1. PUBLICATION: ____~
il PUBLICATION DATE:

. (res
Media“ :

CAl{; 221059
» :
THE EXPRESS NEWS CLIPPING SERVICE FOR MANAGERS

MediaSearch Corporation Limited
Private Bag, Wellington 1. New Zealand
Tel.(04) 843-609

Fax. [Intl +64] (04) 849-126

MediaSearch are specialists in:

Business Consulting ® Business Communications @ Investor Relations @ Business-Government Liaison
@ Communications Audit @ Graphic Design + Production @ Annual Reports + All Business Publications
B Project Feasibility + Development B Science + Technology Analysis B Management Consultancy

Bureaux Services B Express News Clipping Service B Express Press Release Preparation + National Dispatch
B Government and Legislation Monitoring Service

Prch C%;i{’d\qu 23.t0.%)

Pasture production in
Canterbury would suffer a
29 per cent loss in the
first year after a nuclear
war in the northern hemi-
sphere, said an officer in
the Ministry of the En-
vironment’s southern re-
gional office in Christ-
church, Mr Alisdair ‘Hut-
chison, yesterday.

The effects of a nuclear
winter will be discussed
during a public meeting in
Christchurch next week.
The meeting, organised
jointly by the Ministry,
the Canterbury United
Council and the New Zea-
land Futures Trust, will
be held at the Civic Re-
gency, Manchester Street,
on Wednesday evening.

The guest speaker will

be Dr.-Wren Green, princi-
pal author of the recent
New Zealand . Planning
Council publication, “New
Zealand After a Nuclear
War.” ¢
" The impact of a.nuclear
winter on the region’s
agriculture was especially
relevant, Mr Hutchison
said. A predicted tem-
perature drop of 3deg. in
spring and ldeg. in sum-
mer represented a mild
nuclear winter compared
with the conditions in the
northern hemisphere
after nuclear war. But
New Zealand would still
suffer.

“A Ministry of Agricul-
ture computer model has
estimated a 29 per cent
loss in Canterbury’s pas-

‘Nuclear war would
hit pasture production’

ture production in the
first year with a 54 per
cent loss.in spring produc-
tion alone,” he said.
“Wheat crops would be

marginal. Since grains are °

grown primarily in Can-
terbury, supplies could be
insufficient for national
needs.” -

The Ministry is inviting
public comment on the
findings of the book. The
meeting will form part of
raising public awareness
of its findings. .

“We want comment on

what further study and .

action are needed. Should
we be stockpiling supplies
of medicines and who
should be responsible for

any planning?” Mr Hut- -

chison said.



