year
or, in the case of the Minister of External Affairs (while the
Prime Minister does not hold that portfolio), at the rate of
£615 a year.

4. There shall be paid to each Minister of the Crown without port-
folio—
(a) A salary at the rate of £2,200 a year; and
(b) An allowance to provide for expenses incurred in connection with
his official and parliamentary duties at the rate of £350 a year.
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1961 Parliamentary salaries and allowances

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.

854
1961/133

THE PARLIAMENTARY SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES
ORDER 1961

COBHAM, Governor-General
ORDER IN COUNCIL
At the Government House at Wellington this 11th day of October 1961

Present:
His ExcerLLEncy THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL

PursuaNT to section 27 of the Civil List Act 1950, His Excellency
the Governor-General, acting by and with the advice and consent of
the Executive Council, and in accordance with the recommendations
of a Royal Commission appointed in that behalf, as set out in the
report laid before Parliament as parliamentary paper H.50 of 1961,
hereby makes the following order.

ORDER

1. (1) This order may be cited as the Parliamentary Salaries and
Allowances Order 1961.

(2) This order shall be deemed to have come into force on the lst
day of July 1961.

EXECUTIVE

2. There shall be paid to the Prime Minister—

(a) A salary at the rate of £4,750 a year; and

(b) An allowance to provide for expenses incurred in connection

with his official and parliamentary duties at the rate of £1,600
a year.

3. There shall be paid to the Minister of the Crown who is for the
time being Deputy Prime Minister—

(a) A salary at the rate of £3,350; and

(b) An allowance to provide for expenses incurred in connection

with his official and parliamentary duties at the rate of £600
a year.

4. There shall be paid to each Minister of the Crown holding a
portfolio or portfolios (other than the Prime Minister and the Deputy
Prime Minister)—

(a) A salary at the rate of £3,150 a year; and

(b) An allowance to provide for expenses incurred in connection

with his official and parliamentary duties at the rate of £550
a year or, in the case of the Minister of External Affairs
(while the Prime Minister does not hold that portfolio), at
the rate of £730 a year.
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1962 State services in New Zealand

The State Services in New Zealand

REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY
JUNE 1962, ITEMS I AND II

'HON. P. NN. HOLLOWAY

IT wouLDp PERHAPS be a little harsh to liken the Commission of Inquiry
into the State Services in New Zealand to ‘the mountain [that]
laboured and brought forth a mouse’, but it appears that the
Commission has listened too much to reasons why the status quo
should remain. This attitude does not measure up to the Commission’s
own assertion that * We are conscious of the inevitability and rapidity
of change’. Government departments and permanent heads of
government departments appeared often in the list of witnesses and
though no doubt they criticised the government administration as a
whole, it is questionable whether they became advocates for the
destruction of their own empires.

This should not be taken as a condemnation of the Report. It does
give an excellent survey and historical summary of the growth and
development of our state services. I only regret that the Commission
saw fit to restrict their investigations primarily to the field of state
departments and, apart from very brief reference to a few, did not
extend it to other government agencies such as the State Advances
Corporation, N.A.C., the Broadcasting Corporation, the Tourist
Corporation and even the Bank of New Zealand and the Reserve Bank.
The impression could be obtained that the need for reform, if any,
is only in state departments and does not apply equally to all fields of
government endeavour and employment. A department is not made
more efficient by merely changing its status to that of a corporation.
Despite this, some of the recommendations are worthy of implementa-
tion but it would have been far better if they had been more definitely
stated and not left as general proposals to be held over for further
study by a body to be set up at some time in the future.

The Commission states that it was their purpose ‘ to make practical
recommendations for dealing with practical difficulties’. It perhaps
made this objective more difficult to achieve by not giving sufficient
weight to one of the most important aspects of their investigation.
It was not the fault of the Commission that amongst their number was
no person who had parliamentary or ministerial experience. I believe
that it would have been improved if such a person had been included
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1964 Parliamentary salaries and allowances

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.

1042

1964/177

THE PARLIAMENTARY SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES
ORDER 1964

—_—

BERNARD FERGUSSON, Governor-General
ORDER IN COUNCIL
At the Government House at Wellington this 4th day of November 1964

Present:
His ExceLrLENCY THE GOVERNOR-(GENERAL IN COUNCIL

PUrRsUANT to section 27 of the Civil List Act 1950, His Excellency
the Governor-General, acting by and with the advice and consent of
the Executive Council, and in accordance with the recommendations
of a Royal Commission appointed in that behalf, as set out in the
report laid before Parliament as parliamentary paper H.50 of 1964,
hereby makes the following order.

