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The ocean is a living resource, not a finite mineral asset. Adaptive management and good
record keeping are essential.

The ocean functions as an integrated ecosystem, not a discrete production system such as

dairy farming. The precautionary approach must apply. A lack of full scientific certainty should
not delay action to prevent serious harm.

The ocean is a shared common good, not a privately owned commercial resource.
The ocean is under growing threat from climate change.

New Zealand has one of the largest ocean jurisdictions in the world, about the fifth largest
by area.



Sustainability expertise is missing — where are the
Minister for the Environment and the Minister of Conservation?

Ministerial portfolio
Oceans and Fisheries

<View the Directory of Ministerial Portfolios or view the Ministerial List

Departmental disclosure statement

MPI is required to prepare a disclosure statement to assist with the scrutiny of this Bill. The disclosure statement provides
access to information about the policy development of the Bill and identifies any significant or unusual legislative features of

the Bill.
A copy of the statement can be found at http://legislation.govt.nz/disclosure.aspx?
Minister: Minister for Oceans and Fisheries ) A
Current Minister: Hon Shane Jones type=bill&subtype=government&year=2026&n0=265[4
Description: Responsibilities include the management of New Zealand's fisheries

Regulatory impact statement

(including aquaculture), providing for use while ensuring
sustainability of those resources for the benefit of New Zealand as a
whole, and responsibility for oceans policy.

MPI produced regulatory impact statements on 23 July 2025 and 29 October 2025 to help inform the main policy decisions
taken by the Government relating to the contents of this Bill.

Department: Fisheries New Zealand, which is a business unit within the Ministry i A

for Primary Industries, provides support for this portfolio. Copies of these regulatory impact statements can be found at—
Vote: Vote Agriculture, Biosecurity, Fisheries and Food Safety . httpS://WWﬁ. mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/70415-Appendix-4-Regulatory-Impact-Statement- Amendments-to-the-Fisheries-
Legislation: Aquaculture Reform (Repeals and Transitional Provisions) Act 2004 Act-1996 D

Driftnet Prohibition Act 1991 . https://www.mpi.govt.nz/dmsdocument/71090-Appendix-1-Regulatory-Impact-Statement-Fisheries- Act-Amendments-

Fisheries Act 1996

Kaikéura (Te Tai o Marokura) Marine Management Act 2014
Maori Commercial Aquaculture Claims Settlement Act 2004 . https://www.regulation.govt.nz/our-work/regulatory-impact-statements/ A
Maori Fisheries Act 2004

Treaty of Waitangi (Fisheries Claims) Settlement Act 1992

A]ternative-deemed-value-ratesDﬁ

List of select committees . Prl ma ry PrOd UCtlon
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Welcome to the Primary Production Committee homepage. This committee looks at business related to

SECTEIIE DEVE@ PImERT, SUCHE: agriculture, biosecurity, racing, fisheries, productive forestry, lands, and land information.

and Innovation

Education and Workforce This page includes information in relation to the 54th Parliament.




Criteria a total allowable catch must satisfy

1. Certainty over 2. Certainty over 3. Certainty over

trends stock information sustainable limits

Yes Yes Yes High-information stock
Yes Yes No Medium-information stock
Yes No Yes Medium-information stock
Yes No No Medium-information stock
No Yes Yes Low-information stock
No Yes No Low-information stock
No No Yes Low-information stock
No No No Low-information stock

But that is not the whole story.

If yes, is the trendline

* increasing
* decreasing

* staying the same?

If yes, is the stock

* increasing

* decreasing

* staying the same?

* Howis uncertainty
measured?

* |sthere arange?

* Doesthe location of
the stock matter?

‘Uncertainty’ exists when

outcomes, their likelihoods, or

even the full range of
possibilities are unclear.



The criteria cannot deliver certainty

* It will not be possible to have ‘;)\ mor  omats ot s wiaios st
C Onfl d en C e |n th e m aX|mu m Nukurangi Atmosphere Climate & Weather Hazards Coasts & Oceans
sustainable yield during times
of major climate change. Climate
change impacts are highly uncertain:

* See the super EL Nino that NIWA
Is expecting.

Formidable El Nino expected
* See the explanatory note g to arrive this winter

( i . e . ‘to b e C a rri e d Ove r t O t h e n eXt Global climate models are now showing a clear consensus for an ElNifio event to

arrive this winter.

fishing year to reduce the economic
impact of one-off adverse events

preventing harvest, such as extreme
weather events’).

Home > News )» Formidable El Nifio expected to arrive this winter




Minister has significant powers, hence
more checks and balances required

Currently, Ministers can own investments, I
including shares, but they cannot participate
in decisions affecting those interests without
managing the conflict.

There must be no conflict between personal gain and
public duty. This is currently enforced through:

1. Disclosure (register of interests)
2. Cabinet Manualrules
3. Prime Minister oversight

4. Recusal/divestmentwhen needed

See htt;!S://ao.F!arliament.nZ/Z! !25/fa St_t rag:k_ F;hinri::::’::::\latsonacusesShaneJonesoffavouringcommercialindustry'mates'
conflicts/part2.htm ‘The main question is whether having b

anothgr Igterefsft or duty COU[(,j foe.Ct’ or could be'b'l' . We suggest adding ‘The Minister must, on an
percelved to atrect, a person’'s duties or responsibilities to annual basis, publish a list of all fish, seafood

a public organisation’ or other gifts received from commercial fishers.’



https://ao.parliament.nz/2025/fast-track-conflicts/part2.htm
https://ao.parliament.nz/2025/fast-track-conflicts/part2.htm
https://ao.parliament.nz/2025/fast-track-conflicts/part2.htm
https://ao.parliament.nz/2025/fast-track-conflicts/part2.htm
https://ao.parliament.nz/2025/fast-track-conflicts/part2.htm

Other suggested checks and balances

(iv) Expand the number or scope of actions that
are illegal (offences), and/or strengthening the
consequences for those actions (penalties)

(iii) Establish more marine reserves

NZ signed up to the ‘30x30’ initiative to protect
30% of land and of ocean by 2030.

(iv) Extend the list in Schedule 8B to include:
 The Treasury

* Department of Internal Affairs (DIA)

* Audit New Zealand

* Parliamentary Commissioner of Environment
* The Ombudsman

* Climate Change Commission

* Ministry of Cities, Environment, Regions
and Transport

Schedule 1
New Schedule 8B inserted

s 61

Schedule 8B

Confidentiality of camera recordings: listed departments and organisations
ss 2278, 299B
Crown Law Office
Crown Research Institutes
Department of Conservation
Environmental Protection Authority
Fire and Emergency New Zealand
Inspector-General of Defence
Maritime New Zealand
Ministry of Business, Innovation, and Employment
Ministry of Defence
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Ministry of Justice
Ministry of Transport
New Zealand Defence Force
New Zealand Police
Privacy Commissioner
Transport Accident Investigation Commission
WorkSafe New Zealand




Thank you
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