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Planning for
the day after

WILL there be life after a nuclear

holocaust? The subject is one that -

has been explored countless times
in novels, plays, movies and tele-
vision dramas. In most of those
scenarios small bands of sur-
vivors eke out an almost feudal
existence, warring among them-
selves for food and other essen-

The long list of published
works has been joined by another

— from the New Zealand Plan--

ning Council — which predicts
that although New Zealand would
probably survive a nuclear war,
our continued existence would be
fairly grim. That is assuming, of
course, that New Zealand is not a
target for nuclear missiles.
ost-nuclear life would not be
easy. According to the Planning
Council regort, which was funded
with Rainbow Warrior bombin,
reparation money, New Zealan

_has more to fear from lack of bur--
eaucratic preparedness than from

radioactive fallout. We would face
post-nuclear ruin from massive

. unempldyment, sickness and dis-

eases, coupled with a shortage of
medical supplies, an end to trade
and a shortage of essential im-
ports. Coupled with this would be
increased lpollution' and depletion
of natural resources as people
strive for self-sufficiency without
adequate planning.

The report makes a number of -

recommendations which, if im-
glemented now, could make New
ealanders’ lot an easier one in a

_post-nuclear world. Some of the

recommendations could, in the -

long term, be of benefit to the
country even if a nuclear war nev-
er takes place. This nation's de-
pendence on imported pharma-
ceuticals stands out as one of our
biggest drawbacks, and the report

urges consideration of the stock-

piling of medicines and even mak-
ing New Zealand self-reliant in es-

. sential medicines. That is some-

thing the Government should look
at as a matter of course rather
than as preparation for the after-

. math of a nuclear war.

The report makes a number of

other recommendations which one

‘would normally exgect in such a

document. Things like the stock-

* piling of seeds, animal vaccines,

and essential trace elements, '

planning .alternative farming
practices, new crops and other

“methods of food processing.

But the most important point
the report ‘highlights is the fact
that New Zealand has no cont-
ingency plan for post-nuclear sur-
vival. In essence that means we
would probably be worse off than
necessary because the authorities
would not be able to cope with the

decisions necessary in the im- |
mediate crisis period. And at that .

stage it would be too late to take
the necessary steps for long-term
survival. :

The planning must be done

now. The stockpiles should be set’

up and the alternative fuel and
energy sources, the alternative

farming methods and the -food.

processing plant developed. And
people throughout the count
should. be trained in their use. Af-
ter all, some of the techniques
developed c¢ould be used as part of
our aid to developing countries.
At the same time, on the in-

" ternational scene, the Govern-
. ment must continue working for

world peace. Although our anti-
nuclear policy is not for export,
we can continue to lead by exam-
ple and tell the world that nuclear
weapons are not the way to last-
ing peace. :
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