ORDER

1. (1) This order may be cited as the Parliamentary Salaries and
Allowances Order 1964.

(2) This order shall be deemed to have come into force on the 1st
day of July 1964.

ExecuTive
2. There shall be paid to the Prime Minister—
(a) A salary at the rate of £5,750 a year; and
(b) An allowance to provide for expenses incurred in connection

with his official and parliamentary duties at the rate of £1,600
a year.

3. There shall be paid to the Minister of the Crown who is for the
time being Deputy Prime Minister—

(a) A salary at the rate of £4,250; and

(b) An allowance to provide for expenses incurred in connection

with his official and parliamentary duties at the rate of £600
a year.
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1967 Compensation for personal injury [accidents]

COMPENSATION
FOR

PERSONAL INJURY

IN

NEW ZEALAND

REPORT OF THE
ROYAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY

DECEMBER 1967
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1968 Salary and wage fixing procedures in the New Zealand State Services

SALARY AND WAGE FIXING
PROCEDURES
[HI
NEW ZEALAND STATE SERVICES

WORKING PAPER 2020/10 | MCGUINNESS INSTITUTE



https://www.mcguinnessinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RC-120-Salary-and-Wage-Fixing-Procedures.pdf

1968 Parliamentary salaries and allowances

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.

1698
1968/223

THE PARLIAMENTARY SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES
ORDER 1968

ARTHUR PORRITT, Governor-General
ORDER IN COUNCIL
At the Government House at Wellington this 25th day of November 1968

Present:

His Exceriency THE GoOvERNOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL

PursuanT to section 27 of the Civil List Act 1950, His Excellency
the Governor-General, acting by and with the advice and consent of
the Executive Council, and in accordance with the recommendations
of a Royal Commission appointed m that behalf, as set out in the
report laid before Parliament as parliamentary paper H.50 of 1968,
hereby makes the following order.

ORDER

1. Title and commencement—(1) This order may be cited as the
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances Order 1968.

(2) This order shall be deemed to have come into force on the Ist
day of April 1968.

Execurtive

2. Prime Minister—There shall be paid to the Prime Minister—

(a) A salary at the rate of $12,400 a year; and

(b) An allowance to provide for expenses incurred in connection with
his official and parliamentary duties at the rate of $3,500 a year.

3. Deputy Prime Minister—There shall be paid to the Minister of
the Crown who is for the time being Deputy Prime Minister—
(a) A salary at the rate of $9,150 a year; and
(b) An allowance to provide for expenses lincurred in connection with
his official and parliamentary duties at the rate of $1,400 a year.
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1970 Horse racing, trotting and dog racing in New Zealand

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.

1610 THE NEW ZEALAND GAZETTE No. 52

Approval to Establish a Retirement Allowance Scheme
(Notice No. Ag. 10482)

ARTHUR PORRITT, Govemor-General
ORDER IN COUNCIL
At the Government House at Wellington this 30th day of
July 1969
Present:

His BXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL
PURSUANT to the Finance Act (No. 2) 1935, His Excellency
the Governor-General, acting by and with the advice and
consent of the Executive Council, hereby makes the following
order.

ORDER

1. (1) This order may be cited as the New Zealand Meat
Producers Board Retirement Allowance Scheme Approval
Order 1969.

(2) This order shall come into force on the day after the date
of its notification in the Gazette.

2. The New Zealand Meat Producers Board is hereby autho-
rised to establish a scheme, subject to such terms and conditions
as it may impose, to provide retirement allowances for locally
engaged members of its overseas staff.

