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Kia ora,
OIA 2026/11 - Clarification of Prime Minister dates and records

We are in the process of writing a book titled Nation Voices: New Zealand’s premiers
and prime ministers in their own words. More information can be found on our website
here. We are using your web pages, Prime Ministers of New Zealand since 1856 and
Governments in New Zealand since 1856, as the basis for our research. In light of this,
we have the following questions:

Question 1: Please clarify which date in December 1996 was Rt Hon James Bolger
appointed Prime Minister? Note: The New Zealand Parliament website above says 12
December 1996 (see screenshot below), while the New Zealand Gazette says he was
appointed on 16 December 1996 (see PDF attached).

47. James Bolger 2 November 1990 - 11 September 1994 National
11 September 1994 - 9 May 1995 National/Right of Centre
9 May 1995 - 28 August 1995 National/Right of Centre*
28 August 1995 - 28 February 1996 National*
28 February 1996 - 6 March 1996 National/United
6 March 1996 - 12 December 1996 National/United*
12 December 1996 - 8 December 1997 National/NZ First

Question 2: Could you explain what ‘Right of Centre’ means regarding Rt Hon James
Bolger’s political party? Note: See screenshot above. It would be helpfulis this could be
more specific and list the political parties being referred to.

Question 3: Please confirm whether the footnote text ‘There were no political parties
before 1890’ on both web pages (above) should be changed to ‘There were no political
parties before 1891’7 Note: The first mention of a political party is for John Balance’s


https://nationdatesnz.org/nation-voices-first-edition/
https://www3.parliament.nz/en/visit-and-learn/mps-and-parliaments-1854-onwards/prime-ministers-of-new-zealand-since-1856
https://www3.parliament.nz/en/visit-and-learn/mps-and-parliaments-1854-onwards/governments-in-new-zealand-since-1856#_ftnref5

Liberal Party in 1891. We would also appreciate any information explaining how this shift
from the absence of political parties to the formation of the Liberal Party in 1891 came
about. Any suggestions in terms of books or links would be most welcome.

Question 4: Please clarify why these four pieces of information (footnotes 3-6) on the
Governments in New Zealand since 1856 web page mean in practice? Note: See
screenshot below. We want to understand why the reference to the Legislative Council
was important. For example, were these the only prime ministers that were also
members of the Legislative Council. Please explain.

[3] Frederick Whitaker was a member of the Legislative Council and a member of the House of Representatives at different times. Both his
terms as Premier were while he was a member of the Legislative Council.

[4] George Waterhouse was a member of the Legislative Council
[5] Daniel Pollen was a member of the Legislative Council

[6] See footnote 3

Question 5: Could we be provided with a copy of the full letter sent by Prime Minister Rt
Hon Jenny Shipley to Rt Hon Winston Peters dismissing him from his ministerial
positions on 14 August 19987

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any further questions or points of
clarification.

Many thanks,

Wendy McGuinness

Wendy McGuinness
Chief Executive

McGuinness Institute Te Hononga Waka
Level 1A, 15 Allen Street, Wellington 6011 | PO Box 24-222 Wellington 6142
+64 4 499 8888 | www.mcguinnessinstitute.org

The McGuinness Institute is a non-partisan think tank working towards a sustainable future, contributing strategic foresight
through evidence-based research and policy analysis.

Disclaimer: This email is intended only to be read or used by the addressee. It is confidential and may contain legally privileged
information. If you are not the addressee indicated in this message (or responsible for delivery of the message to such person),
you may not copy or deliver this message to anyone, and you should destroy this message and kindly notify the sender by reply
email. Confidentiality and legal privilege are not waived or lost by reason of mistaken delivery to you.


https://www3.parliament.nz/en/visit-and-learn/mps-and-parliaments-1854-onwards/governments-in-new-zealand-since-1856#_ftnref5
http://www.mcguinnessinstitute.org/

