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Nuclear stance
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Prevention being infinitely
preferable to cure, we should be
putting our energies into nuclear
disarmament to a level which
would not threaten total destruc-
tion should a war break out
through accident, sabotage, or
fanaticism. One cannot stop the
export of an idea, but there is
scope for promoting our nuclear
initiative more vigorously. It
could be our most valuable com-
modity. — Yours, etc.,
VERNON WILKINSON.
August 26, 1987.

Sir,—Like Dr Barrie Pittock
and the New Zealand Planning
Council, the New Zealand
Nuclear Free Zone Committee
gives overwhelming priority to
the prevention of nuclear war.
New Zealand’s nuclear-free zone
is a significant step toward pre-
vention as expanding nuclear-
free zones, both national and
regional, reduce potential battle-
fields and help create the right
conditions for further arms con-
trol measures, as well as actual
disarmament steps by the
nuclear-weapon States. We also
agree that “preparation for sur-
vival, should prevention efforts
fail, should be seen as comple-
mentary strategies,” as Dr Pit-
tock says (August 26). Consider-
ing the horrors, both of nuclear
war and the aftermath, tends to
strengthen one’s efforts towards
prevention.—Yours, etc.,

LARRY ROSS,

Secretary,

N.Z. Nuclear Free

Zone Committee.
August 27, 1987.