P. Y. BROOKS, Clerk of the Executive Council.

Royal Commission to Inquire Into and Report Upon Horse
Racing, Trotting, and Dog Racing

EL1zABETH THE SECOND, by the Grace of God of the United
Kingdom, New Zealand, and Her Other Realms and Territories
Queen, Head of the Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith:

To Qur Trusty and Well-beloved the Right Honourable Sir
THapDEUS PEaRCEY McCaRTHY, a Judge of the Court of Appeal
of New Zealand, JouNn HanNiBalL GEoRGE, of Roxburgh East,
Member of Parliament, James Nimmo CrawrorD Doig, of
Auckland, Company Director, and HowaRp GRsHAM FLEMING
CarraM, of Auckland, Chartered Accountant:
GREETING:
Know YE that We, reposing trust and confidence in your
integrity, knowledge, and ability, do hereby nominate, con-
stitute, and appoint you, the said

ThE Ricir HONOURABLE SIR THADDEUS PEARCEY MCCARTHY;

Joun HANNIBAL GEORGE;

James NimMo CrawFoRD DoIG; and

Howarp Gra#AM FLEMING CALLAM
to be a Commission to receive representations upon, inquire
into, investigate, and report upon the following matters:

1.The working of existing law and the necessity or

expediency of any legislation in respect of horse racing, trot-
ting, and dog racing and betiing thereon in New Zealand,
including, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, the
following matters:

(a) The present system of administration and conitrol of
horse racing and trotting and all maltters connected
therewith, including the finances and structure of the
horse racing and ltrotting industries, the allocation of
racing and trotting dates, and the granting of
totalisator permits: ) )

(b) The administration and control of totalisator agencies,
including the constitution of the Totalisator Agency
Board and the method of distribution of its profits:

(c¢) The operation of totalisators and sweepstakes on race-
courses and trotting courses: . .

(d) The desirability or otherwise of introducing new
methods of betting : R i .

(e) The desirability or otherwise of granting betting
facilities for dog racing similar, either in whole or in
part, to those authorised for horse racing and trotting.

2. Such other matters as may be brought to ithe notice of the
Commission or initiated by it which the Commission considers
relevant to its functions as defined in clause 1 hereof.

And We hereby appoint you the said
The Right Honocurable SIR THADDEUS PEARCEY McCarTHY
to be the Chairman of the said Commission:

And for the better enabling you to carry these presents into
effect you are hereby authorised and empowered to make
and conduct any inquiry or investigation under these presents
in such manner and at such time and place as you think
expedient, with power to adjourn from time to time and place

to place as you think fit, and so that these presents shall
continue in force and any such inquiry may at any time and
place be resumed although not regularly adjourned from time
to time or from place to place:

And you are hereby strictly charged and directed that you
shall not at any time publish or otherwise disclose, save to
His Excellency the Governor-General, in pursuance of these
presents or by His Excellency’s direction, the contents of any
report so made or to be made by you, or any evidence or
information obtained by you in the exercise of the powers
hereby conferred on you, except such evidence or information
as is received in the course of a sitting open to the public:

And it is hereby declared that the powers hereby conferred
shall be exercisable notwithstanding the absence at any time
of any one of the members hercby appointed so long as the
Chairman, or a member deputed by the Chairman to act in
his stead, and two other members are present and concur in
the exercise of the powers:

And We do further ordain that you have liberty to report
your proceedings and findings under ithis Our Commission
from time to time if you shall judge it expedient to do so:

And, using all due diligence, you are required to report to
His Excellency ithe Governor-General in writing under your
hands, not later than the 30th day of June 1970, your findings
and opinions on the matters aforesaid, together with such
recommendations as you think fit to make in respect thereof:

And, lastly, it is hereby declared that these presents are
issued under the authority of the letters patent of His Late
Majesty King George the Fifth, dated the 1ith day of May
1917, and under the authority of and subject to the provisions
of the Commissions of Inquiry Act 1908, and with the advice
and consent of the Executive Council of New Zealand.

In witness whereof We have caused this Our Commission
to be issued and the Seal of New Zealand o be hereunto
affixed at Wellington this 25th day of August 1969.

Witness Our Right Trusty and Well-beloved Cousin, Sir
Arthur Espie Porrit, Baronet, Knight Grand Cross of
Our Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint
George, Knight Commander of Our Royal Victorian
Order, Commander of Our Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire, Governor-General and Commander-in-
Chief in and over New Zealand.

B ARTHUR PORRITT, Governor-General.

By His Excellency’s Command—
fLs.] KEITH HOLYOAKE, Prime Minister.

Approved in Council—

P. J. BROOKS, Clerk of the Executive Council.

Appointments, Promotions, Transfers, Resignations, and
Retirements of Officers of the New Zealand Army

PURSUANT to section 16 of the New Zealand Army Act 1950,
His Excellency the Governor-General has been pleased to
approve of the following appointments, promotions, transfers,
resignations, and retiremenits of officers of the New Zealand
Army:
PROMOTIONS

Regular Force

The following to be Colonels, in order shown, and are
transferred to the Colonels’ List:

Lieutenant-Colonel (temp. Colonel) F. H. Childs, R.N.Z.A.C.

