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Timeline of Climate-related Policy (Institutions, Legislation, International Commitments, Instruments and Conference of Parties)

2: International markets + domestic trees 
(interventions) (1997–2010) 

Vienna Convention for the 
Protection of the Ozone Layer 1985

Bonn Convention London Amendment to the 
Montreal Protocol on Substances 

that Deplete the Ozone Layer 1990

Montreal Protocol on Substances  
that Deplete the Ozone Layer 

1987 (Montreal Protocol)

The Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of 

Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)

Copenhagen Amendment to 
the Montreal Protocol 1992

Doha Amendment to  
the Kyoto Protocol**

Paris Climate Agreement

Aotearoa New Zealand’s 
first NDC

Financial Sector (Climate-related Disclosures 
and Other Matters) Amendment Act 2021

Aotearoa New 
Zealand’s NDC update

NZ agrees to 
the Glasgow 
Climate Pact

UAE  
Consensus

NZ adopts the 
Kunming-Montreal 
Global Biodiversity 

Framework

Climate Change Response (Auction  
Price) Amendment Act 2021

NZ ratified the Convention on 
Biological diversity (CBD) 

United Nations Framework 
Convention on  

Climate Change (UNFCCC) 

Kyoto Protocol*  

Environment Act 
1986 (established 

MfE and PCE)

Conservation Act 1987 
(established DOC)

Companies Act 1993

Ozone Layer 
Protection Act 1996

Financial Reporting Act 2013

Climate Change Response  
(Emissions Trading)  

Amendment Act 2008 

Climate Change Response 
(Emissions Trading 
and Other Matters) 

Amendment Act 2012

Climate Change 
Response (2050 

Emissions Target) Notice

Climate Change 
Response  
Act 2002*

Gas Amendment  
Act 2004

Energy Efficiency  
and Conservation  

Act 2000 

Waste Minimisation Act 2008 

New Zealand Productivity Commission Act 2010 
(established Productivity Commission)

Electricity (Renewable Preference)  
Amendment Act 2008

Climate Change Response (Zero 
Carbon) Amendment Act (established 

the Climate Change Commission)**

Resource Management 
Act 1991 and National 

Environmental Standards

DOC

MfE

PCE

EECA

MAF

FMA

MBIE

MPI

CCATWG*

Productivity  
Commission

Climate Change  
Commission

NIWA

DPMC XRB EPA

1: International markets (1980–1997)Pre 1980
3. Transition – became just 

transition (2010–2020) 
4. Transformation  

needed (2020 onwards)

NZ adopted to United 
Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals 

Stats NZ Indicators 
Aotearoa New Zealand 

MfE’s Climate Change 
Research Strategy 

ETS

Wellbeing Budget 2020

Carbon Neutral Government Programme 

New Zealand’s Greenhouse Gas Inventory 1990-2018

Emissions Reduction 
Plan (ERP)

National Adaptation 
Plan (NAP)

CERF (Climate 
Emergency 

Response Fund)

MfE Measuring Emissions Guide

Government declares climate change emergency

Treasury Living  
Standards Framework

Recommendations  
of the Task Force on  

Climate-related  
Financial Disclosures

Green bonds and green 
investment (RBNZ) 

MfE’s Climate Change Solutions: 
Whole of Government Climate  

Change Work Programmes 

MPI’s New Zealand’s  
climate change solutions: 

Sustainable land management 
and climate change 

RBNZ1934 Stats NZ1956

Ministry of 
Agriculture  
& Fisheries

1972

1840 OAG, Treasury

1923 Forest and Bird

1971 EDS

1974 Greenpeace

LGNZ

TCFD

Climate Leaders Coalition

Aotearoa CircleGenZero

NZX

2015

2015

2015

20182002

2002 2004

COP 3 - Kyoto Climate 
Change Conference 

COP 2 - Geneva Climate 
Change Conference 

COP 1 - Berlin Climate 
Change Conference 

COP 4 - Buenos Aires 
Climate Change 

Conference

COP 5 - Bonn Climate 
Change Conference 

COP 8 - New Delhi 
Climate Change 

Conference

COP 6 - The Hague 
Climate Change 

Conference

COP 9 - Milan 
Climate Change 

Conference 

COP 10 - Buenos 
Aires Climate 

Change Conference 

COP 11 - Montreal 
Climate Change 

Conference 

COP 12 - Nairobi 
Climate Change 

Conference

COP 16 - Cancún 
Climate Change 

Conference 

COP 20 - Lima 
Climate Change 

Conference 

COP 24 - Katowice 
Climate Change 

Conference 

COP 13 - Bali 
Climate Change 

Conference

COP 17 - Durban 
Climate Change 

Conference

COP 21 - Paris 
Climate Change 

Conference 

COP 25 - Madrid 
Climate Change 

Conference

Cop 27 - Sharm 
El-Sheikh Climate 

Change Conference

Cop 28 - Dubai 
Climate Change 

Conference - United 
Arab Emirates

COP 14 - Poznan 
Climate Change 

Conference

COP 18 - Doha 
Climate Change 

Conference 

COP 22 - Marrakech 
Climate Change 

Conference 

COP 15 - Copenhagen 
Climate Change 

Conference

COP 19 - Warsaw 
Climate Change 

Conference

COP 23 - Bonn Climate 
Change Conference

COP 7 - Marrakech Climate  
Change Conference

* Year established

The United Nations 
Conference on the 

Human Environment

Ramsar Convention 

1972

Pre-1980

Rio de Janeiro Earth Summit 

Network Waitangi  
Ōtautahi (NWO)

He Waka Eke Noa

2021

2021

2022

2022

2022

2022

2021

2021 2023

2023

2023

Mandatory Climate- 
related Financial 

Disclosures

CCC’s advice on 
the direction of 

policy for the 
Government’s 

second emissions 
reduction plan

CCC’s Ināia tonu nei:  
a low emissions 

future for Aotearoa

COP26 – Glasgow 
Climate Change 

conference

Environmental 
Reporting  
Act 2015

Climate Change Response (Emissions 
Trading Reform) Amendment Act 2020

Climate Change 
Response (Extension 
of Penalty Transition 

for Forestry Activities 
with Low Volume 

Emissions Liabilities) 
Amendment Act 2022

Land Transport 
(Clean Vehicles) 

Amendment Act 2022

Version: 20 December 2023

Environmental 
Protection  

Authority Act 2011

New Zealand Infrastructure 
Commission/Te Waihanga Act 2019

New Zealand Infrastructure 
Commission/Te Waihanga

Climate Change Chief 
Executives Board

Climate Change Response (Moderated 
Emissions Trading) Amendment Act 2009


