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Publice submissions are now being invited on the Legislation (Definitions of Woman and Man) Amendment
Bill

The closing date for submissions is 11.59pm on Thursday, 02 July 2026

The bill would amend the Legislation Act 2019 by adding a definition of “woman” as “an adult human

biological female” and of “man” as “an adult human biological male”, with corresponding definitions for “male”

and “female”.

According to the bill's general policy statement, “the purpose of this amendment is to uphold legal certainty,
protect the integrity of sex-based rights, and ensure that language in law reflects biological reality. This
definition will apply in all contexts where the terms “woman” and “man” are used, unless explicitly stated
otherwise in specific legislation”.

This bill is available online from the ‘Related links’ panel.
What do you need to know?

e Submissions are publicly released and published to the Parliament website. Only your name or
organisation’s name is required on a submission. Please keep your contact details separate, as if they are
included on the submission they will become publicly available when the submission is released.

¢ |f you wish to include information of a private or personal nature in your submission you should discuss
this with the clerk of the committee before submitting.

¢ |f you wish to speak to your submission, please state this clearly.

Further guidance on making a submission can be found from the ‘How to make a submission’ link in the
‘Related documents’ panel.

If you have any questions about your submission or the submission process please contact the Committee
Staff through the contact details provided on this page.

| am ready to make my submission

Submissions are now being accepted

15 days left
Closing date: 02 Jul 2026 NZ Time
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6) Read the full content of the bill
(https://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/members/2026/296/en/latest/)

(67 Get more details about the bill (https://bills.parliament.nz/v/6/9e8e8a14-a51c-4567-ab33-
08de9053a7d1?lang=en&Tab=history)

0,() Whats been said in Parliament about the bill? (https://hansard.parliament.nz/hansard-

transcript/2026-05-20/legislation-definitions-of-woman-and-man-amendment?

sld=9b89e3c4726948c3b578915fdc40181c&lang=en)

&) Watch the first reading in the House (https://videos.parliament.nz/on-demand?id=d49a051c-
6ea8-4238-b1ee-08deb6914639)
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Explanatory note

General policy statement

This Bill ensures clarity and consistency in New Zealand law by defining
“woman” as “an adult human biological female” and “man” as “an adult
human biological male”, with corresponding definitions for “male” and
“female”. By establishing these definitions in the Legislation Act 2019, the
Bill provides a clear and biologically grounded meaning of “woman” and
“man” across legislation.

The purpose of this amendment is to uphold legal certainty, protect the
integrity of sex-based rights, and ensure that language in law reflects
biological reality. This definition will apply in all contexts where the terms
“woman” and “man” are used, unless explicitly stated otherwise in specific
legislation.
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Clause by clause analysis
Clause 1 is the Title clause.

Clause 2 is the commencement clause and provides for the Bill to come into
force on the day after the date of Royal assent.

Clause 3 identifies the Legislation Act 2019 as the Act amended by the Bill.

Clause 4 inserts new sections 134 and 13B into the Act, which set out the
definitions of “woman” or “female” and “man” or “male”.

Jenny Marcroft

Legislation (Definitions of Woman and
Man) Amendment Bill

Member’s Bill
296—1

Contents Show contents v

The Parliament of New Zealand enacts as follows:

1 Title

This Act is the Legislation (Definitions of Woman and Man)
Amendment Act 2026.

2 Commencement

This Act comes into force on the day after the date of Royal assent.

3  Principal Act
This Act amends the Legislation Act 2019.

4  New section 13A inserted (Meaning of woman or
female)

After section 13, insert:

13A Meaning of woman or female

In any legislation, regardless of gender identity,—
(a) woman means an adult human biological female; and

(b) female means a human biological female.

13B Meaning of man or male
In any legislation, regardless of gender identity,—

(a) man means an adult human biological male; and
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(b)  male means a human biological male.
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