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By JANE CLIFTON

_THE CABINET has already started to prepare cont-
‘ingency plans for surviving nuclear war, but is like-
1y to authorise public submissions and a second
report on New Zealand’s survival prospects before

‘making final decisions.

.- Outgoing Environment Min-
,1ster Phil Goff says the Planning
.Council’s urgings in a report is-
Sued yesterday for com-
pnehenswe contingency plannin
‘will be met, but probably no
before publxc consultation and a
more detailed ‘“Phase II” study.

The Cabinet’s domestic and
external security committee has
been reviewing emergency re
.1ations and existing national 1s-
vaster planning, and is likely to
“have the guiding hand in the ul-
-timate contingency blueprint.
"'Mr Goff commended the
Planning Council’s report, and
trumpeted the Government’s
conra e in instigating its funding.
%+ .Y%The reason why there has
-"jnever been a report like this
before is because no government
‘that ‘wanted to associate New
‘Zealand in a'nuclear alliance and
-depend on the so-called nuclear
'-umbrella to: defend it could af-
,jford to allow"the public of New

d to appreciate the conse-
1" Uences of nuclear war.”
-« However, he said the report’s
‘vdrious suggestions of making

‘glegv Zealand  self-sufficient or
: ‘essential com-
“nodities * were . unlikely to be

i ckpiling

p adogted extensively.
: kpiling was nsive and '
unsuitable for goods that de- -

teriorated. -

«“I think more realistically we
-peed to . .. look at whether there
-gre substitutes available in New

%land, whether even at some

MR GOFF

expense we could convert our re- -
dundant industries into producing
the pharmaceutical and other
goods we would need.

“We would need to look at
how we.might go about re-estab-
lishing trade in the southern hem-
isphere ... We need to look at
alternative forms of medicine.

-“But I would not predict that

we-would make an immediate

decision- to start moving New

. Zealand towards self-sufficiency
-now simply given the pros

t of
a nuclear war being possible.




