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Subject: OIA: The COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund (CRRF) (Our OIA
2024/11)

Date: Monday, 22 April 2024 at 11:37:45 PM New Zealand Standard Time
From: Wendy McGuinness <wmcg@mcguinnessinstitute.org>
To:

CC: Patrick Shonakan <ps@mcguinnessinstitute.org>
Attachments: image001.png, image002.png, image003.png, image004.jpg,

image005.jpg

To whom it may concern,
 
Our OIA 2024/11: The COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund (CRRF)
 
The Institute has emailed a final draft of  our submission to the NZ Royal Commission COVID-19
Lessons Learned. This included an analysis of  the COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund (CRRF)
funding decisions excel, found on the Treasury’s website, see here. Using this excel, we created two
graphs (see far below in grey). From this work, we identified three outstanding issues. We have turned
these three outstanding issues into three questions. Once we have received answers to these questions,
we will update the graphs and provide the Commissioners a final copy of  our submission.
 
Question 1: What is the difference between (i) the ‘actual sum of  money ring-fenced by the
Government’ versus (ii) the ‘funding envelope for budget management purposes’?
Could you explain the difference, and ideally the pros and cons of  each? We found a brief  explanation
on the Treasury website here (see the second sentence), but we would like to learn more.
 
Excerpt from Treasuy’s website

 
 
Question 2: When preparing the two graphs (far below), we noticed the sum ($86,759,410)
being the sum of  each column (excluding the sum of  fiscal impact) does not equal the sum
($70,436,787) at the right  hand column (being the ‘sum of  fiscal impact’). Is this an issue with
the excel? Can you explain?
 
Excerpt from Treasury’s CRRF funding decisions Excel (sheet: ‘Pivot of  Amount by Vote’) – download here: MS
Excel - COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund (CRRF) funding decisions data.
Please note we have added the last row to show the possible error.
 

https://www.covid19lessons.royalcommission.nz/
https://www.treasury.govt.nz/publications/data/covid-19-response-and-recovery-fund-crrf-funding-decisions
https://www.treasury.govt.nz/information-and-services/nz-economy/covid-19-economic-response/overview-covid-19-response-and-recovery-fund-crrf
https://www.treasury.govt.nz/sites/default/files/2023-06/crrf-funding-decisions-jun2023.xlsx
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Question 3: Can you provide a reconcilation between $70,436,787 (shown above) and $61.6b
(shown below)? We understand that the first goes beyond April 2022, but when adding the first three
columns, we found the sum to 30 June 2022 was $66,157,799. We note the April 2022 figure below is
$61.6b. Can you clarify and provide a reconciliation using figures to June 2022?
 
Excerpt from Treasury’s website: Key movements in the size and balance of  the CRRF (website page found here)

 
 
Lastly, I would appreciate any suggestions on the title of  the graphs below (including the x axis and the
y axis) – it is important they are accurate.
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if  you have any specific questions or suggestions.
 

https://www.treasury.govt.nz/information-and-services/nz-economy/covid-19-economic-response/overview-covid-19-response-and-recovery-fund-crrf
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Many thanks,
 
Wendy
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