
Subject: OIA 2025/21 - Request for dates recent variants were first detected in wastewater
Date: Thursday, 13 November 2025 at 11:32:50 AM New Zealand Daylight Time
From: McGuinness InsLtute OIAs
To: PHFScienceEnquiries@phfscience.nz
CC: Wendy McGuinness, 
A2achments: image001.png

Kia ora,
 
OIA 2025/21 - Request for dates recent variants were first detected in wastewater
 
The InsLtute is in the process of producing a third ediLon of COVID-19 NaLon Dates. As part of this
process, we are interested in the dates that each significant variant or subvariant was first detected
in wastewater and/or clinical samples in New Zealand.

Would you be able to provide:
 

1. The date that the subvariant XEC was first detected in wastewater and/or clinical samples
(approximately September 2024)?

2. The date that the subvariant NB.1.8.1 was first detected in wastewater and/or clinical
samples (approximately March 2025)?

3. Are there any other variants/subvariants that have been detected that are not part of either
list (including their dates of first detecLon)?

 
It would be great if you could present the informaLon in the same format as your response to our
previous OIA (our ref OIA 2024/05) (see image below).
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any quesLons or points of clarificaLon.
 
Ngā mihi,
 
Wendy
 
Wendy McGuinness
Chief Executive
 
McGuinness Institute Te Hononga Waka
Level 1A, 15 Allen Street, Wellington 6011 | PO Box 24-222 Wellington 6142
+64 4 499 8888 | www.mcguinnessinstitute.org
 
The McGuinness Institute is a non-partisan think tank working towards a sustainable future, contributing strategic foresight through
evidence-based research and policy analysis.
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