Lieutenant-Colonel (temp. Colonel) L. W. Wright, M.B.E.,
R.N.ZA.

Lieutenant-Colonel (femp. Colonel) M. R. Kennedy, M.BE.,
R.N.ZLR.

Licutenant-Colonel (temp. Colonel) R. H. Smith, R.N.Z.A.

Dated 4 February 1969.
RovaL REGIMENT oF N.Z. ARTILLERY

Regular Force

Captain (temp. Major) Barry Alexander Bathgate Hardy is
transferred to the Reserve of Officers, General List, Royal
Regiment of N.Z. Atiillery, in the rank of Major. Dated 29
July 1969. A

Lieutenant and Quartermaster A. F. Taylor to be Captain
and Quartermaster, Dated 4 August 1969.

16th Field Regiment, RNZA

2nd Lieutenant A. G. Haltt is transferred to the Reserve of
Officers, Regimental List, 16th Field Regiment, RNZA, in his
present rank and seniority. Dated 30 June 1969.
3rd Field Regiment, RNZA

2nd Licutenant A. R. Smith to be-Lieutenant. Dated 1 July
1969. )
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1970 Parliamentary salaries and allowances

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.

1213
1970/182
2 uﬂ
N\
s
THE PARLIAMENTARY SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES
ORDER 1970

ARTHUR PORRITT, Governor-General
ORDER IN COUNCIL
At the Government House at Wellington this 14th day of September 1970

Present:
His ExceLLENCY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL

PursuanTt to section 27 of the Civil List Act 1950, His Excellency
the Governor-General, acting by and with the advice and consent of
the Executive Council, and in accordance with the recommendations
of a Royal Commission appointed in that behalf, as set out in the
report laid before Parliament as parliamentary paper H.50 of 1970,
hereby makes the following order.

ORDER

1. Title and commencement—(1) This order may be cited as the
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances Order 1970.
(2) This order shall be deemed to have come into force on the 1st
day of April 1970.
EXECUTIVE

2. Prime Minister—There shall be paid to the Prime Minister—

(a) A salary at the rate of $17,000 a year; and

(b) An allowance to provide for expenses incurred in connection with
his official and parliamentary duties at the rate of $4,000 a year.

3. Deputy Prime Minister—There shall be paid to the Minister of
the Crown who is for the time being Deputy Prime Minister—
(a) A salary at the rate of $12,500 a year; and
(b) An allowance to provide for expenses incurred in connection with
his official and parliamentary duties at the rate of $1,625 a year.

4. Ministers with portfolio—There shall be paid to each Minister of
the Crown holding a portfolio or portfolios (other than the Prime
Minister and the Deputy Prime Minister)—

(a) A salary at the rate of $11,250 a year; and

(b) An allowance to provide for expenses incurred in connection

with his official and parliamentary duties at the rate of $1,500
a year or, in the case of the Minister of Foreign Affairs
(while the Prime Minister does not hold that portfolio), at
the rate of $2,000 a year.
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1972 Handling of containers, seafreighters and unitised cargo (containers commission)

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.

- 177 -

By~Laws and Schedule of Charges of Harbour Boards
Confidential Material Supplied by:

Harbour Board Shipping Registers' Monthly Expenditure
Accounts, Ships' Manifests and Other Documents

Holm Shipping Company
New Zealand Meat Producers Board
New Zealand Wooi Board
Submissions Made to Royal Commission to Inguire into and
Report Upon Handling of Containers, Seafreighters,

and Unitised Cargo

Submissions Made to the Commission of Inguiry into New
Zealand Shipping.

