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" Covid-19: More than 100 returnees granted leave
from isolation on medical grounds

Kendall Hutt - 09:45, Nov 01 2020

RNZ

The Government says despite ramping up security at managed isolation facilities, it never anticipated people
absconding via fourth floor windows. The latest managed isolation escapee created a rope made out of
bedsheets before escaping.
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More than 100 international returnees have been granted leave from managed isolation
on medical grounds.

Data from the Ministry of Health and Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment
(MBIE) shows that between April 11 and October 7, 152 people were allowed to self-
isolate at home, or were taken to a healthcare facility for medical reasons.

The information was released to Stuff after it was revealed in August a pair from south
Auckland were in self-isolation at home on medical grounds.

Since April 9, it has been mandatory for all arrivals into New Zealand to go into a
managed isolation and quarantine facility.

READ MORE:

* Less than four per cent allowed to leave isolation to see dying family

* Covid-19: Only 2.8 per cent of compassionate leave exemptions for people in
managed isolation approved

* Covid-19: A guide to managed isolation hotels, and what to do if things go wrong
* Coronavirus: Nearly all applications for managed isolation payment waiver
approved

The Ministry of Health took care of exemptions between April 11 and July 13 before
they were transferred to MBIE.
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FIONA GOODALL/GETTY IMAGES

Army personnel guard the front of the Rydges Hotel in Auckland's CBD which is used as a Covid-19 isclation
facility.

Between April 11 and July 13, the Ministry of Health granted a total of 147 medical
exemptions.

Of these, 90 people felt their needs could not be met in managed isolation and asked to
self-isolate in the community, 52 people needed urgent medical treatment (were
medevaced) and five were transferred to a healthcare facility.
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or quarantine after they are discharged until their 14-day mandatory isolation period is
complete,” the Ministry’s Bena Hynes said.

Between July 13 and October 7, MBIE approved a total of five applications to self-
isolate at home. All five applications were for medical reasons.

Air Commodore Darryn Webb said all of these people were closely monitored and
supported to ensure they were complying with the conditions of their exemption.

If you support New Zealand journalism... Make a contribution €3

We'd like to ask for your help. In a fast-changing world where misinformation
spreads on social media, the need for trustworthy journalism has never been
greater. But the media industry faces strong headwinds. Traditional means of
funding journalism - such as advertising and subscriptions to our newspapers -
have declined, compounded by the economic impact of Covid-19.

We're asking our readers to help us continue to play our vital role in society. Stuff
holds a special position in New Zealand, with the largest network of newsrooms
- hundreds of journalists from Northland to Southland. We're part of your local
community, doggedly pursuing the issues that matter.

We hold the powerful to account - from making sure your rates are spent wisely
to challenging Cabinet ministers who flout the rules.

We uncover hidden truths - from the Defence Force's activities in Afghanistan to
which companies commit the greatest climate damage.

And we champion Kiwi communities and values - from fighting for New Zealand
history to be taught in schools to enhancing coverage of Te Ao Maori with our
new Pou Tiaki section.

In an age where rumours and speculation spread unchecked on social media,
Stuff's professional standards of accuracy, fairness and balance are more vital
than ever. Please consider becoming a supporter. Make a contribution from as
little as $1 and help sustain trustworthy independent journalism.

Become a supporter ~»




