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Kia ora,

In light of the Ministry of Defence’s response to our OIA 2025/14, we have the following

question for the NZDFE.

1. Can you provide the material that NZDF provided to the Royal Commission
COVID-19 Lessons Learned (as mentioned on p. 16 of the Briefing to the
Incoming Minister ot Detence 2023, screenshotted below)?

The Navy provides maritime domain
awareness by deploying vessels into the
South Pacific and providing near real-time
surveillance pictures for the National
Maritime Coordination Centre. The Royal
New Zealand Air Force conducts
surveillance flights across the South
Pacific. In the past, crews on the now
retired P-3K2 Orion aircraft fleet conducted
patrols above the EEZs of Fiji, Tonga, the
Cook Islands, Kiribati, Tuvalu, Samoa, and
Solomon Islands. The new P-8A
Poseidons have begun assuming this role.

SUPPORTING THE ROYAL
COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO
COVID-19

In December 2022 the Government
announced a Royal Commission of Inquiry
into the COVID-19 pandemic to apply in

the instance of a future pandemic. The
Royal Commission began considering
evidence from 1 February 2023 and is
required to deliver a report with
recommendations by 30 September 2024.

Defence is supporting the Inquiry via
DPMC, who established and hosts the all-
of-government COVID-19 Inquiry

coordination unit. So far the NZDF a
Ministry

You may also be interested to know we have just published a final draft of the third edition
of COVID-19 Nation Dates: A New Zealand timeline of significant events during the COVID-
19 pandemic (see a PDF on our website here). We would like to give you the opportunity to
review and comment on the book, please let us know if you have any changes.

Let me know if you have any questions.
Many thanks,

Wendy


https://www.defence.govt.nz/publications/briefing-to-the-incoming-minister-of-defence-2023/
https://nationdatesnz.org/3rdedition/
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