NEWSPAPERS 3

Title Place of Publication
Auckland Star Auckland
Christchurch Star . Christchurch
Dominion ~ Wellington
Nelson Evening Mail Neison
New Zealand Herald Auckland
Northern Advocate Whangarei
Otago Daily Times. Dunedin
Press Christchurch
Southland Times Invercargill
Timaru Herald Timaru
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1972 Salary and wage fixing procedures in the New Zealand State Services

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1972 Social security

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.

for those with a partner and for single people living with
others. It is also affected by any overseas pensions or
benefits. 22 Concerns have been raised about inequities
and anomalies resulting from section 70 of the Social
Security Act, which deducts any overseas state pension
from any individual’s (or their partner’s) New Zealand
Superannuation entitlement. 23

The benefit system in New Zealand has two tiers, with
core benefits supplemented by discretionary hardship,
special or temporary allowances, some of which must
be repaid. A ‘disability allowance’ is available to cover
regular expenses due to a disability. Additional hardship
assistance is available either as a one-off payment (the
‘special needs grant’ to meet the costs of food, bedding
and emergency dental or medical treatment), a weekly
payment for a short period of time (‘temporary additional
support’), or a loan which must be repaid. Past concerns
by beneficiary advocacy groups about lack of transpar-
ency around granting of second-tier benefits resulted in
MSD establishing a formal process for consulting with
beneficiary groups around operational policy issues.

ADEQUACY

The 1972 Royal Commission on Social Security recom-
mended that the welfare system ensure beneficiaries
had a standard of living at least similar to that of other
New Zealanders, so that they were able to participate

in and feel they belonged to the community at large. 24
The 1988 Royal Commission on Social Policy concluded
that people required "access to a sufficient share of
income and other resources to allow them to participate
in society with genuine opportunity to achieve their

potential and to live lives they find fulfilling”. 2

HUMAN RIGHTS IN NEW ZEALAND 2010

This implies that core benefits need to be regularly
adjusted to reflect changes in actual living costs, and to
maintain relativity with standards of living across the
wider community. The Child Poverty Action Group has
recommended, for example, setting net income for those
on benefits at the 60 per cent poverty line. 26

The Social Security Amendment Act 2007 introduced
sections 1(a) and 1(b) to the Social Security Act 1964,
specifying its purpose and general principles. These do not
contain any reference to social inclusion. The rationale for
providing financial support is more narrowly defined as
“to help alleviate hardship”. This raises a question around
whether benefit adequacy is solely to address absolute
deprivation, or whether the financial position of those on
benefits relative to others is also deemed relevant.

In terms of adequacy, the real value of core benefits,
including family tax credits, remains well below levels
prior to cuts in the 1991 Budget. 27 Even when accommo-
dation and special benefit/temporary assistance supple-
ments are taken into account, the level of financial
support to beneficiaries has fallen in real terms since 1991.28

Working for Families

Since 2000, the two most significant policy interventions
in addressing relative poverty rates have been reinstate-
ment of income-related rents in 2000, and the progressive
introduction of the ‘Working for Families’ package from
2004 to 2007.2?

Working for Families changed the tax credits available to
families with dependent children in three fundamental
ways. It increased both the total amount of assistance
available and the number of families entitled to receive it.

22 Other changes to living situations can affect eligibility, including overseas travel and admission to a rest home. A veteran who has reached
the qualifying age for New Zealand Superannuation may qualify for a veteran’s pension. This is paid at the same rate as New Zealand
Superannuation. It is taxed but not asset-tested and, unlike superannuation, veteran's pension payments are not reduced should a veteran

require long-term hospital care.

23 StJohn S and Dale C(2010), ‘Pension rules causing stress and ill health’, New Zealand Herald, 17 August. Accessed 24 September 2010
from http//www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=180objectid=10666540

24 Krishnan V (1995), ‘Modest but adequate: an appraisal of changing household income circumstances in New Zealand', Social Policy Journal

of New Zealand 1, 4, pp 76-97

25 Royal Commission on Social Policy (1988), The April Report — Report of the Royal Commission on Social Policy, volume 1, (Wellington:

RCSP), p 731

26 StJohn S and Wynd D (Eds) (2008), Left behind: How social and income inequalities damage New Zealand children (Auckland: CPAG).

27 Fletcher M and Dwyer M (2008), p 28
28 ibid; p 37

29 Perry B (2009), Household incomes in New Zealand: trends in indicators of inequality and hardship 1982-2008 (Wellington: MSD), p 104

227

126

WORKING PAPER 2020/10 | MCGUINNESS INSTITUTE



https://www.mcguinnessinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RC-126-Social-Security.pdf

1973 Hospital and related services
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https://www.mcguinnessinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RC-127-Hospital-and-Related-Services.pdf

1973 Parliamentary salaries and allowances

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.

