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12 June 2026

Wendy McGuinness

Dear Wendy

RESPONSE TO YOUR OFFICIAL INFORMATION ACT REQUEST

Thank you for your email of 20 May 2026, in which you requested, pursuant to the Official
Information Act 1982 (the Act), information that the Ministry of Defence provided to the Royal
Commission of Inquiry into COVID-19 Lessons Learned (Te Tira Arai Uruta) .

Three documents have been identified as within scope of your request. Please see the below
table which lists the enclosures that are relevant to your request.

Lessons Learned — Operating During

COVID-19 Survey

Results of the Wellbeing Survey

MoD Response to Royal Commission

of Inquiry into COVID-19

Memorandum to Leadership

Memorandum to Leadership

initial information response
to the Royal Commission

You will note that question 12 and 13 of the wellbeing survey were left blank as this

information was not provided to the Royal Commission.

It has been necessary to withhold some portions of the enclosed documents, under the
following sections of the Act:

e section 9(2)(a) in order to protect the privacy of natural persons,

e section 6(a) where information would be likely to prejudice the security or defence of
New Zealand, and

e section 9(2)(g)(i) to maintain free and frank expression.



In addition to the documents previously provided, the Royal Commission requested
“information on any forthcoming project closure reports you deem relevant to the Inquiry.”
The following information was provided at the time of that request (April 2023).

Impacted by COVID-19 - High

e Maritime Sustainment Capability www.defence. aovt.nz/our-work/esuis/capawility-
projecrs/maritime-sustainment-capability/ Project Closure report due June 2023.

e Dive and Hydrographic Vessel www.defence.aovt.nz/our-work/equis/capaility-
projects/dive-and-hydrographic-vessel-hmnzs-manawanui/ Project Closure report due
June 2023.

e NH90 Flight Training Device. Project Closure June 2023.

e Protected Mobility Capability Project www.defence.@ovt.nz/what-we-do/delivering-
defence-capability/defence-capability-projects/srotected-mobility/. Project Closure
August 2024.

Impacted by COVID-19 — Medium

o Strategic Bearer Network www.defence.qovt.nz/what-we-do/deliverina-defence-
capability/defence-capability-projects/strategic-bearer-network-sbn-wideband-slobal-
satellite-communications-was/. Project Closure August 2023.

Impacted by COVID-19 — Low

e Individual Weapon Replacement Project www.defence.govt.nz/what-we-do/delivering-
defence-capability/defence-capability-projects/individual-weapons-replacement/.
Project Closure June 2023.

e Special Operations Vehicle www.defence.§ovt.nz/what-we-do/delivering-defence-
capability/defence-capaility-projects/special-operations-vehicles-sov/. Project
Closure June 2023.

Under section 28(3) of the Act you have the right to request the Ombudsman to investigate
and review this response.

Yours sincerely






