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PM Jacinda Ardern responded to rumours of a COVID-19 vaccine shortage. Video / Mark Mitchell
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Vulnerable people in the Bluff community have been told they will have to wait until the

end of July to get vaccinated against Covid-19, due to a vaccine shortage.

The unvaccinated include a 101-year-old and other older people who are still waiting,
despite 35,000 people nationwide in Group 4 who have now received at least one dose of

the Pfizer vaccine.

The Bluff Community Medical Trust had hoped to have a clinic up and running for those in
Group 3 by the start of July.

"Unfortunately, we have since received notification from the MoH (Ministry of Health) that
there is a shortage of the vaccine,” the Bluff Medical Centre said in a notice to the

community.

"This means that our planned clinic, and those of 40 other clinics, have been put on hold."
Trust office manager Yvonne Pickford said the trust has been in constant contact with the
Ministry of Health and had ticked all the right boxes.

"To be notified that, sorry, it's not going to happen - it's very frustrating. We've got a 101-
year-old lady here in town who we'd like to get vaccinated. We've got 90-year-old patients

who are wanting to be vaccinated.
"It has caused us a wee bit of angst. We've all sort of sworn a little bit - or a lot."

She said patients had told her they've called the 0800 number to book appointments and

been on hold for 45 minutes.
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"And then it's going to be a four-week wait before they actually get an appointment - in

Invercargill.

"We don't have any public transport between Bluff and Invercargill. If they have to go to

Invercargill, they should actually fund transport for them to go to Invercargill.

"We've got a high population of Maori and high-needs patients, and a high percentage of 65
and over. Some of them can't travel to Invercargill. That's why we're trying to push to get a

clinic for our patients. They should get vaccinated here."

She understood that their planned clinic wasn't the only one that is now delayed.

"Some other places have actually rented out community centres, and then they are not
happening either because - same as us - they've been told that there will be no new Covid

vaccination clinics rolled out at this stage.”

Astrid Koornneef, Covid vaccination programme group manager operations at the Ministry
of Health, said a staff member from the Southern DHB's vaccine team was in contact with

the Bluff Medical Centre to address the need to carefully manage supply.

"There is a temporary hold on new bookings. However the DHB is getting enough vaccine to
operate at 100 percent of their plan and is continuing its rollout to Groups 1,2 and 3,

Koornneef said.

"The DHB will be contacting stakeholders by letter to clarify this with providers."
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern said there was no vaccine shortage when asked this
morning.

"I wouldn't describe it as a shortage. We've always had constrained supply.

"What we've always said is that we have been very closely managing the number of
vaccines we have coming into the country ... As we're ramping up, we are going to getto a

point where it gets very close to the wire.

"Those who have booked in for vaccines, we're retaining those bookings. What we're trying

to do is discourage walk-ins."

She said there have been almost 1 million doses administered, and the rollout was running

at 107 per cent - ahead of the delivery target.

"It is ramping up as we expected."
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NZ VACCINE TRACKER
3 30 126,681

New cases (last 24 hr) Current active cases Vaccinations last week
Vaccination progress
Source: Ministry of Health 22 Jun (Actual)
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