1734

1973/280

THE PARLIAMENTARY SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES
ORDER 1970, AMENDMENT NO. 3

DENIS BLUNDELIL, Governor-General
ORDER IN COUNCIL
At the Government House at Wellington this 26th day of November 1973
Present:
His ExceLLENCY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN Councin

PursuanT to the Civil List Act 1950, His Excellency the Governor-
General, acting by and with the advice and consent of the Executive
Council, and i1n accordance with the recommendations of a Royal
Commission appointed in that behalf, as set out in the report laid
before Parliament as parliamentary paper H. 2 of 1973, hereby makes
the following order.

ORDER

1. Title and commencement— (1) This order may be cited as the
Parliamentary Salaries and Allowances Order 1970, Amendment No. 3,
and shall be read together with and deemed part of the Parliamentary
Salaries and Allowances Order 1970*% (hereinafter referred to as the
principal order).

(2) This order shall be deemed to have come into force on the 1st
day of April 1973.

2. Rates of parliamentary allowances—The principal order is hereby
amended in the manner indicated in the Schedule to this order.

3. Sessional allowance and night allowance—(1) Clause 17 of the
principal order is hereby amended by inserting in subclause (1) (b),
after the words “committee of a party caucus”, the words “(being a
committee with a quorum of not less than 3)”.

(2) Clause 18 of the principal order is hereby amended—

(a) By inserting in subclause (1) (a), after the words “committee

of a party caucus”, the words “(being a committee with a
quorum of not less than 3)”’:
*S.R. 1970/182
Am

endment No. 1: (Revoked by S.R. 1972/199
Amendment No. 2: S.R. 1972/199 /
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https://www.mcguinnessinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RC-128-Parliamentary-Salaries-and-Allowances-1973.pdf

1974 Future use of Rangatira B and C Blocks

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.

General

PLACE

OTHER NUMBER
COLLECTION AREA
RECORD RICHNESS

12/15/2020 Report of the Royal Commission to Inquire into the Future Use of Rangatira B and C Blocks : presented to the House of Representatives by command ...

Report of the Royal Commission to Inquire into
the Future Use of Rangatira B and C Blocks :
presented to the House of Representatives by
command of His Excellency the Governor-

LIBRARY / PICTORIAL » PUBLICATION

Wellington, N.Z.
GN672.6.L.2 NEW
publication

Enquire

Add to My Collection

Catalogue ~

CATALOGUE TITLE

Report of the Royal Commission to Inquire into the Future Use of
Rangatira B and C Blocks : presented to the House of Representatives
by command of His Excellency the Governor-General

TYPE Publication
IDENTIFIERS GN672.6.L.2 NEW (Call Number)
AVAILABLE IN Pamphlet Collection (Location)
PHYSICAL 30p.;25cm.
DESCRIPTION
PRODUCTION Govt. Printer (Publisher)
Henry, Trevor Ernest (Author)
Henry, Trevor Ernest, author (Creator)
New Zealand. Royal Commission to Inquire into the Future Use of
Rangatira B and C Blocks (Corporate Entity)
Wellington, N.Z. (Place of occurrence)
1974
SUBJECT
https://www.aucklandmuseum.com/discover/collections/record/am_library-catalogq40-34468?lang=en-nz 12

WORKING PAPER 2020/10 | MCGUINNESS INSTITUTE

129



1975 Sale of liquor in New Zealand

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1977 Contraception, sterilisation and abortion

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.

Date: 31 December 1976

Ref: EP-Ethics-Demonstrations-
Abortion-01

Description: The members of the Royal

Commission on Contraception,
Sterilisation and Abortion which sat
from 23 June 1975 to 31 March
1977. They are from left - Dr M D
Matich. Barbara J Thomson.
Dorothv G Winstone. Justice
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1978 Nuclear power generation

Nuclear Power Generation
In New Zealand

Report of the Royal Commission

of Inquiry

April 1978



https://www.mcguinnessinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RC-132-Nuclear-Power-Generation.pdf

1978 The Courts

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1980 MaoriLand Court

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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https://www.mcguinnessinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RC-134-Maori-Land-Court-1980.pdf

1980 The circumstances of the convictions of Arthur Allan Thomas for the murders of David

Harvey Crewe and Jeanette Lenore Crewe

OCT 198t

H. 6

Report of the Royal Commission
to Inquire into

the Circumstances of the Convictions

of

Arthur Allan Thomas

for the Murders of

David Harvey Crewe

and

Jeanette Lenore Crewe

1980

Presented to the House of Representatives by Command of
His Excellency the Governor-General

