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March 212022 PM Jacinda Ardern has announced a further $5 million in assistance to Ukraine to help it during the invasion from Russia. Ardern confirmed that Cabinet
has signed off on decisions on vaccine mandates, certificates and the traffic light system.
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Nine Covid-related deaths, including that of a person in their 20s, were reported by the Ministry of Health today.

Of the nine people who died, five were from Auckland region, two from Waikato, one from Wairarapa and one from Bay of Plenty.

One person was in their 60s, one in their 70s, two in their 80s and four in their 90s.

The person in their 20s who died with the virus is the second youngest Kiwi to die with Covid-19 since the pandemic began. New Zealand's
youngest Covid death was a child under 10 who passed away in December.

"Our thoughts are with their family and friends at this sad time," the ministry said in its 1pm update.

The 1000 people hospitalised are in Northland (33), North Shore (173), Middlemore (221), Auckland (200), Waikato (76), Bay of Plenty (38),
Lakes (12), Tairawhiti (5), Hawke's Bay (31), Taranaki (7), Whanganui (6), Mid Central (20), Hutt Valley (23), Capital & Coast (51), Wairarapa (7),
Nelson Marlborough (11) Canterbury (60), South Canterbury (1) and the Southern (25) region.

The average age of the current hospitalisations is 59.

The ministry provides vaccination data of people hospitalised in the Northern region, excluding emergency departments.
Ofthose included in the count, 107 cases or 18 per cent are either unvaccinated or not eligible for vaccination.

Seventeen cases - or three per cent - were partially immunised (<7 days from second dose) or have only received one dose.
Two hundred and six cases or 35 per cent were double vaccinated at least seven days before being reported as a case.
There were 226 cases or 38 per cent that had received booster at least seven days before being reported as a case.

The vaccination status of 38 cases or six per cent was unknown.

How many people with Covid-19 are in hospital?
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Critical Care includes Intensive Care (ICU) and High Dependency Units (HDU)
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Four million New Zealanders are now double dose vaccinated against Covid-19, the ministry announced.

More than 95 per cent of those 12 and over have now completed their primary vaccination course, which is “a significant achievement for
Aotearoa", it said.

Director general of health Dr Ashley Bloomfield thanked everyone who "had chosen to make themselves and their whanau safer by getting
vaccinated".

"l can't emphasise enough that getting boosted provides the best protection against the Omicron variant."
Across New Zealand, 3,509,497 people have now had their booster, which is 73 per cent of those that have become due.

For eligible Maori aged 12 and older, 91.1 per cent have had their first dose of Covid-19 vaccine, 87.9 per cent have had two doses and 58.6
per cent of those eligible have been boosted.

For Pacific peoples, aged 12 and older, 98.1 per cent have had their first dose, 96.3 per cent have had their second dose and 59.5 per cent of
those eligible have had a booster dose.

Of eligible children, aged 5-11, 53.8 per cent have had one dose of Covid-19 vaccine and 8.3 per cent have had a second dose.
For Maori children, aged 5-11, 34.6 per cent have had their first dose and 3.9 per cent have had two doses.
For Pacific children, aged 5-11, 46.8 per cent have had their first dose and 4.4 per cent have had two doses.

The ministry said every Covid-19 hospitalisation was a reminder of the importance of getting vaccinated to prevent severe illness from
Omicron.

"There is a much lower risk of being hospitalised if you are up to date with your vaccinations, which for Omicron includes a third or booster
dose," the ministry said.

"So, if you're due any dose of the vaccine, including a booster, please get vaccinated as quickly as possible to ensure you are well protected

against Omicron."

In the past 24 hours, 1520 PCR tests were processed. The PCR test rolling average for the past seven days is 3747.

In the seven-day period to March 21, 14.3m RATs were dispatched.

New Zealand's Omicron wave continues to trend downwards, with experts saying the outbreak has peaked in Auckland, and likely also in
other parts of the country.

Atotal of 12,021 new community cases were recorded yesterday - the lowest daily number since February.

This was a significant drop on the 18,514 cases reported the previous day, although the ministry advised testing numbers declined at
weekends.

Nine deaths were also reported yesterday - eight men and one woman aged between their 50s and 90s - spread across Auckland, Bay of
Plenty, Waikato and Capital and Coast.

There were 957 people in hospital yesterday - slightly lower than the peak of hospitalisations at 971 last week.
However, 26 of those hospitalised were in intensive care, the highest number since the pandemic began.

The ministry yesterday said there had been a "steady decline" in case numbers across Auckland while cases in other parts of the country
continued to fluctuate.

Otago University epidemiologist Michael Baker said Auckland's outbreak appeared to have peaked in early March, before the city's
hospitalisation rates peaked last week with more than 630 cases.

But he expects hospitals across the country to remain under pressure for months to come.

Considering the rest of the country's outbreak seemed to be one to two weeks behind Auckland, he suspected New Zealand's overall
outbreak had peaked sometime in the last fortnight.

Describing the outbreak as "like a Mexican wave", Baker said we would see the virus spreading into different populations and peaking locally
at different times.

"But the picture we see when you add it all up together and smooth the data out, is a peak across the whole country lasting two to three

weeks."
Although the rise to the Omicron peak had been sharp, Baker said the climb down would take much longer.

"In Auckland, it took around four to five weeks between the first noticeable rise in cases and reaching a peak — and it does look like it's going
to have a slower descent.

"At this point, | think it's reasonable to say that the whole country might reach a new baseline level by early May."
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