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6.4 Coalition Agreement Between the New Zealand National Party and the 
Right-of-Centre Party (8 September 1994) 

NEW ZEALAND NATIONAL PARTY 

National Headquarters 
14th floor, Willbank House 
57 Willis Street 

P.O. Box 1155, Wellington 
Telephone: 0-4-472 5211 
Fax: 0-4-4781622 

Wellington 1. 

7 September 1994 

Mr Ross Meurant MP 
Parliament Buildings 
WELLINGTON 

Dear Ross 
I am recording with this letter, as Leader of the National Party, the arrangements that will apply between 
yourself and the National Party, following an announcement by you that you will leave National to form 
your own Parliamentary Party. 
1. From the announcement you will cease to be a member of the National Party Caucus. 
2. Notwithstanding this cessation you will be invited to participate in general Caucus and Caucus 

Committee proceedings dealing with business relevant to your duties. 
3. You will continue as Parliamentary Under Secretary to the Minister of Agriculture and the Minister 

of Forestry in the same office and with the same office support as at present, and with the same 
seating in the House subject to the following conditions: 
i. you will support and vote with the National Party in Government on any issue of confidence 

and as a general rule, on all other issues. If exceptional circumstances emerge where you wish 
to withdraw your vote (excluding the issue of confidence when you will on all occasions 
support the Government), you will advise the Government Whips at least seven (7) days in 
advance of any such vote in either the House or a Select Committee so that an arrangement 
satisfactory to both parties can be negotiated; 

11. you agree not to publicly criticise the National Party or Government, or any of its members 
generally avoid conflict with the Government and assist in promoting public confidence in 
the arrangement. This particular agreement is not intended to restrict you commenting on 
genuinely held views on particular issues and in relation to matters involving your Constituents; 

iii. you will work closely with the Government Whips on matters of voting, speaking rights and 
leave. The Whips are to take all reasonable steps to be fair with speaking opportunities and 
leave, commensurate with your Executive and Parliamentary duties; regular meetings will 
be held with the Government Whips or, if appropriate, myself to confer on the working of 
these arrangements and to conscientiously deal in private with any differences or difficulties 
arising; 

iv. you will continue your present membership of Select Committees as a Government 
member[.] 

It is acknowledged that these arrangements shall apply until anytime that you commit yourself to contest 
any constituency seat against a National Party member. At that time, should it arise, we will review the 
arrangements with a view to securing such working accommodation as is then realistic for your continuing 
support for the Government in Parliament. 

Please signify your agreement with these terms by signing the duplicate of this letter and returning it to 
me. 

Yours sincerely 

[signed by Prime Minister Jim Bolger] 

Rt Hon J B Bolger 

Leader 
New Zealand National Party 
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I agree that the foregoing terms correctly set out the arrangements 

Signed: 

Date: 

[signed by Ross Meurant, 8 September 1994] [ witnessed] 

6.5 Coalition Agreement Between the New Zealand National Party and the 
United New Zealand Party (28 February 1996) 

Preamble 

Each party to this agreement wishes to work with the other as a coalition government until the next 
general election with the purpose of maintaining political stability and promoting sound economic 
and social policies. 

2 In furtherance of these objectives, the parties will co-operate with each other in respect of 
parliamentary activity, consulting closely and operating with mutual respect. 

3 Notwithstanding the above, each party will preserve its separate identity and operating procedures 
in every respect. 

Agreement 

1 Parliamentary activity 
a) In advance of legislation being introduced to Parliament after the coming into effect of this 

agreement, the parties will agree their positions in respect of such legislation and other related 
issues. The parties note that commitments in respect to legislation announced by United New 
Zealand Party prior to this agreement do not form part of this agreement. 

b) The whips of each party will consult as required to monitor vote availability, including 
proxies, and manage voting requirements as necessary to ensure that the coalition is not 
defeated in Parliament on matters that each party has agreed to support. 

c) Notwithstanding anything covered by paragraphs a) and b) above, United New Zealand 
agrees to support issues nominated by the Prime Minister as ones of confidence as previously 
discussed by the Prime Minister with the leader of United New Zealand. 

d) With the exception of confidence issues any disagreements shall be referred for resolution 
to a Disputes Group comprising the leaders and deputy leaders of each party. 

e) In respect of proposed government legislation, the appropriate minister will brief the caucus 
or caucus representatives of each coalition partner. 

2 Working relationship 
a) United New Zealand may, at any time, put forward to National any policy initiative and full 

discussion on such initiative will occur. 
b) There will be fair and equitable representation of each coalition party in all parliamentary 

processes including questions, speaking opportunities, committees and other matters arising 
out of parliamentary activities. 

c) The leaders of each party shall meet on a regular basis to discuss any matters arising out of 
this agreement or other matters as the case may be. 

d) The parties recognise that other coalition arrangements either exist or may be agreed and each 
party will consult the other about them to preserve a reasonable consistency and compatibility 
of policies and principles. 

3 Electoral representation 
a) Each party will conduct the election campaign as a separate party with its own policy platform 

and acknowledges that there will be competition with the other party for voter support. 
b) Notwithstanding the above, National will not stand a constituency candidate in the Ohariu­

Belmont electorate at the 1996 general election. 