BY ALUTHORITY:
£. D. HASSELBERG, GOVERNMENT PRINTER, WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND— 1980
Price 36.50

SRR —~ i, el mT o o
R S I A Ls'qﬂhﬁ!:'_g
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https://www.mcguinnessinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RC-135-Arthur-Allan-Thomas.pdf

136

1981 The crash on Mt Erebus, Antarctica of a DC10 aircraft operated by Air New Zealand
Limited

Royal Commission
to Ingquire into
the Crash on Mount

Repcrt of the
Royal Commission
to Inquire into
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https://www.mcguinnessinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RC-136-Crash-on-Mt-Erebus.pdf

1983 Drug trafficking

Note 1: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
Note 2: The Chair is Hon Mr Justice Stewart, Judge of the Supreme Court of New South Wales. This is included in the Law

Commission list of Royal Commissions since 1976 (Law Commission, 2007: 41).

The Parliament of the
Commonwealth of Australia

ROYAL COMMISSION TO INQUIRE
INTO CERTAIN MATTERS RELATED
TO DRUG TRAFFICKING

New Zealand

March 1983

Presented and
ordered to be printed 31 May 1983

Parliamentary Paper
No. 186/1983
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https://www.mcguinnessinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RC-137-Drug-Trafficking.pdf

1986 Broadcasting and related telecommunications in New Zealand

Note: The original Royal Commission report was not found; however, supporting evidence is provided below.
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1986 Electoral system
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https://www.mcguinnessinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RC-139-Electoral-System.pdf

1988 Social policy
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https://www.mcguinnessinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RC-140-Social-Policy.pdf

2001 Genetic modification

Ka tangi tonu te ngakau
Ka matautau te hinengaro mo nga wa o mua i noho
tahi ai te tangata me ona rawa.

I te rereketanga o te ao nei i nga mea katoa
ka raruraru nga whakaaro o te tangata

Ka tahuri ki Te Kaihanga, Te Kaiwhakawa, kia homai
te maramatanga, te kaha me te rangimarie

Kia hiwa ra, kia hiwa ra, kia hiwa ra!
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https://www.mcguinnessinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RC-141-Genetic-Modification.pdf

2009 Auckland governance

Report of the
Royal Commission
on Auckland Governance

Contents

Volume 1: Report

Part |
Part Il
Part lll

Volume 2: Executive Summary
Volume 3: Summary of Submissions

Volume 4: Research Papers

Commission

Hon Peter Salmon

Dame Margaret Bazley

David Shand
www.royalcommission.govt.nz
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https://www.mcguinnessinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RC-142-Auckland-Governance.pdf

2012

Pike River coal mine tragedy

Royall Commission on the Pike River Coal Mine Tragedy.
TelKomihana'a te Katralina mo te Parekutra Ana \Warololte AWal oPlKe

Volume 2

+PRPart 1: What happened at Pike River
-+ Part 2. Proposals fior refeorm

H.3
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https://www.mcguinnessinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RC-143-Pike-River-Coal-Mine-Tragedy.pdf

2012 Building failure caused by the Canterbury earthquakes

. G 1 Canterbury Earthquakes
. Royal Commission

LA Te Komihana Rowhenua o Waitaha

FINAL REPORT

VOLUME 1
SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS IN VOLUMES 1-3
SEISMICITY, SOILS AND THE SEISMIC DESIGN OF BUILDINGS

H.2

144
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https://www.mcguinnessinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RC-144-Building-Failures-Canterbury-Earthquakes.pdf

2020 Terrorist attack on Christchurch masjidain on 15 March 2019

—

Ko to tatou kainga ténei Volume 1:

Parts 1-3

Report of the Royal Commission of Inquiry
into the terrorist attack on Christchurch
masjidain on 15 March 2019
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https://www.mcguinnessinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RC-145-Terrorist-Attack-on-Christchurch-Masjidain.pdf

2020 Abuse in state care and in the care of faith-based institutions

Note: This Royal Commission is ongoing; however, an interim report was published on 16 December 2020.

Tawharautia:
PUrenge © wa Wel

Interim report

Volume One

Royal Commission of Inquiry

December 2020

We are pleased to present Tawharautia: Pirongo o te Wa - the interim
Foreword report of the Royal Commission of Inquiry into Abuse in State Care and in
the Care of Faith-based Institutions.

146
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https://www.mcguinnessinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/RC-146-Abuse-in-State-Care.pdf
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